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Upcoming Event 
November 2020

Tramonto Community Semi-Annual Yard Sale
Nov 6 & 7, 7am-1pm

Carefree Highway east of I-17, North Valley Pkwy 
to 23rd Lane. Watch for the signs!

Thieves Market’s Season Begins
On 11/7 & 12/5 at Big Sur in Tempe

What began as community flea markets eight years ago in the 
“dusty cowboy town” of Cave Creek have morphed into outdoor 
events filled with old-school antique, vintage, handmade, art 
and exotic imports. The incredible Thieves Market is now at 
the historic Big Surf Waterpark lot, 1500 N. McClintock Drive 
in Tempe—usually on the first Saturday of the month through 
the end of March.

The first markets of the season are on November 7 and 
December 5, followed by February 6, March 6 and March 27. 
There is no market in January. 

The wonderful and wacky Thieves Markets are held rain or 
shine from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is $5 at the door and kids, 
age 12 and under, are admitted free. Mellow pets on a leash are 
welcome. Parking is FREE.

Over the years, Thieves Market has become a local staple 
for loads of sellers—from savvy pickers, Junkers, creative types 
and inventors to folks looking to unload Aunt Mildred’s house 
full of antiques and collectables. 

Thieves Market is a hot shopping spot for crazy collectors, 
free spirited decorators, high-octane artsy treasure hunters and 
weekend warriors! Be ready to dig and haggle at this flea known 
for its diverse selection of the “weird and wonderful.” It’s 
great fun and you never know what you’ll find, such as vintage 
furniture, clothing, jewelry, tools, salvage, industrial and odds 
and ends. You name it and it’s bound to be in the Market 
somewhere—and at a reasonable price! This is where dealers 
shop. And, keep in mind, it features local business owners. 

Please note that safety precautions will be in place for the 

Join Everything Goes for their Christmas Tree Lane 
“pop-up” shop November 22nd from 9am-6pm  Bring your 
family out to stroll through our Christmas tree lot! Offering 
metal and fully decorated artificial trees!! Annie’s Flower 
Truck will be joining the fun with fresh garland , wreaths and 
poinsettias!! We will also have plenty of Christmas decor to 
spruce up your home! Everything Goes is located at 11649 
N Cave Creek Road in Phoenix. For more information call 
602-331-3383.

Continued on page 4...
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Giveaway Winner from 
Sept-October Issue

We have one giveaway winner from our last issue. 
May Sullivan from Globe will be sent a $25 Gift Certificate 

to be spent at Antique Register advertiser, Main Street Antique 
Mall in Mesa.

May told us this is her favorite shop, saying, “I purchased 
a galvanized water trough at a reasonable price and the owner 
(Katy) brought out another tub from the back-supply room. Very 
nice and helpful!” 

We love to hear from our readers about how they enjoy The 
Antique Register and use it to hunt for great finds. In this issue, 
there is another $25 Gift Certificate giveaway so be sure to enter 
and tell us where you see The Antique Register. Be sure to take 
a copy with you as you travel in and around Arizona during this 
Holiday Season! We wish everyone joyous and safe holidays 
and a very Happy New Year!

Call to speak with a representative today to make sure 
your shop or event gets included in our 

December-January issue:

NOW IN CIRCULATION 
AT ALL ADVERTISING SHOPS

Now in our 31st year of publishing 
The Country Register!

Read The Country Register 
on-line at

www.countryregister.com/AZ

Deadline for 
December-January 

Issue is 
November 1, 2020

Contact us: 
602-942-8950 

or 888-942-8950
arizona@barlomedia.com

protection of all visitors and vendors including: 6 foot spacing 
between booths, wide customer aisles, suggested routes of 
circulation and a mask requirement for everyone inside the 
market.

Learn more, including vendor info, at 
ThievesMarketVintageFlea.com. There are lots of photos, 
reviews and comments at https://www.facebook.com/
thievesfleamarket/ and info on Instagram. You can also email: 
info@thievesmarketvintageflea.com.

Thieves Market, continued from page 3...
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Tree-Lined Main St. in Downtown Mesa
Is a Wonderful Shopping Destination!

by Barb Stillman 
Downtown Mesa reminds me of my childhood. Before 

large shopping malls, I would go with my Mother and siblings 
downtown to shop and we would make a day out of it. Things 
changed when the large malls were introduced and the trips 
downtown became less frequent. But I still have fond memories 
of storefronts filled with merchandise enticing me to come in 
and shop. 

When I visit Downtown Mesa, it’s as if I’ve stepped back in 
time. I enjoy parking my car in one of their many free parking 
lots and walking from shop to shop, visiting with friendly shop 
owners and staffs.

This Downtown area has many fun shops plus several coffee 
shops and restaurants. You’ll find unique antique and vintage 
shops, a once-a-month vintage marketplace filled with home 
décor and specialty gift and craft stores. There is something 
for everyone from rustic primitive to Victorian along with mid-
century furniture, antiques, linens, books, military, jewelry and 

Continued on page 23...
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300 W. Apache Trail, Ste 101 
Apache Junction, AZ 85120

www.patternsofthepast.net

Over 80 Dealers

480-671-3566

Always 
Buying!

Apache Junction’s Oldest & Largest Antique Mall

12,000 Sq ft of 
Quality Antiques & Collectibles

Specializing in Advertising, Western, Coins, Jewelry,
Pottery, Glassware, Furniture, Toys, 

And a Whole Lot More!

Open Daily 10:00-5:30
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so much more. You are sure to find whatever your heart desires 
or perhaps a small treasure that makes you smile.

The shops are all located along tree-lined Main Street in the 
heart of downtown Mesa. It’s even a fun experience to leave 
your car close to home and ride the light rail that runs down the 
middle of Main Street. Just hop off and start your shopping.

Michelle’s Antiques
10 North Macdonald 
At the corner of Main and Macdonald there is an eclectic 

shop filled with antiques and vintage collectibles including 
everything from Victorian to Mid-Century Modern, vintage 
jewelry, art glass, primitives, books, art, furniture and more. 
Estate sales services are available and owners Michelle and 
Richard Sereghy are always ready to help you find what you are 
looking for. 

DTMesaFest Artists Emporium 
6 North Macdonald
This shop, which opened in May 2019, is an indoor, year-

round artisans’ marketplace that is filled with handcrafted items 
created by local Arizona artisans. Director Karen Svoboda has 
extensive experience organizing various large events including 
the Downtown Mesa Festival of the Arts. The mission of Artists 
Emporium is to provide an environment that encourages the 
economic growth of emerging and established artisans while 

Continued on page 26...

Downtown Mesa, continued from 14...
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LITTLE  BARREL
Antiques & Collectibles

“A Unique Experience In Shopping, With 
Quality Merchandise At Reasonable Prices”

Clocks are Our Specialty
Gifts • Primitives & Furniture • Estate Liquidation

Located Across From The Historic City Hall
507 E. Florence Blvd • Casa Grande

Closed Sunday-Tuesday • Call for Hours
Donna Kerr • Owner       Dealers Welcome

520-836-3659
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revitalizing Downtown Mesa and building a sense of community. 
The artisan goods range from soaps to jewelry to artwork and 
they make very unique gifts or a treat for yourself. In addition 
to regular shop hours, online shopping and curbside pick-up are 
available for the convenience and safety of customers. 

Antique Plaza Antique Mall 
120 West Main Street 
This is the oldest antique mall in Mesa and just celebrated 

twenty-six years on Main Street! Antique Plaza has recently 
relocated and can be found in their newly remodeled location 

with 8,000 square feet filled with items from their many dealers. 
They have fine antiques, collectibles, mid-century modern, 
southwestern jewelry, art, furniture, clothing and much, more. 
The mall’s dealers have their own personal talents that they bring 
to the creative mix of offerings. Their “love for the goods” and 
friendly service keep customers coming back again and again.

History by George  
129 West Main Street
Looking for history? This shop specializes in militaria and 

historical antiquities, collectibles, jewelry, books, prints, swords, 
political, sports, tokens, US & foreign coins—everything from 
World War collectibles to Civil War antiques and military 
collectibles. Owners George and Ko Notarpole have been in 
business for fifty years and in this downtown location for 26 of 
those years. They are very knowledgeable about the history of 
the merchandise in the store. The Notarpoles will be hosting the 
Mesa Antique Gun & Militaria Show on November 7th held at 
the Holiday Inn & Suites, 1600 S. Country Club Dr. in Mesa.

Old Brick House Vintage Market 
220 West Main Street
What started as a group of friends selling vintage items out of 

their garage a few times a year has turned into a highly anticipated 
monthly event showcasing carefully curated vintage home décor 
from ten designers. Old Brick House Vintage Market opened on 
Main Street in downtown Mesa in 2014 and they are currently 
finishing the renovation of a 1945 building offering a newer 
larger location. In addition, Old Brick House features a bakery, 
clothing line, local handmade vendors, a pillow and textiles bar, 
fresh flower nook, design center and classroom. Each month, 
new merchandise is brought in that follows a designated theme. 
The Market’s goal is to create inspiring spaces mixing old and 
new in a variety of design styles. The designers are on hand to 
answer questions and help create unique spaces in customers’ 
homes. They can’t wait to show off their new location at the 
Grand Opening event and Deck the Halls Christmas Market, 
November 11-14.  

My Darling Dragon
54 W. Main Street, Suite #2

Tucked away off Main Street, is a true back-alley shop called My 
Darling Dragon. This family owned and operated business began 
in the spring of 2016. Driven by a strange and ever-growing 
curiosity for all things mystical, the owners have over 20 years 
of experience in all things metaphysical. Paired with a profound 
passion for the weird and mysterious, making this downtown 
gem a must see. They offer amazing handmade candles, incense 
and specially curate their book and tarot card selection to suit 
patrons of all spiritual and cultural backgrounds, even carrying 
historical replicas of original tarot decks. They also work with 
other local artists to bring you a wide selection of mystical 
items and decor. At My Darling Dragon, you can find custom 
made items, made just for you, or for someone you love. Visit 
My Darling Dragon for all your candles, incense, tarot cards, 
pendulums, mystical décor, stones, mystical questions. 

Win a $150 Shopping Spree!
Would you like to have a chance to win a $150 Shopping 

Spree? This Grand Prize and a second and third prize will be 
part of a Give Away Drawing sponsored by the participating 
shops in this article. Just stop by any of the shops, pick up a 
passport and then have it validated by ALL of the shops between 
November 7th and December 12th. Turn in the fully completed 
passport at your last shop. Only one passport per person. 

The drawing will be held on Monday, December 14th and 
the winners notified plus they will be announced on social media 
and in the next issue of The Antique Register.

Downtown Mesa, continued from 23...



27Nov-Dec 2020 F Tucson • Special Event F



28 The Antique RegisterF Tucson F

N

Or
ac

le
 R

d.

E. Orange Grove Rd.

W River Rd.

W Wetmore Dr.

14

 Maps Not To Scale

13

 Maps Not To Scale

5

Grant Road

Pima

Speedway Blvd.

Broadway Blvd.

22nd St.

5th St.

Co
un

tr
y 

Cl
ub

D
od

ge

Al
ve

rn
on

Sw
an

Cr
ay

cr
of

t

10

6

N
. T

uc
so

n

N
 C

am
pb

el
l

9
Glenn 

N
 6

th
 A

ve

N
 G

ra
na

da
 -

 N
 M

ai
n 

Av
e

7

3

1 2

4

11

8

29th St.
12

W
ilm

ot
 

Tucson’s Guide 
 To Great Antiquing & Collecting

Contact shops for current shop hours

 

1. Midtown Merchantile Merchants 
      4443 E Speedway Blvd • 520-777-7275

2. Speedway Antique Mall 
     5045 E Speedway Blvd • 520-327-1200

3.  Tom’s Fine Furniture &     
      Collectibles 
       5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210 

4. AZ Modern 
        4469 E 5th St • 520-977-5340 

5.  22nd Street Antique Mall 
       5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262 

6.  American Antique Mall 
       3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070  

7.  Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles 
       4101 E Grant Road • 520-777-8188 

8.  Antiques Etc. 
       2319 N Country Club Rd. • 520-322-6269 

9.  Adobe House Antiques 
        2975 N Country Club Rd. • 520-325-9439 

10. Arte De La Vida 
       37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

11. Sunshine Shop Tucson 
       2934 E Broadway • 520-389-4776 

12. Safe Shift Estate Sale/Resale 
       4911 E. 29th St. • 520-603-3055 

13. Ignite Sign Art Museum 
       331 S. Olsen. • 520-319-0888 

14. Patriot House Antiques 
       5827 N  N Oracle Rd. • 520-314-1779

Editor’s note: One of the most unique museums that you’ll 
ever have the opportunity to enjoy is Ignite Sign Art Museum, 
331 S. Olsen in Tucson, which is filled with fabulous and historic 
neon signs—big, small and everything in between. We thought 
you would enjoy learning more about it from its co-founder 
Monica Hay Cook.

Ignite Sign Art Museum, Tucson Is a Treasure Trove of Neon Signs
“. . . No Light Like Neon.”

by Monica Hay Cook
Ignite Sign Art Museum began with a sign maker—my 

husband Jude Cook—who has been collecting signs for over 
forty years. As the collection grew, so did the size of the signs 
and it was time to either share the signs with the community or 
to quit collecting. Due to Jude’s passion for saving signs of the 
past, we decided to open Ignite in the fall of 2018. 

Although the sign museum collection includes a variety of 
unique advertising items, such as clocks, thermometers, tin and 
plastic signs, our focus is on neon and neon restoration. Here 
at Ignite, we believe, “There is no other light like neon.” Our 
mission is to preserve historically significant signs, educate 
the community on the value signage plays in our everyday 
lives and to entertain visitors by offering a unique and visually 
entertaining experience. 

In accordance with our mission, we aim to preserve historic 
signs in Arizona that need a home. Our preference is for them to 

Continued on page 32...
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stay in the community where they can be appreciated by all. But, 
if they must come down, we are a great place for them to come. 

For example, a call came out in 2018 for help in preserving 
the Moe Allen sign from Phoenix. It was coming down fast and 
needed a place to go. This sign showcases “The Happy Bear” 
that represented Bear Alignment across the nation. Cook and 
Company Signmakers answered the call, sending two crane 
trucks and three sign employees to save the sign and bring it 
back to Ignite. The sign is on display but the restoration is on 
a temporary hold as we seek the colors of the neon tubing that 
once lit it up.  

Approximately nine years ago, through his business, Cook 
& Company Signmakers, Jude began restoring Tucson’s 
historic signs. He and his staff have now completed twenty-
three restorations out and about in Tucson. Ignite Museum and 
its sister company, Cook & Company Signmakers, maintain 
Tucson’s Gateway Cactus on Oracle Road north of Drachman 
Street. 

One Tucson sign that came our way hours before demolition 
required a complete restoration because it had been re-purposed 
and renamed several times. The transformer told us the sign 

    

BUYING!
OLD Bottles 

Postcards, Old Documents & 
Photographs

Contact: 
Sam Michael 480-962-6523

PearceMerc@aol.com
Visit my Sales Booth at 

Antique Trove 
(Dealer #140) 

Scottsdale Rd & McDowell 
Scottsdale AZ 85257

Call 602-942-8950 
Next deadline is

December 1st, 2020

A Deal For 
Dealers

dated back to 1948 but what did the sign originally say? It took 
eight hours of careful sanding through the layers of paint to 
discover the original message. It now lights brightly as Tucson 
Small Animal Hospital. 

When visiting Ignite, you may observe signs in various 
stages of restoration. There is a sign bone yard in the rear and 
informative displays to see along the way. We invite visitors to 
enjoy our interactive displays, including sign scavenger hunts, 
as they go through the museum. One of our docents created a 
movie that documents the history of neon and highlights the 
neon bending process. You may catch one of our sign-bending 
docents giving a live neon bending demonstration. They love 
showing the process to visitors. 

Bring your family and friends and come enjoy the signs, 
the lights and the displays. Ignite Museum is open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We are in a 7,000 sq. 
ft. space, plus we have 7,000 sq. ft. outside (sun umbrellas 
are available). We practice current Pima County COVID-19 
requirements, including face masks for all individuals five years 
and older and social distancing. To learn more about our unique 
Museum, please check our website, ignitemuseum.com, visit us 
on Facebook or call us at 520-319-0888.

Ignite Sign Art, continued from 28...

Dealers can promote their  
booths or the shows they 

participate
 in for $40.00. Effectively 

and affordably reach 
20,000 interested potential 

customers.
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• Avalon Antiques

• Bayberry’s Antique Dolls
442 S Montezuma St. • 928-445-8559
We have Antique Dolls, Vintage Dolls and some newer Fashion 
Dolls too! Come in and see what we have!
bayberrysantiquedolls.com

• Merchandise Mart Antique Mall
205 N. Cortez • 928-776-1728
N. AZ’s largest antique mall, over 15,000 sq. ft. Est. 1986. 
Antiques, collectibles, furniture, and a whole lot more. Buy & Consign. 
WE CARRY DIXIE BELL PAINTS    Daily 10-5. Sun 11-4.  
www.prescottantiquestores.com.

• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century furniture 
& other unique pieces from that era.

140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very eclectic. 
Worth the walk across the street.

• Antiques Off The Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glass-primitives-older 
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.) 
Always buying.  Open 7 days a week.

117 N. Cortez - 928-445-1460
A destination, one-stop shop with over 30 well-appointed vendors.
Classic – Retro – Industrial – Boho.Clothes & Jewelry. Annie Sloan 
Paint and workshops. Open Sun-Thurs 10-5, Fri & Sat 10-7
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

• The Marketplace on Cortez

209 W Gurley St • 928-515-3062
Antique - Vintage - Modern.  Curated Arts, Jewelry, Furnishings, 
and Much More. Conserving the Past - Creating a Future.

• Prescott Patina

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna
WE HAVE BIG NEWS, WE MOVED TO PV!!
So Forth & What Not by Tatianna is now located at 8490 E. State Route 69, 
#B  in Prescott Valley, Right behind the Gas Station off Navajo. 928-771-1711 
soforthandwhatnot.com  WE HAVE MORE EXCITING NEWS!!!!
We just got our FFL License. Please come by and look at our great assortment 
of Pistols, Rifles and Ammo. Hours:MON-FRI 10:30-5:30, Saturday by Appt.

Prescott Valley Shops

324 S Montezuma • 928-830-4143
One of Prescott’s Premiere Antique Malls Over 6,000 sq ft of 
Authentic Antiques • farm, ranch, western memorabilia, furniture 
and more!  Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm
Find us on Facebook & Instagram
Email – cowgirlcountryantiques@gmail.com

• Cowgirl Country Antiques
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Collector’s Corner
What is an Antique Firearm?

by Jim Olson
Just what is an “antique firearm” and why is that term 

important to collectors? According to Wikipedia, “An antique 
firearm is a term to describe a firearm that was designed and 
manufactured prior to the beginning of the 20th century. 
Although the exact definition of what constitutes an “antique 
firearm” varies between countries, the advent of smokeless 
powder is often used as the cut-off date. Antique firearms are 
usually collected because of their historical interest and/or their 
monetary value.” 

In the United 
States, the magical 
date designated to be 
considered an antique 
firearm is if it was 
manufactured in the 
year 1898 or earlier. 
Why is that important to 
collectors? Because any 
firearm designated as 
an antique is generally 
outside Federal jurisdiction enforced by the Bureau of Alco-hol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (BATFE, commonly known 
as the ATF).

Why exempt such weapons from federal scrutiny when 
transferring them? Because most antiques from the 1800s were 
made with relatively mild steel and were designed to be used 
with black powder (which is what was available at the time). 

Continued on page 37...
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Friendliness is our mott o!

owner, Don Fisher

Because of this, they had fairly low velocities and had arcing or 
“rainbow” bullet trajectories when shooting distances. People 
who buy such firearms today are doing so for their collectability 
or novelty. The ammunition used in these types of guns is not 
readily available at your typical sporting goods store and they do 
not pack the same “whollop” as modern firearms. The Federal 
Government, in the United States Gun Control Act of 1968, rec-
ognized these facts and exempted “antique firearms” from FFL 
transfers. 

So just what is an FFL transfer? Generally speaking, a Federal 
Firearms License (FFL) is a license given to an individual 
or a company to engage in the business of manufacture or 
importation of firearms and ammunition, or the interstate and 
intrastate sale of firearms. The FFL is issued by the ATF. In 1993, 
with the passage of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention 
Act, a background check system was created which required all 
licensed FFL sellers to do a background check of prospective 
gun purchasers to see if they are on a list of individuals to whom 
the sale of firearms is prohibited. When a licensed FFL dealer 
makes a transfer of a firearm, they are required to keep records 
of said transfer for a period of not less than 20 years.

Antiques are exempt from FFL transfers. However, there are 
still some areas of confusion floating around when it comes to 
defining an antique. Some say it is any firearm made in 1898 or 
before. Some say only black powder (muzzle loading) weapons 
qualify. 

According to United States Code, Title 18 (USC-18), 
Chapter 44 - FIREARMS, Sec. 921 - Definitions, from the U.S. 
Government Publishing Office, www.gpo.gov, the term “antique 
firearm” means—

(A) any firearm (including any firearm with a matchlock, 
flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system) 
manufactured in or before 1898; or

(B) any replica of any firearm described in subparagraph (A) 
if such replica—

(i) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or 
conventional centerfire fixed ammunition, or

(ii) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition 
which is no longer manufactured in the United States and which 
is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial 
trade; or

(C) any muzzle loading rifle, muzzle loading shotgun, or 
muzzle loading pistol, which is designed to use black powder, 
or a black powder substitute, and which cannot use fixed 
ammunition. For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
“antique firearm” shall not include any weapon which in-
corporates a firearm frame or receiver, any firearm which is 
converted into a muzzle loading weapon, or any muzzle loading 
weapon which can be readily converted to fire fixed ammunition 
by replacing the barrel, bolt, breechblock. 

But, according to the ATF, the following is a list of weapons 
specifically exempted from the list of antiques, even though 
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they load from the muzzle. They are classified as firearms, not 
antiques under the GCA because they incorporate the frame or 
receiver of a firearm:

• Savage Model 10ML (early, 1st version)
• Mossberg 500 shotgun with muzzle loading barrel
• Remington 870 shotgun with muzzle loading barrel
• Mauser 98 rifle with muzzle loading barrel
• SKS rifle with muzzle loading barrel
• PB sM10 pistol with muzzle loading barrel
• H&R/New England Firearm Huntsman
• Thompson Center Encore/Contender
• Rossi .50 muzzle loading rifle
Understandably, there is some confusion out there as to what 

qualifies as an antique and what does not. In the 1890s, modern 
smokeless powder became available. Some of the firearms 
made back then used the same ammunition common today for 
use in modern firearms. That is what they seem to be trying to 
discourage, the transferring of a firearm that accepts modern 
ammunition, readily available, without any background checks 
or traceability of that firearm. 

Of course, there are always exceptions to the rules and the 
Gun Control act of 1968 and subsequent, Brady amendment, 
are no different. Such is the case of private transfers between 
individuals of the same state where FFL paperwork is not 
required. In most states, such transfers by private sellers are 
exempt from federal background check requirements. All other 
sales of modern firearms and sales by persons engaged in the 
“business” of selling firearms, are subject to FFL rules. 

These are some of the main draws why collectors like 
owning antiques. They are becoming rarer all the time and they 
tend to appreciate as time goes on. They usually have some sort 
of historical significance—AND they can be bought and sold 
with a handshake.

Jim Olson is a published author, historian and co-owner of 
historic Western Trading Post in Casa Grande, AZ, which traces 
its roots back to 1877! Visit www.WesternTradingPost.com to 
see what it offers. Jim Olson © 2020
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