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42nd Annual Home Tour in 
Bisbee: November 27 & 28, 2026

The 42nd Home Tour and Art Auction in the historic 
mining town of Bisbee will take place on Friday and Saturday, 
November 27th and 28th, the two days following Thanksgiving. 
Hosted by the Bisbee Woman’s 
Club (BWC), this year’s event 
offers ticket holders a chance to 
explore nine private homes, two 
hotels, a mining-era social club 
and a church between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. The addresses stay 
secret until the day of the event. 

Throughout each day, attendees can also shop the Cash & 
Carry Boutique and bid on art in the Serbian Hall at 216 Park 
Avenue in the Bakerville neighborhood. Each year, artists from 
Bisbee and beyond contribute pieces in all media, including 
decorated chairs and other furniture (a tradition since 1999 when 

Club members sold chairs 
in the driveway of a Tour 
home to raise extra funds). 
Tour attendees should 
return to the Serbian Hall 
to place final Auction bids 
after the homes close at 4 
p.m. on Saturday: the silent 
auction for all art begins 
at 4:45 p.m., and bidders 
must be present to win.

continued on page 26...
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Upcoming Event

Save Our Mountains Foundation presents
2nd Annual Festival in the Mountains

North Mountain Visitor Center, 12950 N 7th St, Phoenix
November 6-8, 2026

Friday 4-9 pm, Saturday 9 am-5 pm and Sunday 9 am-4 pm
Silent Auction – Live Music – Family Fun – Demos and 

Market in the Mtns
Vendors wanted – email finance@saveourmountains.org

Presby Pickins’ Returns for Its 
Fifth Season

Presby Pickins’ Flea Market opens its fifth season on Saturday, 
November 7, inviting shoppers to discover unique finds, everyday 
bargains, and unexpected treasures in Fountain Hills.

The outdoor market features vendors from Fountain Hills and 
communities across the Valley, including Maricopa, Apache Junction, 
and Peoria. Shoppers can browse collectibles, crafts, jewelry, art, home 
décor, household goods, and more. 

You’ll also meet our market 
mascot, PresBee Picker, hunting for 
treasures as well as our yellow-apron 
church volunteers who offer a variety 
of bargain-priced items donated by 
congregants and the community. 

Food trucks and entertainment 
add to the fun, making it an enjoyable outing with friends and neighbors.

Presby Pickins’ is an outreach ministry of Fountain Hills 
Presbyterian Church. Over its first four seasons, vendor fees and sales 
of donated items have enabled the ministry to give back more than 
$40,000 to strengthen church ministries and support local organizations 
and community causes. Each month, the market also spotlights a local 
organization or community cause, giving visitors an opportunity to learn 
about its work and ways to help.

Markets run from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on November 7 and December 5, 
2026, and February 6, March 6, and April 3, 2027. There is no January 
market.

The Presby Pickins’ Flea Market takes place on the church campus 
at 13001 N. Fountain Hills Boulevard in Fountain Hills, AZ. Shoppers 
and prospective vendors can learn more at www.fhpresbyterian.info/
fleamarket and follow @presbypickins on Facebook and Instagram.
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Festival in the Mountains 
Coming to the North Mountain 

Visitor Center this Fall!
On Friday, November 6 through Sunday, November 8, North 

Mountain Visitor Center will host their second annual Festival in the 
Mountains. The weekend is shaping up to be fun for the whole family. 
Here is a taste of just some of what is happening:

On Friday night the festivities will kick off with Pat McMahon, 
the beloved entertainer best known for The Wallace and Ladmo Show, 
whose decades in television, radio, and community life have made him 
a true Arizona icon. Join in as Pat shares his story and the remarkable 
journey that shaped the Valley’s history and character.

Throughout the weekend enjoy live music from local favorites: Glen 
Gardner, Eric Ramsey, George &amp; Georgia, Mark Bishop Evans and 
Nancy Elliot. You can also join guided hikes, check out geology demos 
and keep the kids busy with desert-themed story times and crafts, plus 
bring your pup along to enter the Dog Costume Contest.

Get a jump on your holiday shopping at The Market, where you’ll find 
unique jewelry, ceramics, children’s books, ornaments, plus photography 
and art. Coffee and baked goods will be available to keep you fueled 
while you browse. (A few vendor spots are still open for Sunday—see 
contact info below if you’re interested!)

Rattlesnake Garage will also be on hand on Saturday morning, 
offering the chance to safely meet some of our desert creatures up close.

In addition to a silent auction with fun baskets and valuable items up 
for bid, you can enter a drawing for a Dierks Bentley autographed guitar.

The Festival in the Mountains is a community event and a fundraiser 
for the Save Our Mountains

Foundation (SOMF), whose mission is to acquire and preserve land 
to assist in the expansion of the Phoenix Mountains Preserve. SOMF 

continued on page 10...



6 The Antique RegisterF Gilbert • Special Events • Mesa F

The Rustic Hutch Outdoor Fall Flea-tique
Sunday, Nov 15th 9am to 3pm AND

Sunday, Dec 13th 9am to 3pm
1902 E Baseline Rd #4

N.W. Corner of Baseline & Gilbert – Look for the tents!
For more information call 480-892-5595
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Call it New Call It Antique
 2049 W Broadway Rd, Mesa

 480-464-1234

Dealers Depot Antique Mall
1401 S McClintock Dr, Tempe

480-646-6770

History by George
129 W Main St, Mesa

480-898-3878

The Rustic Hutch
1902 E Baseline Rd #4, Mesa

480-892-5595

Flashback Antiques
225 N Gilbert Rd, Gilbert

480-503-2255

Firefly Crossing – located in
Mall of Peddlers

4422 E University Dr #101. Mesa
480-875-7265

C & J’s Antiques and Garden
40 N Gilbert Rd, Gilbert

480-539-0401

Scout Vintage Shoppe
7 E Palo Verde St, Ste 1, Gilbert

480-459-0715

The Rich Hanger
221 N Gilbert Rd #2, Gilbert

East Valley Antiques
2820 E. University Dr. Ste 106, Mesa

480-217-3798

Beyond Expressions
3817 E McKellips Rd, Mesa

480-854-7755

Main Street Antique Mall
7260 E Main St, Mesa

480-924-1122

Superstition Grand Antique Mall
7536 E Main St, Mesa

480-982-1004

Arizona Vintage Collective
4815 E Main St, Unit #2, Mesa

602-644-1447

Patterns of the Past Antique Mall
300 W Apache Trail Ste 101, Apache Junction 

480-671-3566

Superstition Indoor Flea Market
1645 E Apache Trail, Apache Junction

480-365-9169

Sample Studios Art & Antiques
1735 W Apache Trail Ste 6, Apache Junction

480-322-6548

East Valley’s Guide
To Great Antique, Vintage & Collectible 

Shopping.
 Contact shops for current shop hours
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supports the Mountains Preserve with education, conservation and 
research and maintain operations at the North Mountain Visitor Center 
in collaboration with the City of Phoenix.

The North Mountain Visitor Center is open daily and is located 
at 12950 N 7 th Street. See the website calendar for more event 
information, hours and to learn more about the Visitor Center at https://
northmountainvisitorcenter.org/ If you are a local artisan, crafter or 
vendor interested in participating in our Market, please email finance@
saveourmountains.org.

North Mountain, continued from page 5...
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When the Arizona sun is brutal or a rare rainy day spoils 
outdoor plans, there’s a cool, dry place to shop for one-of-a-
kind finds. Superstition Indoor Flea Market opened on Nov. 
1, 2024, and is celebrating its second anniversary.

Owner Christine Visyak said the 
idea was to bring “an old-school flea 
market atmosphere - indoors, where 
visitors can escape the Arizona heat 
and rainy weather.”

Inside the 11,500-square-foot 
building, more than 20 small-business 
owners share 50 booths. The selection 
is wide-ranging: antiques, vintage 
glassware, jewelry, saddles, tools, 
holiday décor, toys, die-cast models, 
s p o r t s 
cards, 3D 

prints, DVDs and Blu-rays. Concert, 
sports and movie shirts and jackets are 
also on offer.

Motorcycle fans will find gently 
used Harley-Davidson apparel, 
leather jackets, vests, chaps and parts. 
Shoppers looking for something more 
personal can get a tattoo or piercing 
on site.

The vendors are seasoned pros 
with decades of experience, and 

they’re on hand in their booths to 
talk about their products and answer 
questions. The atmosphere is friendly 
and family-oriented, with something 
for guests of all ages.

Supporting local entrepreneurs 
is central to the mission. “Our goal 
is to become a premier flea market 
destination in Arizona,” Christine 
said. “We are proud to support local 
small-business owners who may 
not be able to afford today’s high 
storefront rents. Please shop locally - 
our small business owners appreciate it and are grateful for your 
business every day.”

Superstition Indoor Flea Market 
is located at 10645 E. Apache Trail/E. 
Main Street in Apache Junction, AZ on 
the southwest corner of the business 
plaza at E. Apache Trail and Signal 
Butte, behind the Denny’s restaurant. 
Hours are Thursday through Sunday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 480-365-
9169 or visit superstitionfleamarket.
com. The Market is also on Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok under 

Superstition Flea Market.

Indoor Treasure Hunting in Apache Junction
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Full and honest confession. From my earliest days, I have 
always been captivated by photography. Based on my age, 
which I am not revealing, I have used nearly every photographic 
format – from the classic Speed Graphic, to the Argus C3 35 mm 
camera, to the single lens reflex, to digital cameras. 

For the most part, I have seen it all. Gigantic advancements 
and improvements. Oh, I almost forgot - the digital phone 
camera. Like many, I wasn’t comfortable with radical changes - 
only to humbly and fully embrace it over time. 

It’s not unlike aviation. Think of it. In a century-and-a-
quarter we’ve observed a machine that could barely hang on to 
a few feet above the earth, to today where a whole community it 
would seem, can soar through the air for endless hours from one 
side of the planet to the other side. Photographically, cameras 
have gone from cumbersome one shot at a time that had to wait 
for the darkroom to see what was shot. Now, we can take 100s 
of photos at once. And view them instantly.

What brought all this to mind was my recent discovery of 
an unusually undated, panoramic photographic postcard. On its 
3 ½ x11” length, are depicted 22 people that appear to be early 
20th century college students. That got me thinking about the 
challenges early photographers faced when attempting to take 
wide-angle, panoramic pictures.

Printed on the back of the card was a valuable clue as to how 
this remarkable image was accomplished. It reads “o. It told me 
that that company that manufactured the camera, also produced 
the film and paper.

In the time after 
George Eastman 
introduced his roll-film 
Kodak camera in 1888, 
amateur photography 
exploded. That 
provided opportunities 
to develop specialty 
cameras. In 1896, Peter 
Nickolaus Angston, a 
German inventor living 
in Burlington, Wisconsin, devised a camera with the capability 
of shooting 160o wide-angle, panoramic photographs.

He began selling them in Chicago. But soon, his patent was 
purchased by four Burlington businessmen, who organized 

Those Were The Days!

Taking a Panoramic View
Looking at it from a Wide-Angle Lens

by Jay Mark

An odd c1908 photographic, panoramic postcard started a 
search for how it was made.  Jay Marl

The manufacturer’s imprint, upper 
right, pointed to the discovery of the 
circa 1908 Al-Vista panorama camera 
that took the photo. Jay Mark

Continued on page 19...
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the Multiscope & Film Company that by 1901 was marketing 
Angston’s camera under the Al-Vista name. 

The camera was a boxy device clad in textured black leather, 
resembling other cameras of the day. Except where a lens, 
shutter and bellows would be was a large opening that featured 
a lens attached to a leather bellow folded into a narrow case.

When activated, the motor-driven lens would scan the 
image across film held across a curved back. (Animations of 
the process can be found on YouTube). Amateurs now had their 
own wide-angle camera. But at a cost. The most expensive was 

The ultimate Al-Vista camera was the No.5-F that featured 
changeable fronts, different size “fan blades” (lower center) 
that adjusted speed, and case.

Photo: Rob Niederman antiquewoodcameras.com

Panoramic View, continued from page 16...

Continued on page 20...
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priced at $45 in 1908. That’s over $1600 today. Nearly the cost 
of the new folding iPhone Duo. And other phones that have a 
panorama mode, which takes all the hassle out of wide-angle 
photography.

For a brief period, to expand the camera’s use, the Multiscope 
and Film Co. produced a changing front camera that could 
replace the wide-angle format mechanism and accommodate 
a conventional lens and bellows. But the steep price virtually 
assured the camera couldn’t keep up with the competition. After 
17 years, the company finally folded, so to speak, leaving a 
unique camera in the dustbin of history. 

Because of their rarity, very few Al-Vista’s come on the 
market making their value high. Cameras in functioning 
condition will begin at over $1000, rising to over $2000.

Virtually an antique himself, or maybe a “collectible,” 
Jay Mark, has more than a half-century experience in the 
antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online 
specialty bookstore. A recognized historian, he also teaches, 
lectures and writes about antiques and history. Reach him at 
jaymarkhistorian@gmail.com. 

© 2026

Panoramic View, continued from page 19...
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Good news for antique and vintage lovers: all three Carefree 
shops displaced by the sale of Los Portales Mall on Easy Street 
have relocated and are ready for visitors.

Bilinda’s Vintage Treasures has moved to a booth in 
the Antique Trove, a busy mall with plenty of booths to 
explore at 2020 N. Scottsdale Road in Scottsdale. The year-
round Christmas room comes along, filled with trees, vintage 
ornaments, a menorah, nativity sets and festive décor. See 
Bilinda’s ad on page 20. Stop by to see the new displays. For 
more information, call the Trove at 480-947-6074 or Bilinda’s 

at 602-732-8866, or email bilindasvintage@gmail.com.
Arizona Territory Antiques has settled into the Sundancer 

Center, on the east side of Tom Darlington and immediately 
south of the Chevron station. At 7202 E. Ho Road, this is just 
a block north of the shop’s previous location. Shoppers will 
find a large selection of Native American beadwork, Old West 
antiques, pottery, kachinas, Western art, cowhides and home 
décor, along with Zapotec and Navajo rugs, runners and pillows. 
Arizona Territory Antiques is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and open Mondays by chance. To learn more, contact Rick at 
660-605-2338 or Lori at 520-561-6554.

Carefree Collective has found a new location at 7211 E. Ho 
Road, Suite 18 in the building just north of its former spot, next 
to Little Barber Shop & It’s a Nail Thing. The shop offers vintage 
and mid-century modern pieces, Christmas and seasonal décor, 
books, collectibles, gifts, glassware, furniture and home décor, 
with both new and gently loved items. Carefree Collective is 
open Wednesday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Tuesday by chance. For more information, call or text 480-299-
5937. Watch for a new website and Instagram to come!

Whether you’re hunting for holiday décor, Western treasures 
or a mid-century find, these shops are worth a visit to their new 
locations. Stop by soon and tell them The Antique Register sent 
you!

Carefree Antique/Vintage Shops Find New Homes
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Read The Country Register on-line at
www.countryregister.com/AZ

Call to speak with a representative today to make sure your shop or event 
gets included in our December-January issue:

NOW IN CIRCULATION 
AT ALL ADVERTISING SHOPS

Deadline for December-January  Issue is November 1st
Contact us:  602-942-8950 or 888-942-8950
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The BWC is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) service organization 
founded in 1900 and one of the oldest philanthropic organizations 
in the state. Its vision is to foster a more educated, empowered 
and engaged community; to that end, Club President Susie 
Morss notes, “All proceeds from 
this fundraiser go directly into 
grants and scholarships in our 
community, as well as helping us to 
maintain our historic Clubhouse.”

Built in 1902 on land leased for 
a dollar per year from the mining 
company Phelps Dodge, the 
Clubhouse served as a gathering 
place for early BWC members. 
The women took out a loan and hired local architect Frederick 
C. Hurst to design the building. Throughout the 20th century, the 
Clubhouse played a significant role in the town, hosting cultural, 
educational and social programs for residents. It is the oldest 
continuously operating women’s club clubhouse in the state of 
Arizona and was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1985.

Another historic building, the base of operations for this 
year’s tour, was built as a social club in 1939 by the men of 
Bisbee’s vital South Slavic community. It was an outgrowth of 
an ethnic benevolent society that provided insurance and burials 
for members, as well as religious and cultural education for 
children. The community participated in local parades, proudly 
flying their nation’s flag as well as the Stars and Stripes. Fifteen 
years later, after many fundraisers, the community built the 
Saint Stephen Nemanja Serbian Orthodox Church next door; at 
the time, it was the only Eastern Orthodox church in the state. 
Fitting for a copper mining town, the cross, dome and doors 
were made of that metal. All the labor was done by Serbian 
volunteers, with materials purchased as they were needed. The 
church will be open to ticket holders on both days.

Tickets are $20 and are available online beginning November 
1st or at the Serbian Hall on both days. Maps of tour home 
locations and more local information will also be available 
there. Plan to stay the night so you can enjoy all the art, music, 
restaurants and mile-high scenery that greater Bisbee has to 
offer – after all, your ticket is good for both days! For more 
information and to purchase tickets, visit bisbeewomansclub.
com.

Bisbee Home Tour, continued from page 3...
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Tucson’s Guide 
 To Great Antiquing & Collecting

Contact shops for current shop hours

 

1. Speedway Antique Mall 
     5045 E Speedway Blvd • 520-327-1200

2.  Tom’s Fine Furniture & 				  
      Collectibles 
       5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210 

3. AZ Modern 
        4469 E 5th St • 520-977-5340 

4.  22nd Street Antique Mall 
       5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262 

5.  The Gypsy Caravan & Emporium 
       7419 E 22nd St. • 520-771-8437  

6.  American Antique Mall 
       3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070  

7.  Antiques Etc. 
       2319 N Country Club Rd. • 520-322-6269 

8.  Adobe House Antiques 
        2975 N Country Club Rd. • 520-325-9439 

9.  Arte De La Vida 
       37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

10. Ignite Sign Museum 
       331 S. Olson • 520-319-0888

11. Midtown Mercantile Merchants 
       3330 E Speedway Blvd • 520-777-7275

12. Harrison Road Antiques 
       2430 S Harrison Rd • 520-777-7598
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F Come Treasure Hunt 
in Globe-Miami F

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe

A Russian Love Story from a 
Century Ago

by Ann Stewart
My grandparents never kissed until their engagement. What 

a love story!
In 1922, two German Mennonites met in a Bible School in 

Tschongraw Crimea. My grandmother, Lena Martens, stepped 
off the train from Orenburg over 1500 miles away only to 
discover her luggage had been stolen enroute and she would 
have to attend classes each day in the same brown dress that 
she’d wash once a week.

She wasn’t interested in showing off. Besides, the school 
frowned on romantic distractions. She hadn’t planned on getting 
married; she’d already helped raise her ten younger siblings, 
recently fought a battle with typhoid fever and lost her hair, then 
lost her young father and two little sisters. She would focus on 
the education she’d so longed for. 

Nikolai Siemens, on the other hand, had purchased gold rings 
before he had even set eyes on Lena Martens. When Nikolai met 
the sweet girl with a heart-shaped face framed by short red curly 
hair, he began hoping the ring belonged to her.

But how could Nikolai possibly discover if Lena had a 
love interest back in her little village of Rodnitschnoje #10? 
The school had rules: no dating, no marriage and there must 
always be six eyes in a room when there were two persons of the 
opposite sex. In other words, he could never ask her a personal 
question without someone else listening in. 

Nikolai soon solved that problem by bringing his two-year-
old niece to Lena’s door to witness his odd question, “Is there 
somebody special back in Orenburg?”

But was this God’s will? Nikolai wondered. One day when he 
saw Lena in the hallway struggling to unlock her door, Nikolai 
prayed, “Lord if I am to marry her, may I unlock the door.”  
When she handed him the key, he inserted it in the lock, and 

continued on page 34...
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the door sprung open. She was unaware why he almost skipped 
down the hall.

He had her ring; but did it fit? When he showed it to his 
sister, she slipped it on her finger and headed out to visit Lena. 
“Do you want to try on my ring?” she asked Lena. Ironically, the 
ring was a perfect fit. 

But Lena would never wear it. Stalin had other plans and 
closed the Bible School and arrested the professors. To release 
the teachers from prison in Simferopol, students pooled their 
money, and Nicolai sold the two gold rings. 

That summer Lena toiled on the threshing floor in Nikolai’s 
village. As foreman, Nikolai kept an eye on her and asked if 
she would meet him that evening on the path behind the farms. 
Though they’d never spent time together alone, she had listened 
to Nikolai’s preaching, sung under his direction, and learned 
much about him in her two years of Bible School. She wasn’t 
surprised when he took her hand and asked, “Would you take 
this hand for life?”

She had no idea what was coming. That five years later they 
would have to flee Crimea and end up trapped in Moscow with 
Stalin threatening deportation. That her husband would be jailed 
in Lubjanka and that she’d hide out in a mother/baby home until 
her third child was born. That she would escape Moscow but 
would be forced to leave behind a toddler in Crimea. That two 
years later she would be reunited with her five-year-old first-
born.

Or that fifty years later her seven children and twelve 
grandchildren would gather on their homestead in Blaine, 
Washington for a family reunion to celebrate their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary. And that at the church ceremony, their 

Love Story, continued from page 33...

continued on next page...
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Sept–October Drawing 
Winner Announced
Enter This Issue’s 

Giveaway!
Congratulations to Rita Freshwaters of Sedona. AZ, our 

lucky winner from the September-October issue!
Rita will enjoy a $30 Gift Certificate to spend at her 

favorite Antique Register advertiser, Sweet Pea Trading in 
Camp Verde, AZ. Rita says it’s her favorite shop because the 
staff is friendly, helpful and always available, and the mall 
has great items!

Want to be our next winner?
This issue features another $30 Gift Certificate giveaway. 

Enter and tell us where you pick up the paper! 
We love hearing from our readers about how they use 

The Antique Register to hunt for great finds, interesting 
items and special events. Remember to take a copy with you 
as you travel in and around Arizona, California and Northern 
Nevada. We wish everyone joyous and safe holidays!

simple love story would be told and the congregation learned 
why Nikolai and Lena had never worn wedding bands. 

And she couldn’t know that her 
children and grandchildren believed 
in this love story. To celebrate and 
honor it, they surprised Nicolai and 
Lena with two golden rings. Two 
golden rings for the two hands that 
went through life empty, and two 
hearts that were full.

Ann Marie Stewart’s novel, 
The Remnants: One Family’s 
Escape from Stalin’s Russia, 
comes out in 2026.  Please sign 
up for her newsletter for updates: 
AnnMarieStewart.com. 

C 2025 All Rights Reserved

Love Story, continued from page 34...
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• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century furniture 
& other unique pieces from that era.

• Avalon Antiques
140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very eclectic. 
Worth the walk across the street.

• Antiques O�  � e Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glass-primitives-older 
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.) 
Always buying.  Open 7 days a week.

209 W Gurley St • 928-515-3062
Antique - Vintage - Modern.  Curated Arts, Jewelry, Furnishings, 
and Much More. Conserving the Past - Creating a Future.
Open 7 Days a Week.

• Presco�  Patina

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna
8490 E. State Route 69, #B , Prescott Valley, 
right behind the Gas Station off Navajo. 928-771-1711  
A Unique Retail Resale Shop. 
Up to 50% Off Holiday Special!
Hours:  MON-FRI 10:30 - 4:30, SAT by Appt. only.

Presco�  Valley Shops

324 S Montezuma • 928-830-4143
Voted Best of Prescott, Yavapai County and top 10 places to go 
antiquing in Arizona! Specializing in true western memorabilia, 
furniture, jewelry, home decor and everything country cool. Be sure 
to check for upcoming events on our FB and Instagram pages. 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm
cowgirlcountryantiques.com

• Cowgirl Country Antiques

• Presco�  Antiques
915 E Gurley St – 928-800-9776 
Antique Shop - Guns - Coins - Classic Cars
2 Buildings - Three stories - Courtyard full of a little bit of everything.
Signs, gas/oil, MCM, Vintage, Glassware, Western, Crystals and more.
Open Monday - Saturday 9-5 & Sunday 10-4
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Become Inspired

Anticipating the Wonder of 
the Holiday Season

by Annice Bradley Rockwell
Often one of the most anticipated times of the year, the holiday 

season is filled with plentiful opportunities to create spaces 
that welcome and inspire. With themed gatherings planned for 
family and friends, we often feel a great sense of anticipation to 
share our creativity and to beautifully transform our homes to 
suit the season of celebration. 

Charming Authenticity 
In order to design a seasonal 

space, we can often use some of our 
favorite classic antiques accented by 
elements of nature to surround us with 
charming authenticity. An antique lift-
top mule chest in early red paint can be 
heightened and enhanced by stacking 
a smaller antique box in blue on top. 
Nestling boughs of evergreen between a 
primitive trencher and a blue decorated 
stoneware jug adds a balancing touch of nature to our vignette. 

Antique sleds that radiantly reveal their use from age can be 
adorned with a spray of fresh hemlock, red berries and twinkling 
white lights to brighten the corner of the hearth. Centerpieces 
created by using a large, divided carrier filled with greens and 
cones can feature a glass chimney to hold an antique hogscraper 
or one of our favorite scented country candles like “Orange 
Clove Pomander” or “Balsam Christmastide.” 

Early punched tin lighting that has come to represent 
tradition and comfort can be used to cast the beautiful play of 
light it was intended to create. Petite cedar trees in various sizes 
can be placed in crocks, firkins, early kegs or baskets to enliven 
a seating area or even brighten a country bathroom. Handmade 
country stockings fashioned from woven coverlets in bright red 
can be filled with greens and hung on our mantel or an interior 
door to add texture and color to our rooms. 

Embracing the Magic 
One of the blessings of the holidays is planning a festive night 

out with friends to take in the sights and sounds of Christmas. 
Main streets of small towns become magical and unusually alive 
on an Open House Night when storefront windows gleam with 
the glow of Christmas. Through the front windows we can see 
freshly decorated inviting displays of antiques, textiles, scented 
candles and decorations that deeply appeal to our country style. 
As we enter these local shops the music of the dulcimer plays 
traditional tunes while we take in a cup of hot mulled cider 
while we browse. We know that the hand-selected purchases we 
make are even more special because they are local and support 
the shops that provide us with a sense of genuine connection. 

After finding the perfect treasures to give as gifts or the ideal 
antique to enhance our displays, we can visit a local restaurant 
that promises to be a memorable part of our night. Taking time 
to plan a festive, local night out is time well-spent as we share in 
the abundant blessings of giving. 

This season, enjoy the anticipation of creating magic. 
Transform your home to include the splendor of a country 
Christmas. Spend a treasured evening with friends embracing 
the sense of wonder that this spectacular season always brings.

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of 
Pomfret Antiques. She is currently working on her book, New 
England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com
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Life in Skunk Hollow

The Day That Frosty 
Melted

by Julie A. Druck
This week I undid the house of all its holiday finery and 

put the Christmas decorations away for another year. That is 
all except Frosty. I have a vintage plastic blow mold Frosty 
decoration from the ‘50s. Every year for decades he stood 
sentinel next to the front door of my grandparents’ home. As 
a little girl I often had a Christmas picture taken next to him. 
When my grandfather died 13 years ago, I inherited Frosty and 
he has proudly stood sentinel on MY front porch for those years. 
But alas, Frosty has begun to melt.

I noticed how bad he was last night. We had an extremely 
windy day, and Frosty had blown over. When I went to set him 
back up, I saw what I have been unwilling to acknowledge for 
the last several years. Frosty’s base was becoming more and 
more brittle and cracked. My husband has been telling me for a 
while that Frosty’s time has come, but I didn’t want to hear it. 
Last night, I couldn’t deny the truth.

It sounds crazy that I’m mourning the loss of a Christmas 
decoration. But, in my mind, Frosty represents something 
much more intangible than a hunk of plastic. I lived with my 
grandparents for three years as a little girl and then for another 
ten years right next door to them. Their home was a haven of 
comfort and peace and joy to me. Every day was a holiday 
with my grandmother. Our supper table always looked like a 
lay-out from a vintage women’s magazine – deliciousness and 

simple beauty were always 
on the menu.  And when 
any holiday rolled around, 
my grandmother went full 
tilt into making it special 
in every way.  As for my 
grandfather, he was a bright 
beacon of warm light who 
loved me – not for what I 
did or didn’t do – but simply 
because I was his Julie.

So, you see, in my mind, 
Frosty is a symbol of all 
the love and joy I received 
in my grandparents’ home.  
But as I set Frosty upright 
again, I knew it was time 
to say goodbye. I went in 

and tearfully told my husband that Frosty could go with three 
stipulations: that he would take one last photo of me with my 
snowman, that he would dispose of the remains without telling 
me how or when or where he did it and that he would remove 
Frosty’s little metal shovel and save it for me as a keepsake. 

As I contemplated my decision further, I realized that 
just because Frosty goes, doesn’t mean that the memories he 
represents have to go. I still hold all the dearness and love of my 
grandparents in my heart that I can access at any time. And so, 
though Frosty won’t be back again someday, he, and all that he 
stands for, will forever hold a warm place in my heart.

Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania and writes from 
her farm in Skunk Hollow. She’d welcome your comments at 
thedrucks@netzero.com.
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