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Cover Story
Speedway Antique Mall in 

Tucson is Celebrating 
Its 5th Anniversary

Speedway Antique Mall, which is centrally located in the 
heart of Tucson, is celebrating its Fifth Anniversary in April so 
we thought this was the perfect time to have them on our cover! 
Since opening on April 1, 2016, Owners Lori Maddox and the 
Maddox Family’s goal has been to provide a clean, comfortable 
and welcoming atmosphere for antiquing and thrifting in Tucson.

More than 170 vendors are featured in the 18,000+ square 
foot mall and, with merchandise coming in daily, you never 
know when you will find that special treasure you’ve been 
looking for. Vendors offer a wide range of items from every 
decade and style, including furniture and decor that is suitable 
for interior designers, stagers and collectors, whether local, out 
of state or even international. Masks are currently required. 

Lori said, “We take every opportunity we can to do upgrades 
and renovations around the Mall, especially while the store 
was closed to the public last spring due to Covid. We recently 
upgraded our AC and ceiling fans and are preparing to tint the 
large front windows to ensure we stay cool all summer. As 
another way to beat the Tucson heat, this summer we will have a 
selection of cold retro sodas that most people wouldn’t think are 
even still in production.” 

Not everyone likes to get their hands dirty while shopping, 
so the main area of the Mall is kept free from dust and debris. 
Those who prefer their antiquing a little more rugged can 
check out The Garage at the back of the Mall, which is where 
you can find more of the rusty, down to earth, and well-loved 
items. 

Making antiquing even sweeter is The Treat Shoppe with 
a variety of beverages, snacks and ice cream for sale. Take a 
trip down memory lane with the selection of retro candy. Also 
adding to shopping fun is streamlined music now playing—
and customers love it. Don’t be surprised to find yourself 
dancing in the aisles!  

Continued on page 7...
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Tucson’s Guide 
 To Great Antiquing & Collecting

Contact shops for current shop hours

 

1. Midtown Merchantile Merchants 
      4443 E Speedway Blvd • 520-777-7275

2. Speedway Antique Mall 
     5045 E Speedway Blvd • 520-327-1200

3.  Tom’s Fine Furniture &     
      Collectibles 
       5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210 

4. AZ Modern 
        4469 E 5th St • 520-977-5340 

5.  22nd Street Antique Mall 
       5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262 

6.  American Antique Mall 
       3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070  

7.  Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles 
       4101 E Grant Road • 520-777-8188 

8.  Antiques Etc. 
       2319 N Country Club Rd. • 520-322-6269 

9.  Adobe House Antiques 
        2975 N Country Club Rd. • 520-325-9439 

10. Arte De La Vida 
       37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

11. Sunshine Shop Tucson 
       2934 E Broadway • 520-389-4776 

12. Safe Shift Estate Sale/Resale 
       4911 E. 29th St. • 520-603-3055 

13. Ignite Sign Art Museum 
       331 S. Olsen. • 520-319-0888 

14. Patriot House Antiques 
       5827 N  N Oracle Rd. • 520-314-1779
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Every second Saturday of the month, from 6 to 8 p.m., you 
can shop the night away plus head outside and check out the 
Car Show that features a variety of vintage cars from classics 
to hot rods. A Food Truck and a Dessert Truck are available as 
well as refreshments for purchase inside.

Speedway Antique Mall takes items on consignment, 
although they currently have to limit these to specific items 
due to lack of available space. Consignment is perfect for 
those who are downsizing their home, moving, redecorating 
or just want to sell a few items. Detailed information can be 
found on the Mall’s website.  

The Mall started with a small staff consisting of family 
members, but as need has grown through the years, staff has 
been added. The Maddox Family is proud to bring in new staff 
members from all walks of life, varying from college students 
to retirees. 

What started as a family business, and will always be a 
family business, has grown a lot over the past five years. They 
offer second-hand, but are never second-best and credit their 
fantastic vendors, current and past, as well as the support and 
loyalty from their many customers for making Speedway 
Antique Mall the success it is today.

Speedway Antique Mall is located at 5045 East Speedway 
Boulevard, the corner of Speedway Blvd. and Rosemont, in 
Tucson. You can recognize the building by the Route 66 signs 
that are painted by the front doors. Learn more at https://
speedwayantiquemall.com/ or Facebook or Instagram. Email: 
info@speedwayantiquemall.com or call 520-327-1200.

Speedway Antique Mall, continued from page 3...
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Call to speak with a representative today to make sure 
your shop or event gets included in our April-May issue:

NOW IN CIRCULATION 
AT ALL ADVERTISING SHOPS

Now in our 31st year of publishing The Country Register!

Read The Country Register 
on-line at

www.countryregister.com/AZ

Deadline for 
April-May Issue is March 1, 2020

Contact us: 
602-942-8950 or 888-942-8950

arizona@barlomedia.com
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Sweet Pea Vintage in Camp Verde - a consignment shop 
where you will find all things old, kitschy, vintage, antique 
and more - is under new ownership. Now named Sweet Pea 
Trading, it will remain the same great store that its customers 
and consignors have enjoyed for the past fifteen years.

The new owners are Jack and Patricia Seltzer, who, along 
with their daughter Jenny, have been consignors at the shop 
since 2015. They had an opportunity to purchase the business 
this past summer and took ownership on July 1 from previous 
owner Wynne Melton.

Sweet Pea Trading currently 
has 34 vendors offering thousands 
of treasures, big or small, including 
an eclectic mix of antiques, home 
décor, repurposed, up cycled, 
reused, refurbished, furniture, 
Native American, Old West, tools, 
artwork, unique gifts, fudge and 
honey and much, much more, with 
new displays every week.

The store is an Elite Dealer for 
Dixie Belle Paint and Jenny Seltzer 
has received special training 
making her an awesome resource for Dixie Belle products. Eight 
amazing vendors make up a staff working as cashiers,  making 
customers feel welcome, and enjoy researching individual items. 

Located on Highway 260 on the road between Cottonwood 
and Strawberry/Pine, Sweet Pea is in an old building of about 
10,000 square feet, The store itself has about 8500 square feet 

Antiques, Vintage, Kitschy & More 
At Sweet Pea Trading in Camp Verde

plus there is a warehouse. A large porch features outdoor items 
and an even larger market room has furniture. 

The Seltzers said, “We had to close for a couple of months in 
2020 but have had tremendous local support since we reopened. 
We have reorganized the front area and the market room and 
added a nice customer restroom. Jenny has been instrumental 
in increasing our presence on Facebook, Google and Instagram. 
Stop in and see us.”

Jack and Pat came to Camp Verde in 2013 after retiring 
from teaching on the Navajo Reservation in Southeast Utah. 
They raised daughters Jenny and Andrea in beautiful Monument 
Valley. There, they had the unique opportunity to become 
friends with many of the local women and men who are talented 
weavers, silversmiths and artists. They taught their children and 
grandchildren. 

 In 1994 Jack and Pat were instrumental in the development 
of a summer program entitled ‘Nda hoo’aah that basically means 
“Relearning/New Learning.” In this program, Navajo elders 
were hired to teach the students how to weave baskets, rugs and 
saddle cinches in a way that increased the students’ math and 
computer skills. The designs and patterns were created on the 
computers by using programming skills and then the Navajo 
elders taught the students how to replicate those designs in their 
weavings. This program received national attention and lasted 
until the Seltzers retired in 2013.  

When the couple moved to Camp Verde, they were able to 
obtain a booth at Sweet Pea to sell some of the many items they 
had brought with them from the reservation, including many of 

Continued on page 13...
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Ephemera: “Things that exist or are used or enjoyed for only a 
short time.” Or, if you prefer, “Items of collectible memorabilia, 
typically written or printed ones, that were originally expected 
to have only short-term usefulness or popularity.” (Oxford 
English Dictionary)

It is the fleeting nature 
of so many things that has 
driven the collectability of 
lots of historic artifacts. 

Newspapers might be 
the best example. But most 
anything that was meant to be 
used once or for a short time, 
can be considered ephemeral. 
Which gets us to this issue’s 
featured subject—mobile 
phones, later called cell 
phones and popularly known 
as “smartphones” today. 

“Can cell phones really be 
considered ephemera?” you 
might be asking. About 1.46 
billion are manufactured each 
year. And it is estimated there 
are more than 5 billion mobile 
phones in use on planet earth. 
Which mean roughly 2/3 of all 

Those Were The Days?

This Calls for a Cell-ebration
by Jay Mark

humanity potentially possesses one of these devices.
Few things are as disposable as a cell phone.
Of those 5 billion phones, approximately 150 million are 

discarded each year—more than 140,000 every day. Where do 
they all go? Mostly to landfills, or recycling.

Although smartphones can initially cost $1000 or more, by 
the end of their average lifespan of 4.7 years they are almost 
valueless. Which is painfully verified when you try to trade in 
that three-year-old device for the latest model. By comparison, 
the black Western Electric dial phone from a previous era was 
passed down from one generation to the next. 

Each year, technological improvements make earlier 
models obsolete. Consequently, old cell phones rapidly become 
“obsolete.” And if you are the collecting type, the chase then is 
definitely on—but with the understanding and knowledge that 
it will be a lifelong pursuit in which you will never possess a 
complete collection.

One reason is that mobile phone technology is much older 
than you think. It is all thanks to Nathan Beverly Stubblefield, 
who, way back in 1908, was awarded a patent (#887357) for 
his “Wireless Telephone.” Stubblefield described it as “new and 
useful (and)” that “electrically transmits signals from one point 
to another without the use of connecting wires…for securing 
telephonic communication between moving vehicles and way 
stations.”

Stubblefield’s invention went nowhere. But it was a start. 

Wireless telephone technology 
goes back to a 1907 attempt to 
inaugurate the technology. Needless 
to say, Nathan Stubblefield’s 
technology was ahead of its time. 
U.S. Patent Office Continued on next page...
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Friendliness is our mott o!

owner, Don Fisher

the saddle cinches. It did not take long for Jack and Pat to fall 
in love with Sweet Pea and to realize the joy of finding great 
treasures to resell. Jack had acquired a large selection of fishing 
and hunting gear and an antique tool collection that had been 
in his family. Other family members needed to downsize and 
had items to sell. And then, the bug of going to estate sales, 
yard sales and auctions bit Jack, Pat and Jenny and they were 
hooked!

Sweet Pea Trading is located at 437 Highway 260, Camp 
Verde. The Mall is open seven days a week. Learn more at http://
sweetpeatrading.com/ or on Facebook, Instagram or Pinterest. 
Email: sweetpeatradingllc@gmail.com or call 928-567-6555.

Nearly four decades elapsed before another mobile phone was 
introduced. In 1946, the Bell System and Motorola inaugurated 
“mobile radio telephone” service for automobiles. The 80-pound 
array required transmitting equipment stored in the trunk.

As wireless technology grew, 
Europe led the United States until, 
in 1973, Motorola introduced 
the first handheld mobile phone. 
That is, if you think a device that 
weighed 2.4 pounds and looked 
like a WWII walkie-talkie could 
be considered handheld.

It would take another decade 
for Motorola’s DynaTac to reach 
wide-spread distribution. At $3995 
(about $10,500 today), the hefty 
communicator was the reserve of 
business and the wealthy. 

Early leading manufacturers in 
one decade, like Motorola, Nokia, 
NEC, Ericsson, Sony, Kyocera and the iconic Blackberry, gave 
way to aggressive newcomers in another. 

For those who are old enough to remember, the first phones 
were just that—simple wireless devices to make and receive 
telephone calls. Then in 1992, IBM upped the game with its 
$899 (about $1700 today) “Simon Personal Communicator” that 
combined functions of a mobile phone with a PDA (personal 
digital assistant). Remember the now defunct (and collectible) 
Palm Pilot PDA?

Incremental improvements in phones and infrastructure over 
the intervening years enabled Steve Jobs to completely upset 
the market in 2007 when he introduced Apple’s earthshaking 
iPhone smartphone. The “i” by the way according Jobs “…
stands for internet, individual, instruct, inform, [and] inspire.”

Smartphone is not new. It is an ancient term in technological 
years. One of its first appearances came in 1990 when Popular 
Science aptly declared that AT&T “has devised the SmartPhone. 
It looks like a phone, but it is really a miniature computer with a 

Sweet Pea, continued from page 10...

Marty Cooper, Chief Engineer 
of Motorola’s communications 
system, is generally credited as the 
father of the first practical mobile 
telephone, the 2.5 pound DynaTac 
8000X. When it went on the market 
in 1984, its $3995 cost would equal 
about $10,500 today. Motorola

Cell-ebration, continued from page 12...

Continued on page 14...
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touch-sensitive 4-by-6.5-inch screen.”
Over the years, some of the most popular collections were 

started by people who just were ahead of the game. And often 
ridiculed. Ask Alan Petretti, who was one of the first to collect 
Coca Cola memorabilia—buying for practically nothing. And 
parlaying it into not only an impressive collection but also a 
number of popular price 
guides on the subject. 

I understand this disease 
very well. My family thinks 
I am nuts for “accumulating” 
cell phones. And other 
things. (You notice I said 
“accumulate,” not collect?) 
I remind them that one day 
people will appreciate my 
“pioneering” efforts to save 
things that would otherwise 
have been lost. They still think 
otherwise. 

Now that you have learned about the complex history of 
the cell phone, you are welcome to join me in this early phase 
of collecting this technological marvel. Entry is relatively 
inexpensive. Phones show up with some regularity at thrift 
stores and flea markets.

eBay has listings for hundreds of cell phones. With the 
exception of some pioneering devices like the Motorola “Brick,” 
and some more exotic designs, which can sell for $1000 or more, 
most obsolete phones can be purchased for under $20.  

Hint: For obvious reasons cell phones that have the greatest 
value are the ones that are in excellent condition, and the most 
complete. Ideally, they should have their battery, charger, 
original packaging and manual. 

A Good Book: Cell phone technology has advanced to the 
point where books on its history are beginning to emerge. The 
2014 The Cellphone: The History and Technology of the Gadget 
That Changed the World by Guy Klemens provides a good 
introduction to the subject.

Virtually an antique himself, Jay Mark, a nearly half-century 
antiques business veteran and historian owns Those Were The 
Days!, now an online specialty bookstore. He also teaches, 
lectures and writes regularly about antiques and history. Reach 
him at jaymark@twtdbooks.com.  © 2021

In the early years, as wireless phone 
manufacturers worked to create the 
ideal cell phone, the technology resulted 
in an intriguing array of designs—from 
practical to whimsical. Photo collage: 
Jay Mark 

Cell-ebration, continued from page 13...
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• Bayberry’s Antique Dolls
442 S Montezuma St. • 928-445-8559
We have Antique Dolls, Vintage Dolls and some newer Fashion 
Dolls too! Come in and see what we have!
bayberrysantiquedolls.com

• Merchandise Mart Antique Mall
205 N. Cortez • 928-776-1728
N. AZ’s largest antique mall, over 15,000 sq. ft. Est. 1986. 
Antiques, collectibles, furniture, and a whole lot more. Buy & Consign. 
WE CARRY DIXIE BELL PAINTS    Daily 10-5. Sun 11-4.  
www.prescottantiquestores.com.

• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century furniture 
& other unique pieces from that era.

• Avalon Antiques
140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very eclectic. 
Worth the walk across the street.

• Antiques O�  � e Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glass-primitives-older 
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.) 
Always buying.  Open 7 days a week.

117 N. Cortez - 928-445-1460
A destination, one-stop shop with over 30 well-appointed vendors.
Classic – Retro – Industrial – Boho.Clothes & Jewelry. Annie Sloan 
Paint and workshops. Open Sun-Thurs 10-5, Fri & Sat 10-7
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

• � e Marketplace on Cortez

209 W Gurley St • 928-515-3062
Antique - Vintage - Modern.  Curated Arts, Jewelry, Furnishings, 
and Much More. Conserving the Past - Creating a Future.

• Presco�  Patina

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna
WE HAVE BIG NEWS, WE MOVED TO PV!!
So Forth & What Not by Tatianna is now located at 8490 E. State Route 69, 
#B  in Prescott Valley, Right behind the Gas Station off Navajo. 928-771-1711 
soforthandwhatnot.com  WE HAVE MORE EXCITING NEWS!!!!
We just got our FFL License. Please come by and look at our great assortment 
of Pistols, Rifl es and Ammo. Hours:MON-FRI 10:30-5:30, Saturday by Appt.

Presco�  Valley Shops

324 S Montezuma • 928-830-4143
One of Prescott’s Premiere Antique Malls Over 6,000 sq ft of 
Authentic Antiques! Check out upcoming dates for ANTIQUES & 
MORE on the LOT. 
Voted Best Antiques: Readers Choice 2020 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm
Find us on FB & Insta Email – cowgirlcountryantiques@gmail.com

• Cowgirl Country Antiques
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LITTLE  BARREL
Antiques & Collectibles

“A Unique Experience In Shopping, With 
Quality Merchandise At Reasonable Prices”

Clocks are Our Specialty
Gifts • Primitives & Furniture • Estate Liquidation

Located Across From The Historic City Hall
507 E. Florence Blvd • Casa Grande

Closed Sunday-Tuesday • Call for Hours
Donna Kerr • Owner       Dealers Welcome

520-836-3659

Collector’s Corner
Textiles of the West

by Jim Olson 
When collecting textiles associated with the West, a few 

different styles come to mind. Hudson Bay and other “Trade” 
blankets, including Pendleton, were traded on the frontier and 
are still collected today. Chimayo weavings were woven in New 
Mexico and remain a popular tradition. Serapes made their way 
up from old Mexico. However, the Navajo textile, in our opinion, 
is by far the most desirable and sought after by collectors.

It is a generally accepted fact that the Navajo learned to 
weave blankets from contact with their neighbors in the Pueblos 
starting a couple of hundred years ago. The introduction of 
sheep into the Southwest by the Spaniards had been a key part 
in this development. The Pueblos were using cotton for weaving 
textiles prior to the arrival of sheep but, with their introduction, 
the blanket weaving craft took on a whole new level. By the 
1800s, the Navajo had started weaving in earnest and liked 
sheep for their dual purpose food and wool supply.

Like many things adopted by the Navajo, they took this craft 
and turned it into something all their own. Navajo textiles have 
long been the standard in Native American textiles. There is 
no other group of people so universally known in the West for 
weaving as the Navajo and their name is synonymous with fine 
hand-woven textiles.

Prior to the late 1800s, their textiles were generally wearing 
blankets made for themselves or for trade with other Natives. 
However, in the late 1800s, they started weaving rugs for the 
tourist trade thanks to encouragement from the Trading Posts 
and other traders on and around the reservation. Not that their 
weavings weren’t prized possessions prior to this. A few lucky 
frontiersmen were fortunate enough to have traded for some in 
the early days.

As a way to better market the textiles being trading for, the 
traders would encourage weavers to make certain designs or 
color patterns that appealed to their buyers. This led to what 
is known as “regional” textiles. Some well-known regions for 
weaving within the vast reservation are Ganado, Two Grey 
Hills, Crystal, Burntwater and Chinle, just to name a few. Each 
of these regions became known for various patterns or designs 
and colors. The traders used these unique designs to market the 
textiles.

The “regional” period lasted during approximately the first 
half of the twentieth century, give or take a little on each end. 
Before that, as mentioned, most Navajo weavings were wearing 
or “Chief’s” blankets and after that period, the regions have 
become a bit blurred. Now-a-days, weavers often weave basic 
patterns they consider traditional to their areas but may also use 
design elements from other places as well. Today, it is not as cut-
and-dried to tell which region of the reservation a textile came 
from simply by its color pattern and style.

Another thing that has changed over the years is the wool. 
Expert collectors and dealers actually judge the wool and other 
design elements when ascertaining the age of a weaving. In 
the early days, textiles used only wool from the Churro sheep, 
which is what the Spanish had brought with them when they first 
arrived. Churro wool was a long staple, fine, silky wool that was 
then hand-spun and hand-dyed. 

Over the years, the Churro were crossbred with “meat” sheep 
such as the Merino. This was done in an effort to improve meat 
production but it had an unintended negative affect on the wool 
and the wool changed to a coarser, shorter variety that was not 
as conducive to fine weaving. Continued on page 27...
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PABCC 2021 Antique Show & Sale
Will Be in Phoenix on April 9th & 10th

The Phoenix Antiques, Bottles & Collectibles Club 
(PABCC) will host its 38th Annual Antique Show & Sale 
on Friday and Saturday, April 9th and 10th, at North Phoenix 
Baptist Church, 5757 N. Central Avenue, Phoenix. This is a 
change from the traditional February dates due to the pandemic. 

PABCC holds this unique opportunity once a year to give 
its members and others the opportunity to liquidate antiques and 
collectibles that they have purchased either for their personal 
collection or, in some cases, for resale. This is an event you 
don’t want to miss.

Dealer space has sold out and will feature more than 70 
tables of merchandise from about sixty different dealers. You 
can expect to find a variety of offerings to add to your personal 
collection as well as decorating pieces to enhance your home, 
office or place of business. 

You can find all types of items, such as Advertising and Signs, 
Blakely Gas Station Collectibles, Kitchenware, Linens, both 
costume and native American Jewelry, Old Tools, Depression 

Continued on page 31...
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In modern times, commercial yarn is often used. Experts who 
are good at dating when a Navajo textile was made tend to look 
at the wool, type of dyes used and the overall pattern or design. 
By combing the various data, a fairly accurate conclusion can 
be drawn as to when and where a particular weaving was made.

What do collectors collect when it comes to textiles? The short 
answer is—just about everything mentioned in the beginning. 
However, you will generally find that a higher premium is paid 
for older textiles in great condition. Old and rare patterns are 
highly sought after and Navajo wearing or “Chiefs” blankets 
from the 1800s are generally the highest valued. Well made, 
tightly woven textiles of any age are also desirable. As with 
most types of collectibles, items surviving a long period of time 
and still in good condition are very treasured.

Besides a great old Navajo rug, other textiles sought after by 
collectors include Chimayo weavings, Hudson Bay Company 
(HBC) and other “trade” blankets.

Trade blankets appeared on the frontier during the 1700s. 
The originals were made in England and eventually were traded 
with many Natives and Frontiersmen. Although HBC blankets 
were the first and most popular ‘Trade Blanket,” there were 
other companies that made them as well. Most of these other 
companies appeared on the scene during the mid to late 1800s. 
Of these, Pendleton remains the most well-known.

The first Pendleton blankets were made in the 1890s and are 
in production to this day. There are many Pendleton blankets 
that are sought after by collectors especially those made prior 
to WWII. The 1890s to 1940s blankets bring a premium by 
far over the ones made since. However, there are certain later 

patterns and limited editions that will still fetch good money on 
the resale market.

Chimayo weavings have been woven in New Mexico by 
descendants of the Spaniards ever since they introduced sheep 
to the New World. The standard Chimayo design consists of 
colored stripes at each end with a center design and the “Rio 
Grande” is a blended design that is also a very popular Chimayo 
weaving. Chimayo textiles are a little less prevalent in the 
collectors’ world than some of the other textiles mentioned but 
there are still some fine examples out there that are sought after.

Wearing blankets known as serapes and other weavings from 
Mexico also appeared on the frontier, mostly in the Southwest. 
While these are collected by collectors of Mexican related 
items for the most part, they also enjoy a crossover market with 
Western and Native collectors.

What should we be wary of? There are many “Southwest 
style” textiles made overseas and imported. Hardcore collectors 
usually avoid these. Also, there are many modern blankets and 
rugs woven in Mexico that are sometimes confused with those 
made by the Navajo. It is wise to learn the difference. Not that 
there isn’t a collector’s market for good Mexican handmade 
textiles—especially the vintage and antique stuff. Just be sure 
you know which is which. Avoid textiles with too much damage 
when possible. Also, as a general rule, collectible textiles of the 
West are made of wool, not cotton.

In closing, it is always advisable to deal with a reputable 
dealer or expert collector when looking to purchase collectible 
textiles. Especially since some of them can be worth many 
thousands of dollars, while others are worth only hundreds of 

Textiles of the West, continued from page 18...
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Giveaway Winner from 
January-February Issue
We have one giveaway winner from our last issue. 
Julie Langoni from Gilbert will be sent a $25 Gift Certificate 

to be spent at her favorite Antique Register advertiser, 
Flashback Antiques in Gilbert.

Julie wrote, “The owner, Sherry Spitz, and the ladies who 
help run the shop are so helpful if you are looking for a specific 
item. They are very kind and caring.” 

We love hearing from our readers about how they enjoy 
The Antique Register and use it to hunt for great finds and 
special items. In this issue, there is another $25 Gift Certificate 
giveaway so be sure to enter and tell us where you pick up The 
Antique Register. Be sure to take a copy with you if you travel 
around Arizona this spring! 

Glass, Dolls, Vintage/Antique Bottles of all kinds, Railroad 
collectibles, China and more. There’s just too much to list!

The Antique Show & Sale’s General Admission hours are 
4 to 6 p.m. on Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
General Admission is $3. Special Early Bird hours are available 
on Friday from 2 to 4 p.m. with an admission fee of $10. There 
are discount coupons for $1 off admission in the Show ad in this 
issue of The Antique Register.

To protect all those who participate and attend, safety 
measures will be in place including required face masks and, 
most likely, temperature checks at the door as well.

PABCC has a diverse membership that shares an interest in 
collecting. Regular monthly club meetings have been on hold 
due to COVID but may be resumed in March. For updates, 
contact Patty George at blakelycollectibles@yahoo.com or call 
602-908-1053. 

Learn more at www.phoenixantiquesclub.org.

dollars. So you want to make sure you do not get the two  mixed  
up or  fall prey to an unscrupulous seller who sells you the latter 
for the price of the former. 

Education is important. Read books, look at pictures, go to 
shows where you can see them in person. Talk to other collectors 
and dealers before making a purchase. But, most importantly, 
enjoy the process. A fine, collectible textile is a treasure that  can 
be enjoyed for many years to come.

Jim Olson© 2021 www.WesternTradingPost.com

Textiles of the West, continued from page 27...

PABCC, continued from page 23...
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Rinker on Collectibles
Remembrances of an Old 
Codger: Black and White 

Television
by Harry L Rinker 

Chip Sansom’s October 17, 2020, Born Loser cartoon strip 
struck a memory cord. Art Samson created The Born Loser in 
1965. The daily strip began on May 10 and the Sunday strip on 
June 17. His son Chip Sansom began assisting his father in 1989 
and today is the current artist of the strip.

Born Loser features Brutus P. “Thorny” Thornapple (a 
born loser), his wife Gladys “Hornet” Thornapple, their son 
Wilberforce Thornapple, Wilberforce’s friend Hurricane Hattie, 
Brutus’s Uncle Ted, Kewpie the Dog, and Brutus’s boss Rancid 
W. “Rank” Vesterfester. Characters vary from strip to strip.

The three-panel October 17 strip begins with Wilberforce 
and Hurricane Hattie standing beside Uncle Ted seated in a 
chair. Wilberforce remarks, “You Know Those Old TV Shows 
They Rerun on the Nostalgia Channel?’ The second panel 
features Hurricane Hattie’s reply, “The Shows That Are So Old, 
They’re in Black and White?” The final panel is a close-up of 
Wilberforce and Hurricane Hattie standing beside Uncle Ted 
seated in his chair. Uncle Ted, as he usually does, stares straight 
ahead oblivious to his surroundings. Wilberforce responds to 
Hurricane Hattie’s question, “Yeah, Well, Uncle Ted Is So Old, 
He Actually Saw Those Shows on a Black-And-White TV Set!”

I have long been fascinated by question series that can be 
asked to identify a person’s approximate age. An example is 
questions about television:

1. Do you remember life before television?
2. Do you remember when you saw your first black and 

white television shows?
3. Do you remember when you saw your first live coast-to-

coast broadcast?
4. Do you remember when you saw your first color television 

show?
5. Do you remember when you first saw cable television?
6. Do you remember life before HBO (Nov. 8, 1972)?
7. Do you remember life before Netflix (April 1998)?
Whether it is good or bad, I can answer yes to all these 

questions. Like Uncle Ted, I watched most of the black-
and-white shows when they first aired on a black-and-white 
television.

I find myself hesitating prior to asking questions or talking 
about my early television viewing. Who was the host of The 
Tonight Show? Depending on one’s age, the stock answers are 
Johnny Carson or Jay Leno. I would not mention either of them 
if I answered truthfully. My answer would be Steve Allen, who 
hosted the show from 1954 to 1957, when I first watched it.

After a brilliant career as a radio and television personality, 
composer and writer Stephen Valentine Patrick William Allen 
(December 25, 1921 – October 30, 2000) returned to radio 
in October 1987 with The Steve Allen Show, three hours of 
“rapid-fire repartee and ad-lib antics, broadcast on the NBC 
radio network. The show had no format; it was completely 
improvised—just Steve Allen being himself. I appeared as 
a guest on The Steve Allen Show to talk about antiques and 
collectibles. The appearance is an indelible memory. It was an 

Continued on next page...
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honor and privilege to be in the presence of an early black-and-
white television giant. I remember how hard it was for me not to 
act like the host and interview Allen about his television career.

My father was an ardent television fan. He enjoyed family 
comedies such as The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet and 
Father Knows Best. He loved the television westerns. Together, 
we watched the premiere of almost every black and white 
television western. Gunsmoke was his favorite. For its first 
twelve seasons (1955-1958), Gunsmoke aired on Saturdays at 
10 p.m. EST (9 p.m. CST). 

Saturday night family life revolved around the 10 p.m. time 
slot. We almost never missed a show.\The Gunsmoke time slot 
had a negative impact on the Saturday night restaurant business. 
Business dropped sharply an hour before the show aired.

My mother loved the early variety shows such as the Dinah 
Shore Show and Perry Como Show as well as the variety show 
specials hosted by Bob Hope and others. More than anything, 
my mother loved The Lawrence Welk Show, watching most of 
the initial broadcasts from 1955 to 1971 and then syndicated 
versions of the show until she passed away in 1977. My dad, 
brother and I disappeared from the living room when the show 
aired. I loved black-and-white television, but not every show 
on it.

Although I watched many of the initial episodes of The Jack 
Benny Show and The George Burns and Gracie Allen Show, I 
cut my comedy teeth on The Milton Berle Show and The Spike 
Jones Show. The Spike Jones Show is considered one of the 

craziest shows that aired on television. It has my vote.
[Author’s Aside #1: As I write this column, I am saddened 

that many of my readers may not have seen some of the shows 
I am citing. Many have not appeared on nostalgia cable and 
television networks, albeit less than a week ago I saw a local 
PBS fundraising hour showing The Lawrence Welk Show and 
offering show premiums for individuals subscribing to a yearly 
membership. The good news is that all these shows exist on DVD 
and some have episodes on YouTube. Take the time to seek them 
out and watch them. As a bonus, do a search of Ernie Kovac and 
watch anything you can find. He was a comic genius.]

Black-and-white television impacted home decorating and 
living habits. First, it introduced a new piece of furniture, most 
often located in the living room. Early televisions cabinets were 
box-like, bulky and heavy, the depth needed to house the picture 
tube. Once located, television sets were not moved. Instead, 
living room furniture was rearranged so individuals could sit 
and watch.

[Author’s Aside #2: My parents had only one television, 
located in the northwest corner of our living room beside the 
Colonial Revival Governor Winthrop desk. It was on a diagonal 
so it could be watched from the living room couch and the chairs 
in the sunroom portion of the living room. Holiday and some 
Sunday dinners took place in the dining room, which was an 
extension of the living room area. When you were seated there, it 
was impossible to see the actual television. Not wishing to miss 
his favorite shows and sporting events, my father, who sat at the 

B&W Television, continued from previous page...

Continued on page 37...



34 The Antique RegisterF Mesa F



35Mar-April 2021 F Mesa F



36 The Antique RegisterF Apache Junction F

300 W. Apache Trail, Ste 101 
Apache Junction, AZ 85120

www.patternsofthepast.net

Over 80 Dealers

480-671-3566

Always 
Buying!

Apache Junction’s Oldest & Largest Antique Mall

12,000 Sq ft of 
Quality Antiques & Collectibles

Specializing in Advertising, Western, Coins, Jewelry,
Pottery, Glassware, Furniture, Toys, 

And a Whole Lot More!

Open Daily 10:00-5:30



37Mar-April 2021 F Services F

head of the table facing the living room, angled the living room 
mirrored closet door so it reflected the image from the television 
screen into the dining room. Increasing the volume allowed 
those at the table to not miss anything. This greatly impacted 
and changed our dining room table conversation pattern.]

Another good television question is: Do you remember life 
before the television remote? In order to change the channel, 
a viewer had to get up from his/her seat and go over to the 
television. There was no channel hopping during my youth. 
Once a program was selected, it was watched in its entirety.

“You will go blind if you watch television in the dark” was 
a phrase heard frequently in the early days of black and white 
television. As a result, a television lamp always was located and 
lit on top of the television. My family’s first black and white 
television had a rabbit ear antenna. Life improved when my 
father had a rooftop antenna installed. It became even better 
when he had a rotating antenna that allowed us to occasionally 
view channels from New York as well as our home Philadelphia 
market. Neighborhoods with roofs filled with metal antennas are 
a distant memory.

Finally, in the corner of my office at Linda’s and my condo in 
Altamonte Springs, Florida, is my family’s first set of TV-trays. 
My mother obtained them by redeeming books of S & H Green 
Stamps. The back of each tray has a label with my father’s name 
on them. We used them inside as well as for neighborhood 
backyard barbeque get togethers.

Not only was my father a television junkie, albeit he paled 
next to me, he loved Swanson TV dinners. The first frozen 
Swanson TV dinner, consisting of turkey, cornbread stuffing, 
frozen peas and sweet potatoes, arrived in 1953. I never counted 
how many frozen TV dinners my family ate while sitting in 
front of the television. It had to be in the high hundreds, if not 
thousands. I was attending Lehigh University in 1960 when 
Swanson added desserts to the tray. When home during semester 
breaks and the summer, I ate plenty of these as well.

What are your black-and-white television memories? Share 
them with me at harrylrinker@aol.com. They were part of those 
“thrilling days of yesteryear” when the Lone Ranger, Hoppy, 
Gene and Roy rode the silver screen box instead of a movie 
theater’s silver screen.

Harry L. Rinker welcomes questions from readers about 
collectibles, those mass-produced items from the twentieth 
and twenty-first centuries. Selected letters will be answered in 
this column Harry cannot provide personal answers. Photos 
and other material submitted cannot be returned. Send your 
questions to: Rinker on Collectibles, 5955 Mill Point Court 
SE, Kentwood, MI 49512. You also can e-mail your questions 
to harrylrinker@aol.com. Only e-mails containing a full name 
and mailing address will be considered. Copyright © Harry L. 
Rinker, LLC 2021

B&W Television, continued from page 33...
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There are many reasons that people appreciate and/or love 
antiques. Antiques are functional, valuable, nostalgic and 
they can create great joy. In fact, when an antique comes into 
someone’s life, it generally embodies a combination of these 
characteristics.

If you are open to ‘listening,’ antiques have stories to 
tell, especially as they rekindle memories of the past. We are 
fortunate to have ‘inherited’ several pieces of antique furniture 
from our families. In addition, my wife Jill and I also acquired a 
number of pieces early in our married life. Several pieces of our 
personal furniture and their stories come to mind immediately.   

Our ‘functional’ one-hundred-plus-year-old round oak 
dining room table was a family piece. It came to us when my 
grandparents ‘down-sized.’ When we acquired the table, it was 
painted white with a black trim around the edge of the tabletop.

The story is that they acquired it from someone who was 
using it as a ‘picnic table’ (because it had been damaged). We 
are not sure if it was painted white before it became a picnic 
table or after my grandparents brought it back indoors.

Antiques Create Joy
by Dave Emigh

What we do know is that the white paint covered up 
some missing oak veneer on the curved, flared out table legs. 
Obviously the paint was hiding that damage. Rather than detract 
from the table, the missing veneer is part of the table’s story. It 
is likely that veneer was worn away, day by day, when someone 
rested their feet on the legs.

Shortly after we were married, Jill spent a weekend stripping 
off all the white paint. Forty-plus years later, she says that even 
the finest oak dining table that we have ever had in our Shady 
Lawn Antiques shop would not bring her as much joy as that 
round table does.

The second piece is a country style oak buffet that we 
‘adopted’ into our family. Well, we actually purchased it at an 
antique auction (with some wedding gift money). It seemed like 
a substantial piece of furniture would be with us a lot longer 
than any other wedding gift that we could imagine.

When we purchased the buffet, we were attending graduate 
school at Washington State University. Our apartment was a 

Continued on next page...
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converted WWII army barracks building that served as married 
student housing. The apartment walls were thin, with no 
insulation, and the unit had a heater that you had to turn up and 
down manually.

After we had moved the buffet into the apartment, I decided 
to replace a cracked piece of glass in one of its doors. So, I 
carefully pulled out the small brads that were holding in the 
glass. I placed a new piece of glass in the door and tapped the 
brads into the existing holes. That night, I was very satisfied 
with my restoration effort.

The next morning was a different story. The apartment was 
chilly and as it began to warm up, we heard a sharp ting/ping 
sound. We discovered that as the cold glass had begun to warm 
up it cracked in exactly the same place.

It was then obvious that one of the brads was causing pressure 
on the glass. That brad and the change in temperature caused 
the glass to crack. More than forty years later we have never 
replaced that cracked glass—we just tell everyone the story.

We originally thought about the buffet as a wedding gift 
and by extension as a family piece. Even though we adopted/
purchased the buffet, it has now become a true family piece 
especially to our children. It has been in our family their entire 
lives.

One time, at least 120 years ago, these pieces were new. I 
cannot even image how excited their original owners were to 
have a brand-new piece of furniture. Those stories are lost to 
time. 

The stories that are not lost are the ones that we tell about 
the ‘inherited’ table and the ‘adopted’ buffet. They have both 
brought us great joy!

Dave Emigh, and his wife Jill are the owners of Shady Lawn 
Antiques in Walla Walla, WA, perfectly located in the 1870s 
wood-frame creamery buildings that Dave’s great-grandfather 
purchased in 1897. A professionally trained woodworker, Dave 
and his son Nick specialize in the restoration of oak furniture. 
Shady Lawn, in its 27th year, has become a regional destination 
for oak furniture and is also known for a well-curated display of 
country, rustic and rare and unique “small” antiques. Glimpses 
of the ever-changing Shady Lawn inventory can be seen on 
Facebook and at www.shadylawnantiques.com.  

Antiques Create Joy, continued from previous page...
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