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Cover Story

Patterns of the Past 
Antique Mall Is in Old 
Town Apache Junction

by Barb Stillman, Publisher 
When my sister Phyllis Cypert moved to Phoenix from 

California seven years ago, we decided it would be fun to explore 
Arizona together. Of course, we have the perfect destination 
planner right at our fingertips—
The Antique Register—and 
getting out and visiting our 
advertising shops is one of the 
best parts of my job as publisher!

We have made many trips but, 
since Phyllis works alongside 
me at The Antique Register, it is 
often hard to get away from the 
office. But, on a recent Sunday 
afternoon, we were determined 
to go to Apache Junction so we 
could visit Patterns of the Past 
Antique Mall that has been on 
our must-visit wish list. During 
the easy drive from North 
Phoenix, we enjoyed lively 
conversation and were looking 
forward to exploring the area and its delightful backdrop of the 
fabulous Superstition Mountains.

When we reach our destinations on these fun excursions, 
Phyllis and I usually head in different directions and then meet 
up to share some of our great “find.” At Patterns of the Past 
Antique Mall, I found one of my favorites— a booth with 
western antiques and, what a customer called, “men’s things” as 
he expressed surprise at my interest in them. But I thoroughly 
enjoyed checking them out and many of the items I liked are 
shown on our front cover. These are just a small sampling of 
what the Mall offers so you’ll want to plan your own visit to 
explore all the treasures that are available!

Phyllis and I both love music 
and found decades-old sheet 
music. It was fun to reminisce 
over long time favorites plus 
discover other songs by familiar 
artists or composers. Phyllis 
came home with sheet music for 
“The Eyes of Texas Are Upon 
You,” which has special meaning 
for us Texan-born sisters!

Owner Eric Thomas opened 
Patterns of the Past Antique 
Mall in Old Town Apache 
Junction in 1995 in what was 
originally the AJ Bayless 

Shopping Center built in 1960. With a sales background and 
a determination to work hard, Eric, along with his wife Tracy, 
have grown their business into one of the premier malls in 
Arizona. The location in the heart of Apache Junction attracts 
an especially large number of visitors since people from all over 
the world come to see the Superstition Mountains, Canyon and 
Saguaro Lakes and Goldfield Ghost town. 

Continued on page 5...
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Tracy told us, “We find that many tourists stop in at the 
Antique Mall on their way out to the lakes or as they enjoy other 
local activities.

Apache Junction’s oldest 
and largest antique mall with 
over 80 dealers, Patterns of 
the Past Antique Mall offers a 
huge variety of items, including: 
western and Native American, 
kitchen ware, signage, artwork, 
vintage and antique furniture and 
home décor— just to name a few. 
This 12,000 square foot antique 
mall is easy to maneuver with 
wide disabled-accessible aisles, 
well-organized booths that were 
tidy and clean, and with an appeal 
that draws you into the spaces. 
You can tell the owners and staff 
take pride in the Antique Mall.

In addition to Eric and Tracy, 
there is a staff of four employees 

who have been with the Mall from two to twenty years. Dennis 
Merrill is a musician and builds guitars/mandolins and is the 
Mall’s Mr. Fixit. Henry Bollweg, an Arizona native and avid 
antique dealer, has a passion for antique bottles, jars and 
advertising. Justina (Tina) Jeffries has a background in antiquing 
and collecting and a love for jewelry of all types. Sheree Frey is 
a musician who loves rock and roll, guitars and animals.

As the Phoenix area has grown and expanded to the east, so 
has Patterns of the Past grown. Eric and Tracy are thrilled to see 
so many new young faces coming into the store. 

Tracy said, “It has been very exciting seeing a rising interest 
and appreciation of antiques and collectibles by teenagers to 
thirty-somethings. We have a huge appreciation, too, for our 
regular customers and winter visitors. It’s always wonderful to 
see them return each year.”

Tracy and Eric invite you to come out and explore Patterns 
of the Past. “We are not a stuffy store. You might hear classic 
rock playing on the radio one day and the next day it might 
be 50s bop. We are casual and we like the atmosphere to be 
upbeat and fun. We welcome all ages and hope everyone has a 
great shopping experience. The most important thing about our 
business is our great customer base and our loyal employees.”

Patterns of the Past Antique Mall is located at 300 W. 
Apache Trail, Suite #101, in Old Town Apache Junction. You 
can call 480-671-3566 or email Patternsantiques@gmail.com. 
Plan your next adventure and explore the wonderful antiques 
and collectibles they have waiting for you. If you’re interested 
in knowing more about the Apache Junction area, ask one of the 
staff for a recommendation. You will not be disappointed.

Patterns of the Past, continued from page 3...
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Those Were The Days!

The Mystery of 
CliffsNotes’ Plush Toys

by Jay Mark 
Over the past 17 years, this column has covered more than 

100 subjects—mostly dealing with antiques and collectible 
items. Now comes this article that I find one of the most 
challenging. I’ll explain.

How does one write about a “collectible” that few seem to be 
aware of? If it’s unknown, is it even a “collectible?” When we 
are done, though, you will know as much as I do. And I predict 
that for many of you the desire to collect something you knew 
nothing about at the start will become high on your list.

I can just see 
you strolling into an 
antique store or mall 
inquiring about these 
delightful items. 
Only to be returned 
with a clerk’s blank 
stare. In all my 
journeys, I do not 
recall ever seeing one 
on the open market. 
Even a recent survey 
of eBay, the world’s 
giant marketplace 
for antiques and 
collectibles, revealed 

Founders of the popular CliffsNotes’ 
study guides were Clifton and Catherine 
Hillegass who started their publishing house 
in the basement of their Lincoln, Nebraska, 
home in 1958. Little did they know that five 
years later they would be selling more than a 
million copies a year.

Continued on page 8...
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only a dozen or so.
Thirty years before Ty Beanie Babies exploded on the 

market in 1993, inaugurating a ridiculous frenzy of collecting, 
CliffsNotes’ plush toys were quietly attracting a small, but 
dedicated, legion of fans. Years later, could Beanie Babies have 
been fashioned after the CliffsNotes’ toys?

Permitting a personal 
observation, I have always thought 
that the CliffsNotes’ little animals 
were more adorable and had much 
more expressive character than the 
mass-produced Beanie Babies. (Ty 
fans, no hateful letters, please.)

You certainly know CliffsNotes. 
Nearly every high school or college 
student has used the condensed 
summaries of literature and other 
subjects as study guides before 
tests and reports, 

The iconic company that has 
saved the grades of many a student 
began, humbly, in 1958, in the 
Lincoln, Nebraska, basement 

of Clifton and Catherine Hillegass In just six years, the little 
company was selling more than a million books a year. 

In 1963, the Hillgasses created a novel way to reward their 
wholesale buyers by issuing one new plush toy each year. They 
were distributed, in limited editions, as premiums to wholesale 
bookstore buyers, mostly at industry trade shows. Their relative 
scarcity comes from the fact that they were never sold so 

Those Were The Days, continued from page 6...

Continued on page 10...

A variety of tags that 
identify toys made for 
CliffsNotes that help date 
of issue and manufacturer. 
Photo: Jay Mark
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quantities were kept relatively low.
In addition to being adorably cute and cuddly, a unique feature 

of CliffsNotes’ plush toys is that, with few exceptions, they all 
share variations of the same original two-color scheme—yellow 
and black—the colors of the corporate logo. 

Over the years, at least five toy manufacturers produced the 
plush toys for CliffsNotes. Companies like R. Dakin Company 
and Applause fabricated a majority of designs. Steve Smith and 
the Douglas Company produced the later toys.

This led to a variety of cover fabrics and stuffings. Some 
of the toys have a very soft, plush feel while others possess a 
coarser texture. Stuffings vary from soft to firm, including small 
Beanie-Baby-like pellets.

Full confession—I became a big fan while attending book 
industry trade shows. Each year, I made a beeline to the 
CliffsNotes’ booth to grab that year’s release until I built a 
collection of nearly thirty of the loveable little creatures. 

Consequently, I have long yearned to learn more about this 
unique marketing concept but have been mostly unsuccessful. 
Because CliffsNotes went through several changes in ownership, 
much of the company’s early history is apparently lost.  

I even tried getting as close to the source as possible. I 
reached out to Cliff and Catherine’s son Jim, who now lives in 
Minnesota. 

His response was less than revelatory, “Sorry to be a dead 
Continued on page 12...

Those Were The Days, continued from page 8...
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end, but I don’t know anything about the toys. That period is 
after my involvement. The (Cliffs)Notes did buy Christmas 
premiums from Brown and Bigelow (in St. Paul) so perhaps 
that’s how it started. Their ad agency was Swanson something 
in Lincoln.”

Regrettably, neither Swanson nor Brown & Bigelow 
responded to my request for information. Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, the current owner/publisher, was unable to provide 
any historical perspective. 

So the inspiration for the toys still remains an elusive 
mystery. All we have are the cute little beasts themselves. But 
they can help unravel some of our questions. Most have tags 
that identify the manufacturer and are usually dated. Based on 
information on some of the tags that accompanied each year’s 
issue, the first was distributed in 1963, just five years after the 
company published its first book—books actually—a series of 
sixteen Shakespeare study guides.

I have built a chronology from 1979 to 2008 in which I 
have discovered a delightful variety of distinctive animals—
everything from a bear to a zebra. If you are lucky enough 
to own earlier or later pieces, let me know. Maybe someday, 
together, we can assemble a complete history. 

For the few who know about them, there appears to be 
a respectable market for these specialty plush toys. Their 
diminutives sizes make them ideal candidates for display. A 
recent eBay survey revealed asking prices ranging between 
about $10 and $40. Remember, in addition to desirability, to 
achieve the highest value, the toys must be in original condition 
and retain all their descriptive tags.

Now that we have unveiled the brief and incomplete story 
of CliffsNotes’ plush animals, the only appropriate thing left 
is for the inveterate publisher to release a study guide on the 
condensed history of their tantalizing toys.  

Virtually a collectible himself, Jay Mark, a near half-century 
antiques business veteran and historian owns Those Were The 
Days!, now an online specialty bookstore. He also teaches, 
lectures and writes regularly about antiques and history. Reach 
him at jaymark@twtdbooks.com © 2021  

Those Were The Days, continued from page 10...

Clad in bright yellow and black, a sampling of more than 50 plush 
toys manufactured for CliffsNotes’ study guides and issued as premiums 
to wholesale buyers. Photo: Jay Mark
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Fun In Downtown Glendale 
On 

Teddy Bear Day, Sept. 11
As the end of summer approaches and schools are back 

in session, it will be time to get out and have some fun with 
your friends and family and … your teddy bears. For the last 
seventeen years, Glendale has celebrated National Teddy Bear 
Day in a big way and this year will be no different!

The day filled with all things teddy bear will be enjoyed 
on Saturday, September 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Historic 
Downtown Glendale and Catlin Court. Bring your very best 
teddy bear (or favorite stuffie – we won’t tell.) 

Begin your day at the Arizona Information Center, 5836 W. 
Palmaire Avenue, and pick up the event’s list of activities as 
well as the walking and shuttle map. To help you get around to 
all the “beary” fun, a free event shuttle will be running all day 
with several stops throughout Historic Downtown Glendale. 

Be sure to stop by Bears & More at 7146 N. 58th Drive, 
to donate funds for teddy bears with 100% of the proceeds 
benefitting local trauma Teddy programs, first responders and 
emergency rooms.

Shops and eateries will feature bear-themed activities and 
offers. The Glendale Fire Department and Glendale Police 
Department vehicles will be on display. Special guests will 
include Al the Bear who will be at the Information Center. Be 
sure to get your picture taken with Al—he loves posing for 
photos. 

There will be lots of things to do, like make-and take crafts, 
cookie decorating, photo ops and the ever-popular chocolate 
teddy bear decorating. You’ll find contests to win, raffles to enter 
and delicious food to enjoy. In Historic Downtown Glendale 
you can start with breakfast, stay for lunch and choose from 
lots of yummy dessert! The local eateries always have “berry” 
special menu items for the day and there is even a special Teddy 
Bear Day Tea (reservations required).

Stop and visit with the Glendale Police Department’s CAT 
Team, the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Department, get up close 
to a Glendale Fire Truck and meet the members of Arizona 
Search Dogs. These dogs and their handlers are part of the 
Arizona Task Force that gets deployed to natural and man-made 
disasters. They have helped in searches across the country, from 
Washington to Florida, Texas to New York and everywhere in 
between. 

Grab a lemonade and a baked good or two from 4 Cousins 
Lemonade Stand. This is their annual fundraiser for Arizona 
Search Dogs and all the money is donated to the team at the end 
of the day.  

Teddy Bear Day is filled with fun—but there is a serious 
side, too. For $10 you can purchase a teddy bear for the 
Trauma Teddy program. This program provides teddy bears to 
the Glendale Fire Department, Glendale Police Department, 
Maricopa County Sheriff Department and other west valley first 
responders. 

The teddy bears that find their way to the Teddy Trauma 
program have very important jobs to do—comforting children 
who find themselves in scary situations. It has been shown time 
and time again that these bears help first responders when they 
interact with and care for the little ones.  

This event is brought to you by Bears & More and the Historic 
Downtown Glendale Merchants Association in partnership with 
the downtown business community. Many thanks go to event 
shuttle sponsor Interstate Packaging Group Inc. and Teddy Bear 

partner, Aurora Gift.
For more information, please call 623-299-2060 or go to 

www.VisitDowntownGlendale.com.
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Tips on Downsizing
by Elizabeth Doré 

The first step is to make the commitment to change. Humans 
generally hate change and hate eliminating possessions they 
have owned over the many years  of their lives even more.

Downsize and declutter: Work room by room and eliminate 
items you can’t part with, things you would like to give your 
kids and personal documents. (Always ask your family first if 
they want these items. Many do not share your love of fine china 
or Royal Doulton figurines). 

Mark the property you are not selling and move onto the 
next room. Throw away as little as possible if it is usable. Who 
knows, it might be a hot new collectible. You would be surprised 
what the next generations are collecting. I was shocked to learn 
what my 1970’s denim jacket was selling for or even some of 
my 1990’s clothing.

Maybe it is time to consider hiring a professional. Receiving 
most of the profits of the sold personal property by hiring a pro 
is definitely worth eliminating the angst, separation anxiety and 
hard physical labor required to host an estate sale. 

Professional liquidators know how to correctly price 
your precious property. They know where and what to say in 
advertising, provide security and personnel to make your stuff 
magically change from clutter to cash. They usually donate the 
unsold leftovers and carry them off to your favorite charity, 
returning with an IRS donation slip. Remember, always obtain 
a contract detailing exactly what services your professional is 
providing to avoid miscommunication or surprises.

Then, all you have to do is wait for your big check to arrive. 
Another benefit to hiring a professional liquidator is the ability 
to show off your home to potential real estate buyers. I know 
of many instances where properties have sold from estate sale 
showings when pros work with the Realtor. 

Ask friends, neighbors, Realtors and the Internet for referrals. 
Then you can sit back, enjoy lightening your load and moving 
on to the next, exciting phase of your life. Remember, you can’t 
take it with you. 

Elizabeth Doré, ISA, AM, is a certified appraiser. She owns 
ABD Antique Appraisers & Estate Sales in Glendale.
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Rinker On Collectibles

An Antique Is Anything 
Made Before 2000

by Harry L. Rinker 
Edward de Bono’s Six Thinking Hats was published in 1985 

by Little Brown & Company. de Bono identified six colored hats 
designed to expedite group discussion and planning. They were: 
a blue hat (the Big Picture), a green hat (creativity, new ideas), a 
white hat (facts and information, neutrality), a yellow hat (positive 
assessment), a red hat (emotional feelings) and a black hat (negative, 
pessimistic).

In group interaction, the black hat argument that “we cannot do 
that” was often the first hat worn when an idea was advanced. de 
Bono’s six hats were designed to change the thinking process and 
delay the presence of the black hat until each of the other five hats 
were worn. The six hats normally are not used for the individual 
thought, although they can be. I am going to use them to explain 
why, in 2021, an antique is anything made before 2000. Consider 
the following before putting on your black hat.

It is necessary to put this column in perspective before proceeding. 
When “Rinker on Collectibles” began in the mid-1980s, Column #1 
tackled the difficult task of differentiating between an antique and 
a collectible. Column #942 was entitled “An Antique Is Anything 
Made Before 1963.” “An Antique is Anything Made Before 1980,” 
Column #1400, moved the definition forward. Column #1664 
entitled “What is an Antique? – A 21st Century Definition” offered 
my first thoughts on how the transition from the 20th century to the 
21st century impacted the perception of what is an antique and a 
collectible. It did not raise the question of whether these terms have 
lost their meaning. This column does. 

All these columns are available in “Defining An Antique” in the 
“Rinker on Collectibles Special Series” URL on www.harryrinker.
com.

When the 20th century transitioned to the 21st century in 2000 
or 2001—depending on one’s point of view—I, along with many 
others, did not see a significant change in life style. December 
15, 1999, was almost identical to January 15, 2000. This feeling 
prevailed for over a decade. Hindsight is better than foresight. As 
the 21st century ended its second decade, the change became much 
clearer.

It is now 2021. Individuals born after 1990 consider themselves 
citizens of the 21st century, which has now begun its third decade. 
From a Big Picture perspective, there is a noticeable change between 
the 20th and 21st century. The digital age dominates the 21st century. 

Giveaway Winner from 
July - August Issue

We have one giveaway winner from our last issue. 
Carol Hildeen from Phoenix will be sent a $25 Gift 

Certificate to be spent at her favorite Antique Register 
advertiser, Antique Gatherings also in Phoenix.

Carol told us this is her favorite mall because, “They have 
the best variety and top quality antiques!”

We love hearing from our readers about how they enjoy 
The Antique Register and use it to hunt for great finds 
and special items. In this issue, there is another $25 Gift 
Certificate giveaway so be sure to enter and tell us where you 
pick up The Antique Register. Be sure to take a copy with you 
if you travel in and around Arizona this fall! 

Continued on page 18...
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A question used to determine the age of an individual is no longer, 
“Where were you when President Kennedy was assassinated?” but 
is, “Do you remember life before the personal computer?”

The green hat encourages looking at an idea from new 
perspectives. Do the terms antiques and collectibles in 2021 
continue to have the same importance and meaning as they did in 
the 20th century?  There is a strong possibility that they do not. 
Instead of becoming more tightly defined over the past two decades, 
the meaning of the terms has broadened and blurred. The terms 
are often used interchangeably on Internet websites, such as eBay 
and Instagram. There are no Internet police assigned to enforcing 
the proper terminology. The Internet has increased the role of 
individuality whereby everyone is his or her own authority.

In the 20th century, auctioneers, dealers and collectors 
controlled the definition of antique and collectible. In the 21st 
century, the influence of collectors in determining the fate of the 
antiques and collectibles marketplace continues to fade. Decorators, 
reuse proponents, and investment speculators are the major players. 
Many auctioneers and dealers have adjusted their approaches and 
inventories to fit their needs as opposed to serving the collecting 
community. What were once antiques and collectibles have now 
become accent pieces, recyclables and commodities.

There are several facts (white hat) that suggest a new definition 
of antiques and collectibles is essential.

First, a division of the antiques and collectibles marketplace 
into antiques, collectibles and desirables (objects with an unproven 
secondary market resale track record) is no longer viable. Today, 
buyers and sellers use terms,  such as vintage and retro, which are 
impossible to define accurately and appear far more frequently than 

antique and collectible. Instead of a cohesive whole, the antiques 
and collectibles market has become a free-for-all venue. Everyone 
feels free to create his or her own interpretation and definition.

Millennial and Generation Z are future focused. Although some 
care about the past, the vast majority could not care less. Most 
do not want their family heirlooms. “Get rid of the junk” is their 
common plea to the older generations. They have a buy it new, 
use it and then toss it aside mindset. Avoid clutter. Their embrace 
of decluttering has not had a positive impact on collecting or the 
antiques and collectibles market.

Collecting as a concept has suffered. It is no longer fashionable 
to collect. Collecting as a status symbol is long gone. “It’s an 
antique” is a phrase more often spoken in disdain than praise. 
Modern emphasis on family usually does not include stressing 
the importance of family heirlooms. Most individuals under thirty 
are hard pressed today to name their great grandparents let alone 
identify where they are buried. Those over sixty are lucky if they 
know where their grandparents are buried.

Spending a day antiquing is no longer an adventure for the vast 
majority of the general population. It has dropped entirely off the 
adventure list for most people under forty.  Countryside antiques 
shops are vanishing. The average age continues to climb among 
those attending antiques and collectibles flea markets and show. In 
2021, far too many collectors have grey hair or none at all.

The yellow hat suggests it is better to accept rather than challenge 
the changes wrought to the definition of antique and collectibles 
in the 21st century. The good news is that collecting survives. The 
bad news is that the modern collectors’ focus in terms of approach 
and objects falls outside the traditionalist 20th century approach to 

Rinker, continued from page 16...

Continued on page 23...
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Friendliness is our mott o!

owner, Don Fisher
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collecting. I always argued that I did not care what a person collects 
as long as the person collects. I continue to hold to that belief.

Antique, although more broadly defined than ever, continues to 
be part of the popular vocabulary. This is not true for collectible. No 
universally accepted definition for collectible exists in 2021.

During my career, I have watched the “hot” collecting decade 
change from the 1950s to the 1960s to the 1970s to the 1980s to 
the 1990s—where it currently resides. I probably will live long 
enough to see it shift to the 2000s. When the traditional antique and 
early collectible collector looks at what is hot from the 1990s, such 
as sealed game cartridges and Pokémon cards and the prices they 
realize, they shake their heads in disbelief. Prices easily can exceed 
that of the “finest” antique.

Emotionally (red hat), no one wants to be considered an antique. 
People refuse to accept that anything from their childhood to the 
present is an antique. Realizing this, I offered an alternate definition 
for an antique in an earlier column—an antique is any object that a 
person does not remember. If not remembered, it must be old. If it is 
old, it must be an antique.

The black hat is worn by the 20th century traditional antique 
collectors who continued to hold fast to the one-hundred-year rule. 
The difficulty is that one hundred years ago in 2021 is 1921.

I created Rinker’s 30 Year Rule—for the first thirty years of 
anything’s life, all its value is speculative—to distinguish between 
collectibles (a stable secondary resale market) and desirables. 
In 2021, the rule has outlived its usefulness. The definition of an 
antique differs based on the age of the definer. In the 21st century, 
collectible is rapidly becoming a meaningless term, a result of the 
demise of the printed price guides devoted exclusive to collectibles 
that were instrumental in defining the term.

When scholars read this column in 2035, their only question 
will be, “What was all the fuss about? I assumed an antique was 
anything made before 2010.”

Harry L. Rinker welcomes questions from readers about 
collectibles, those mass-produced items from the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries. Selected letters will be answered in this 
column. Harry cannot provide personal answers. Photos and other 
material submitted cannot be returned. Send your questions to: 
Rinker on Collectibles, 5955 Mill Point Court SE, Kentwood, MI  
49512. You also can e-mail your questions to harrylrinker@aol.
com. Only e-mails containing a full name and mailing address will 
be considered.

Copyright  © Harry L. Rinker, LLC, 2021

Rinker, continued from page 18...



24 The Antique RegisterF Cottonwood • Prescott F

Furniture Tips
by Becky Dunlap 

When you first see that your furniture has a problem—i.e., 
getting loose, wobbly or broken—get it fixed immediately. Keep 
your vintage furniture out of direct harsh sunlight. The UV rays 
can be very harmful to the finish and materials like cane or 
fabric can become very faded and brittle with time. 

As dust collects, clean your furniture using a product 
designed for vintage and antique furniture. Be sure not to leave 
streaks behind.

I do not advise using products found at your local or big box 
grocery stores, especially those that can be used on “everything.” 
It is best to use a product that is designed specifically for your 
furniture, such as Howard Products that are carried by repair, 
furniture and hardware stores. When in doubt, find and ask a 
furniture repair shop for suggestions. Treat your furniture as you 
would your skin or face and it will last a lifetime for you.

Do you want to change a chair seat to a different style or 
different material? A rush seat can be changed to rawhide, 
shaker, twill Splint seat. A hand or pressed cane chair seat can 
be changed to press leather or a leather seat. Another option is 
a seat board that can be padded and covered with upholstery 
material.

The iron base of a singer sewing machine can become the 
base for a side table or a new vanity sink. The base to a vintage 
wood cook stove can become the base for that new coffee table. 
Like that trunk? Make it into a coffee table.

Take a class or one-on-one instruction on how to restore 
that special piece, whether it is caning, support repairing or a 

Continued on page 26...
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• Bayberry’s Antique Dolls
442 S Montezuma St. • 928-445-8559
We have Antique Dolls, Vintage Dolls and some newer Fashion 
Dolls too! Come in and see what we have!
bayberrysantiquedolls.com

• Merchandise Mart Antique Mall
205 N. Cortez • 928-776-1728
N. AZ’s largest antique mall, over 15,000 sq. ft. Est. 1986. 
Antiques, collectibles, furniture, and a whole lot more. Buy & Consign. 
Daily 10-5. Sun 11-4.  
www.prescottantiquestores.com.

• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century furniture 
& other unique pieces from that era.

• Avalon Antiques
140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very eclectic. 
Worth the walk across the street.

• Antiques Off The Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glass-primitives-older 
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.) 
Always buying.  Open 7 days a week.

117 N. Cortez - 928-445-1460
A destination, one-stop shop with over 30 well-appointed vendors.
Classic – Retro – Industrial – Boho.Clothes & Jewelry. Annie Sloan 
Paint and workshops. Open Sun-Thurs 10-5, Fri & Sat 10-7
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

• The Marketplace on Cortez

209 W Gurley St • 928-515-3062
Antique - Vintage - Modern.  Curated Arts, Jewelry, Furnishings, 
and Much More. Conserving the Past - Creating a Future.
Open 7 Days a Week.

• Prescott Patina

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna
8490 E. State Route 69, #B , Prescott Valley, right behind the Gas Station 
off Navajo. 928-771-1711/soforthandwhatnot.com
A Unique Retail Resale Shop. We are a FFL Dealer. Please come by and 
take a look at our great assortment of Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns & Ammo.
Hours: MON-FRI 10:30 - 5:30.

Prescott Valley Shops

324 S Montezuma • 928-830-4143
One of Prescott’s Premiere Antique Malls Over 6,000 sq ft of 
Authentic Antiques! Check out upcoming dates for ANTIQUES & 
MORE on the LOT. 
Voted Best Antiques: Readers Choice 2020 & 2021
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm
Find us on FB & Insta Email – cowgirlcountryantiques@gmail.com

• Cowgirl Country Antiques

• Prescott Antiques
915 E Gurley St – 928-800-9776 
Antiques and Classic Cars
2 Three-story buildings full of Antiques and Collectibles
Classic Cars & Trucks for Sale in Parking Garage
www.prescottantiques.com
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complete restoration. 
Finding a qualified repairperson can be a challenge. If you 

don’t find anything in your local phonebook, I recommend 
checking with the following businesses: local Chamber of 
Commerce, furniture and rent to own furniture stores, antique 
and upholstery shops, friends and acquaintances for referrals. 

When in doubt, think outside the box. Do not be afraid to 
ask a furniture repairperson for suggestions or ideas. Most are 
happy to share their knowledge.

Becky Dunlap has been restoring furniture for fifty years 
and her specialty is caning, which she has been doing for forty 
plus years. Furniture repair/restoration has been the foundation 
of her business, Airport Antiques & The Furniture Lady in 
Pendleton, OR. Learn more at www.pendletonfurniturelady.com 
or on Facebook. Email Info@PendeltonfurnitureLady.com or 
call 541-278-0141. See ad on page 39.

Furniture Tips continued from page 24...
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Colt Pistols Are 
Considered Most Iconic, 

Collectible in History
by Jim Olson 

The most iconic and collectible firearms in history have 
arguably been Colt pistols. Samuel Colt made his first firearm 
in 1836 and a long-lasting legacy was born. A famous saying 
from the 1800s was, “God made all men, but Sam Colt made all 
men equal.” 

The Colt Single Action Army (AKA the Colt SAA, 
manufactured 1873 to present) is an obvious standout in the 
field, but pretty much any old Colt is desirable somewhere in 
the collector world. There are hundreds of different models and 
versions to go after. But no matter which version a collector 
is focusing on, savvy collectors tend to put value on certain 
things. Here are the top five things to consider when valuing a 
collectible firearm. 

First would be rarity and popularity. It takes a combination of 
both because not all rare models are popular and not all popular 
models are rare. An example of a rare and desirable handgun 
would be the Colt Walker Revolver. These were made in 1847 
and only about 1100 of them were ever made. To this date, the 
most expensive firearm sold was a Colt Walker that brought 1.8 
million at auction (even a worn out one can bring 50k or more). 
On the other hand, there were also only about 1000 of the Model 
1855 Colt Revolving Rifles ever made, but they do not command 
anywhere near the price of a Colt Walker—they are just not as 
desirable to collectors. When collecting for investment, savvy 
collectors search out rarity, while keeping in mind desirability 
at the same time.

Next would be condition. There is a saying that goes, 
“Condition is everything.” This is especially true when dealing 
with older and collectible items. Old Colts that remain in good 
condition are highly desirable. A few things to consider that 
can affect a condition score are: Is it original or has it been 
restored or tampered with? If original, how much finish is left? 
Is it mechanically sound and tight? In the “Blue Book of Gun 
Values” an early black powder model 1873 Colt SAA (under 
serial number 22,000) in excellent condition books at $35,000 
while one in poor condition is worth only a couple thousand 
dollars. As you can see, condition makes a huge difference in 
value. 

Special or unique features would be other things to look for. 
Is it engraved or does it have special grips? If so, by whom? 
Were they ordered by the factory or done at their direction? If 
aftermarket, is it period correct? Or modern aftermarket? Does 
it have a barrel address that was only used for a short period of 
time or during a transition with the company (such as a London 
barrel address on an 1849 pocket or 1851 Navy model)? Or was 
it inspected by a certain inspector (such as a Colt SAA with an 
Ainsworth inspection mark)? Or shipped to a certain person or 
place? There are many little nuances that can mean hundreds or 
even thousands of dollars worth of difference.

Historical significance is another factor that also plays a part 
in a firearm’s value. The Colt SAA is iconic because of its place 
in history. Even though there were hundreds of thousands of 
them made over the years and they are not all that rare, they 
are still very desirable to collectors because of their place in 
history. A model 1911 is another example of a gun that was 
mass-produced for a very long time, but they sell well because 
of their significance and the early ones can be highly desirable to 

Continued on page 36...

LITTLE  BARREL
Antiques & Collectibles

“A Unique Experience In Shopping, With 
Quality Merchandise At Reasonable Prices”

Clocks are Our Specialty
Gifts • Primitives & Furniture • Estate Liquidation

Located Across From The Historic City Hall
507 E. Florence Blvd • Casa Grande

Call for Hours
Donna Kerr • Owner       Dealers Welcome

520-836-3659
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Call to speak with a representative today to 
make sure your shop or event gets included in 

our October-November issue:

NOW IN CIRCULATION 
AT ALL 

ADVERTISING SHOPS

Now in our 31st year of publishing The Country Register!

Read The Country Register 
on-line at

www.countryregister.com/AZ

Deadline for 
October-November 

Issue is September 1, 2021

Contact us: 
602-942-8950 

or 888-942-8950
arizona@barlomedia.com
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Tucson’s Guide 
 To Great Antiquing & Collecting

Contact shops for current shop hours

 

1. Midtown Merchantile Merchants 
      4443 E Speedway Blvd • 520-777-7275

2. Speedway Antique Mall 
     5045 E Speedway Blvd • 520-327-1200

3.  Tom’s Fine Furniture &     
      Collectibles 
       5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210 

4. AZ Modern 
        4469 E 5th St • 520-977-5340 

5.  22nd Street Antique Mall 
       5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262 

6.  American Antique Mall 
       3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070  

7.  Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles 
       4101 E Grant Road • 520-777-8188 

8.  Antiques Etc. 
       2319 N Country Club Rd. • 520-322-6269 

9.  Adobe House Antiques 
        2975 N Country Club Rd. • 520-325-9439 

10. Arte De La Vida 
       37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

11. Sunshine Shop Tucson 
       2934 E Broadway • 520-389-4776 

12. Safe Shift Estate Sale/Resale 
       2801 E. Grant Rd. • 520-603-3055 

13. Ignite Sign Art Museum 
       331 S. Olsen. • 520-319-0888 

14. Patriot House Antiques 
       5827 N  N Oracle Rd. • 520-314-1779
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collectors. Also, a weapon tied to a specific historical character 
or event is generally highly desirable. History pays.

The last thing we will consider here is price. If “condition 
is everything,” then price is the most important thing (often the 
deciding factor). There are hundreds, even thousands, of dollars 
worth of difference from firearm to firearm based on some 
of the facts mentioned above. So, in order for a firearm to be 
highly collectible and demand a big price, it has to be “right” in 
a number of ways. On the other hand, a lesser quality gun can 
become more attractive with a lower price point that makes it 
seem like a bargain. Most savvy collectors, however, will tell 
you to buy the best you can afford and work on trading up from 
there—don’t just “price shop.”

A parting thought to consider is authenticity. There are a lot 
of fakes out there, especially when it comes to items costing 
several thousands of dollars or more. There are people who can 
take an old worn out gun and make it look practically new again. 
Serial numbers are often re-stamped and exaggerated stories are 
told like they are solid provenance—all in the hopes of moving 
a lower-end gun into the higher-end category. 

So get an education before purchasing and be sure to deal 
with a reputable dealer. Remember, the “sting” of paying $10k 
for what should have been a $1k gun really hurts.

Happy collecting!
Jim Olson is a published author, historian and co-owner of 

historic Western Trading Post in Casa Grand, which traces its 
roots back to 1877! Visit www.WesternTradingPost.com to see 
what it offers. Jim Olson © 2021

Colt Pistols, continued from page 30...
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Call 602-942-8950 
Next deadline is
October 1, 2021

A Deal For 
Dealers

Dealers can promote their 
 booths or the shows they 
participate in for $40.00. 

Effectively and affordably reach 
20,000 interested potential 

customers.

Cooling a Creamery Building 
Way “Back in the Day”

by Dave Emigh 
People often think it would be great to own a historical building 

or a home. Old buildings have a certain character that is nearly 
impossible to replicate in new construction. However, old buildings 
also come with their own “issues.”

In 1897, my great-grandfather, Ward Emigh, purchased the Walla 
Walla Creamery. The name was changed to the Shady Lawn Creamery 
in 1922. The “Walla Walla 2020 Historic Research Service” has 
traced the ownership of our buildings back to the late 1880s but they 
are older than that.  

In 1994, my wife Jill and I purchased the buildings from my 
mother and we established Shady Lawn Antiques. So, yes, we know 
about old commercial buildings with a lot of character and issues.  

One such on-going issue has been the heating and cooling of our 
building. There is simply no way to keep it as cool as we would like, 
especially on the most extreme days. The late June heat wave, with 
the record high of 116o, 
just reinforced this issue.

During that heat wave, 
I heard people say, “I’m 
just going to crank-up 
the AC and stay inside. 
“ Remember, there was 
a time when that was 
not possible. In fact, it was not until the late 1960s that central air-
conditioning was routinely installed in new house construction.

The heat event triggered my memory of how our building was 
heated and cooled in the old creamery manufacturing days. Those 
old days lasted up to 1994 when we installed the first (commercially 
manufactured) heating and cooling system that the building had ever 
had.

The original (1880s?) building eventually became the “old 
office.” It had a wood floor and thick walls that were filled with cork 
“insulation,” Near it, and essentially in the middle of the building, is 
a storage cooler.

The north and west “wings” of the building were added in the 
early 1900s. They feature concrete floors and exposed concrete 
footings/sills.  

The walls and ceilings of these wings were not insulated, which 
presents a heating/cooling problem. However, the lack of insulation 
allowed steam and moisture to escape without damaging the interior 
wooden walls and ceiling. Continued on next page...
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There is no indication that there was ever a specific overall heating 
and cooling plan. It was more like an interwoven set of practices, with 
each piece playing its part. This heating/cooling discussion covers the 
fifty-year period prior to 1994.

The biggest impact on the temperature of the building is the 
concrete floor and base of the walls. These floors are in effect a big 
thermal mass that stores heat (or cold).  

During the manufacturing days, the creamery well pumped 58o 
water, year-round. That water constantly flowed through hoses and 
ran across the floor. Depending upon the outside temperature, the 
well water would either cool or warm the floor. 

The main production room also has twenty-two-foot-tall ceilings. 
A series of small windows encircle the room near the ceiling. These 
windows could be opened to let the moist warm air rise and escape.

Two creamery operations produced a significant amount of heat. 
During the vat pasteurization process, cream was heated to 185o, for 
at least thirty minutes before it was then cooled. Steaming hot water 
was used in a Can Washer designed to clean and rinse milk cans. It 
was big enough to hold at least six of the large ten-gallon milk cans.  

The added heat was appreciated during the cold winter weather. 
However, during the summer, those processes were generally done at 
the end of the day.

The only “conventional” heating device was a steam radiator with 
a fan mounted behind it. It hung up in one corner of the production 
room. Steam was run through the radiator in the winter. The well 
water that was run through it in the summer made it into a “swamp 
cooler.”  

By the time that I remember that heater, it was a bit leaky. Steam 
would hiss out of it in the winter. In the summer, water also leaked 
out of it but that was no big deal. It would fall on the concrete floor 
and run to a floor drain.

If the worst summer job was washing milk cans (and it was), the 
best job was wrapping butter. The small butter wrapping room was 
immediately adjacent to the storage cooler that was cooled to 40o. A 
little cooler door was opened and an electric fan blew cold air into the 
butter wrapping room.

The cooler seemed to be a magical place. In the summer, the 40o 
temperature felt cool if not almost cold. While in the winter, when 
outside temperatures were in the teens, it felt warm.

As a young teenager, I always thought that it was great to wheel 
cans of cream into the cooler. I would go fast in the hot building and 
then slow down when I got into the cooler. I’m not sure that it helped 
but I thought that it did.  

My dad was even known to hose down the outside of his creamery 
boots with cold water in the summer. I’m not sure that helped, either.  
But do I know for certain that the unlimited supply of popsicles 
helped (at least mentally) and they were a big treat.

Stay cool and enjoy the summer.
Dave Emigh and his wife Jill are the owners of Shady Lawn 

Antiques in Walla Walla, WA, perfectly located in the 1870s wood 
frame creamery buildings that Dave’s great-grandfather purchased 
in 1897. Dave is a  professionally trained woodworker and he and 
his son Nick specialize in the restoration of oak furniture. Shady 
Lawn, in its 27th year, has become a regional destination for oak 
furniture and is also known for a well-curated display of country, 
rustic and rare and unique “small” antiques. Glimpses of the ever-
changing Shady Lawn inventory can be seen on Facebook and at 
www.shadylawnantiques.com. 

Cooling, continued from page 38...
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