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Please be sure to call or check Facebook to make
sure a shop is open before you head out as these
are unusual times. Every community is different
and will be following their community guidelines.
Even though a shop may not be allowed to have
in-store shoppers, many offer online shopping
with shipping and/or curbside pickup. We all want
everyone to be safe and support the local shops!
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Rinker on Collectibles

The Collector’s Less
Traveled Roads

by Harry L. Rinker
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference
From: “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost

Friendliness is our motto!
owner, Don Fisher

Linda and I stopped for the morning in Gillsville, Georgia,
during a journey to take our newly acquired 2013 VW Beetle
convertible down to our condo in Altamonte Springs, Florida.
Linda finally retired on July 15, 2019. We now plan to spend late
fall, winter and early spring in Florida and return to Michigan for
late spring, summer and early fall. A two car-family, we decided
we needed a “Florida” car. The 2013 VW Beetle convertible fit
the bill.
We spent the night at a Holiday Inn Express in Commerce,
Georgia, before heading to Gillsville. As we traveled along the
backcountry roads, I was remined of one of my favorite poems
– Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken. Thanks to the inspiration
I received from this poem, I made it a point to take less traveled
roads. Collecting made, and continues to make, this possible.
[Author’s Aside: I will reveal why Linda and I went to
Gillsville at the end of this column. If you cannot stand the
suspense, do an Internet search.]
When individuals ask me where I have traveled, my stock
answer is “all 50 states, most of Europe, parts of Central and
South American and Australia.” Come to think about it, a plane
on which I was flying once landed in Reykjavik, Iceland. We
disembarked briefly. I do not think I should really count that on
my country list.
When I ask individuals where they have visited, they usually
offer up a list of cities—Berlin, Brussels, Chicago, London, Los
Angeles, New Orleans, New York, Paris, Rome, Seattle and
Sidney. Been there. Visited them all—most more than once. The
tendency is to talk about places with which others can identify.
There also is the issue of bragging rights. Make a list and check
it twice. Hello, fellow world traveler; I am one, too.
Continued on next page...
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Rinker, continued from previous page...
If I answered Herrnhut or Seiffen, Germany; Knightstown,
Indiana; Dyersville, Iowa; Berea, Kentucky; Smith Island,
Maryland; Seagrove, North Carolina; Piqua, Ohio; or
Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania; most individuals would have a
blank look on their face. I know what they are thinking: “What
the heck is he talking about?” While these individuals have no
idea of the adventures they missed, I accept their “why should
we care” response. Indeed, why should they?
In the 21st century, a great deal of emphasis is placed by
younger generations on the need to experience adventures.
Most of these adventures actually are standard ho-hum vacation
packages—trips to exotic places where hundreds, thousands and
even millions of people travel. These are not the less traveled
roads. Less traveled roads are not included in prepaid tours.
I prefer the Star Trek approach—go where no man has gone
before. My adventures are individualistic. I admit that others
have gone before me to most of the locations. I prefer to think
each traveler personalized his/her visit to the location, making
every visit an individual one to the person making it.
In the weeks spent deciding how to approach this column, I
found myself making a mental list of the less taken roads that
impacted who and what I became. Although most roads were
collecting-related, some were not. The other less traveled roads
provided adventures of historical discovery and satisfied my
curiosity.
The first less traveled roads I took were local. During
my junior and senior years at Hellertown-Lower Saucon
(PA) Joint Junior-Senior High School, I worked with Robert
Hoppes, a science teacher, to document the remaining oneroom schoolhouses in Northampton County’s Lower Saucon
Township. Hoppes approached the task as a grand adventure as
we traveled the intricate maze of country roads. At the time, I
did not realize that I would travel these same roads and their
surrounds when searching for the Bucks and Northampton
County cemeteries where my German ancestors were buried.
In high school and through my first three years of college, I
worked as a guide at Lost River Caverns, owned by the Gilman
family and located in Hellertown, Pennsylvania. As I gained
experience, Pop and later Bob Gilman assigned me the task of
delivering promotional flyers for the cave to other Pennsylvania
caves, historic sites, hotels, motels, tourist sites and restaurants
within a 50-mile radius. I was encouraged to visit the caves and
historic sites and I did, picking up a souvenir or two at most of
them.
In 1966, representatives of the New York Canal Society
visited Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to do the advanced preparation
for a tour of the Lehigh Canal. Representatives stopped at
Historic Bethlehem, where I worked as the Director of Archival
Research, to ask if someone on the staff could go with them to
help them find the location of the locks and dams. I was assigned
to accompany them. When the actual tour ended, I was the first
president of the newly formed Pennsylvania Canal Society.
No one questioned how little I knew about the American canal
system. It was up to me to correct this.
I learned in a hurry. I took a threefold approach: 1) travel the
length of each American canal; 2) build a reference library; and,
3) collect canal memorabilia. For the next 10 years, I discovered
parts of America I never knew existed. With a few exceptions,
most of the canal aqueducts, dams, locks and tunnels had fallen
into disrepair or vanished. My travels took me for a walk on
Continued on page 12...
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• The Marketplace on Cortez

117 N. Cortez - 928-445-1460
A destination, one-stop shop with over 30 well-appointed vendors.
Classic – Retro – Industrial – Boho.Clothes & Jewelry. Annie Sloan
Paint and workshops. Open Sun-Thurs 10-5, Fri & Sat 10-7
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

• Avalon Antiques

140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very eclectic.
Worth the walk across the street.

• Mid-Century-Madness

140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century furniture
& other unique pieces from that era.

• Antiques Off The Square

145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glass-primitives-older
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.)
Always buying. Open 7 days a week.

• Merchandise Mart Antique Mall

205 N. Cortez • 928-776-1728
N. AZ’s largest antique mall, over 15,000 sq. ft. Est. 1986.
Antiques, collectibles, furniture, and a whole lot more. Buy & Consign.
WE CARRY DIXIE BELL PAINTS Daily 10-5. Sun 11-4.
www.prescottantiquestores.com.

• Cowgirl Country Antiques

Enter to Win a $25 Gift Certificate

The Antique Register is giving away one $25 Gift Certificate to be spent at a local advertising shop to one of our lucky readers!
Use it to go shopping at your favorite Antique Register advertiser. Entry Deadline is June 1, 2020.
The drawing will be held on June 1st and the winner will be announced in our July-August issue. The gift certificate will be mailed.

Drawing Entry Form

Name _________________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of your favorite Antique Register advertiser ___________________________________________________________________
Tell us what makes this advertiser your favorite ___________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
To enter, complete this form and mail to: The Antique Register, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085
(Photocopy of form is fine. Be sure to provide all information.)

Or email your entry form to: antique@barlomedia.com and put “Gift Certificate” in the subject line.
(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)

************************************************
Please tell us about a local antique, vintage or collectibles store or event that you would like to see
advertising in The Antique Register ____________________________________________________________
We welcome your comments and/or suggestions about The Antique Register. Include a note with your drawing
entry, send us an email or give us a call at 1-888-942-8950. We enjoy hearing from our readers

324 S Montezuma • 928-830-4143
One of Prescott’s Premiere Antique Malls Over 6,000 sq ft of
Authentic Antiques • farm, ranch, western memorabilia, furniture
and more! Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm
Find us on Facebook & Instagram
Email – cowgirlcountryantiques@gmail.com

• Prescott Patina

209 W Gurley St • 928-515-3062
Antique – Vintage – Modern - Repurposed Art, accessories, jewelry,
furnishings, Collectibles, specialty plants

Prescott Valley Shops

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna

WE HAVE BIG NEWS, WE MOVED TO PV!!
So Forth & What Not by Tatianna is now located at 8490 E. State Route 69,
#B in Prescott Valley, Right behind the Gas Station off Navajo. 928-771-1711
soforthandwhatnot.com WE HAVE MORE EXCITING NEWS!!!!
We just got our FFL License. Please come by and look at our great assortment
of Pistols, Rifles and Ammo. Hours:MON-FRI 10:30-5:30, Saturday by Appt.
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Call 602-942-8950
Next deadline is June 1st, 2020

BUYING!
OLD Bottles

Postcards, Old Documents &
Photographs
Contact:
Sam Michael 480-962-6523
PearceMerc@aol.com
Visit my Sales Booth at
Antique Trove
(Dealer #140)
Scottsdale Rd & McDowell
Scottsdale AZ 85257

A Deal For
Dealers

Dealers can promote their booths or the shows they participate in for $40.00.
Effectively and affordably reach 20,000 interested potential customers?
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Rinker, continued from page 5...
the towpath through the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal’s Paw Paw
tunnel and through the dark, hazardous spillway tunnel of the
No. 10 West inclined plane on the Morris Canal. I spent time
exploring Canadian, English and German canals. My car still
stops along the road when I spot a canal ditch.
Of course, the greatest number of less traveled roads is
associated with my collecting. Collecting is one of the most
rewarding adventures a person can experience. There are
multiple levels. The first is the visit to the sources—not the
New York City auction houses such as Bonham’s, Christie’s,
and Sotheby’s but Alderfer’s in Hatfield, Pennsylvania, and
Garth’s in Delaware, Oho. Antiques malls and shows took
me to Adamstown and Kutztown, Pennsylvania; Brimfield,
Massachusetts; Kane County, Illinois; Long Beach and
Pasadena, California; and Portland Expo, Oregon. I antiqued my
way across America multiple times.
The second set of less traveled collecting roads involved
travel to the locations where things I collected, or in which
I was interested, were made. I visited Williamstown, West
Virginia, where I met the members of the Fenton family. I went
to Dyersville, Iowa, to visit the Ertl factory but ended the day by
running the bases at “The Field of Dreams.”
In the course of my professional career, I have been privileged
to visit hundreds of collectors in the United States and abroad.
Estelle Zalkin invited me to her Treasure Island, Florida, home
to see her collection of over 10,000 thimbles. I stayed overnight.
A day’s viewing did not do justice to the collection.
The same holds true for authors and editors. Don Raycraft,
an author of several books on country collectibles, and his wife
entertained me in their Bloomington, Illinois, home. I visited
Kyle Husefloen at his Grecian Revival home in Galena, Illinois.
The afternoon I spent with George Michaels in his Merrimack,
New Hampshire, home is one of my most cherished memories.
Also, high on the list are the evenings spent with Jeff Hill,
editor of the Antique Journal, in his California living room
discussing the immediate and long-term future of the antiques
and collectibles business.
I wish I had kept a detailed record of the locations where
I was invited to do a personal appearance, lecture or teach.
The list would include Dothan, Alabama; Butte, Montana; and
Beaumont, Texas.
Collectors cherish the roads less traveled they have taken.
Each has a personal story associated with it. If readers would
like to share some of their favorite roads less traveled stories
with me, email them to harrylrinker@aol.com. Who knows?
If I receive enough, I will share them in a future “Rinker on
Collectibles” column.
Oops, I almost forgot. I promised to tell you why Linda and I
visited Gillsville, Georgia. The purpose was to spend time with
Dal Batchaell, Billy Joe Cowan, Savannah Creighton, Dwayne
Crocker, and Sandra Hewell. Who are they? All will be revealed
in a future “Rinker on Collectibles’ column.
Harry L. Rinker welcomes questions from readers about
collectibles, those mass-produced items from the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries. Selected letters will be answered in
this column. Harry cannot provide personal answers. Photos
and other material submitted cannot be returned. Send your
questions to: Rinker on Collectibles, 5955 Mill Point Court SE,
Kentwood, MI 49512. You also can e-mail your questions to
harrylrinker@aol.com. Only e-mails containing a full name
and mailing address will be considered. Copyright © Harry L.
Rinker, LLC 2019
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LITTLE BARREL
Antiques & Collectibles

“A Unique Experience In Shopping, With
Quality Merchandise At Reasonable Prices”
Clocks are Our Specialty
Gifts • Primitives & Furniture • Estate Liquidation
Located Across From The Historic City Hall
507 E. Florence Blvd • Casa Grande
Call for May hours. Closed June thru August

Donna Kerr • Owner

Dealers Welcome

520-836-3659
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Tucson’s
Guide
To Great Antiquing & Collecting

W River Rd.

16

5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210

5. AZ Modern

4469 E 5th St • 520-977-5340

6. 22nd Street Antique Mall

5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262

7. American Antique Mall
3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070

8. Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles
3402 E Grant Road • 520-321-4621

9. Antiques Etc.

2319 N Country Club Rd. • 520-322-6269

10. Adobe House Antiques

2975 N Country Club Rd. • 520-325-9439

11. Arte De La Vida

37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

12. Sunshine Shop Tucson

2934 E Broadway • 520-389-4776

13. Gather - A Vintage Market
657 W St. Mary’s • 520-878-7215

14. Safe Shift Estate Sale/Resale
4911 E. 29th St. • 520-603-3055

15. Ignite Sign Art Museum
331 S. Olsen. • 520-319-0888

16. Antique Village Mall

4343 N Oracle Rd. • 520-887-0150

17. Patriot House Antiques

5827 N N Oracle Rd. • 520-314-1779
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4. Tom’s Fine Furniture & 				
Collectibles

8

Swan

5045 E Speedway Blvd • 520-327-1200
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Alvernon

3. Speedway Antique Mall

9

Glenn

Country Club

4443 E Speedway Blvd • 520-777-7275

10

N. Tucson

2. Midtown Merchantile 			
Merchants

N

W Wetmore Dr.

Maps Not To Scale

N 6th Ave

4351 E Grant Rd. • 520-577-8330

N Granada - N Main Ave

Contact shops for current shop hours

1. Michael D. Higgins

Oracle Rd.
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E. Orange Grove Rd.

N Campbell
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Why Is 100 a Big Deal?

In the world of antiques, “100” has always been a critical
number. For most, “100” is the benchmark of age that divides
“antique” from all the rest. For those of us who philosophize
about such things, “100” has always been an arbitrary number.
To say that something made on January 1, 1921, can’t be
classified as antique for another eight months is inane.
Not many know the history of “100” as it applies to defining
“antique.” Well, it all began
in the Great Depression
when the federal government
was hunting for new sources
of raising revenues. One of
the ways it came up with
was to impose import duties
on historic items brought
into the U.S. mostly by the
Jay Mark, along with his wealthy. In consultation with
ever-faithful and loyal research historians and academics,
assistants, has spent the last 16 the Smoot-Hawley Act in
years writing about the fascinating 1930 concluded that artifacts
world of antiques for The Antique produced before 1830 would
Register. Jay Mark
be defined as “antique” and
thereby subject to an import tax.
Technically, the law defined “antique” as “works of art
(except rugs and carpets made after the year 1700), collections in
illustration of the progress of the arts, works in bronze, marble,
terra cotta, parian, pottery or porcelain, artistic antiquities and
objects of ornamental character or educational value which shall
have been produced prior to the year 1830.”

15

by Jay Mark
But why 1830? It was identified as the mid-point of the
Industrial Revolution—the time between approximately 1815
and 1850 when machine manufacturing (read mass production)
began to surpass hand workmanship in the United States.
The 1830 date remained fixed until 1966 when a renaissance
of interest in historic artifacts was emerging. To bring regulations
up-to-date, the law was amended to classify later items as
“antique” by imposing a
100-year standard. That’s
when “100” became the
magic number that allowed
avoidance of a duty on
imported goods.
But that indiscriminate
number does a disservice to
the real status of an antique.
It’s fine for avoiding an
import tax but does nothing
to preserve the significance
Even a man can appreciate the
of an historical artifact.
beauty and elegant design of Whiting
Many will ask if not and Davis chain-mail purses. Jay Mark
“100” then what should be
used to define “antique?” Way back in 1930, lawmakers were
right in selecting 1830 as the benchmark. The transition from
handwork to industrial production was, and has always been, an
ideal demarcation.
If that is the case, then what do we call all that came after?
Just say, “Not antique.” That definition does nothing to diminish
Continued on page 19...
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Those Were The Days, continued from page 15...
the value or importance of post-1830 relics. In today’s world,
“antique” is a word for scholars. For the rest of us it has no real
meaning.
Value is not always based on age. It is demand, quality and
scarcity that ultimately determines worth. Think of more recent
things like Tiffany glass, Stickley, Weller pottery, mid-century
pieces and a myriad of others.
So, there’s no need to get hung
up on “100” or “antique.”
All that said, for me, “100”
has another special meaning.
Not with regard to antiques
but rather a body of work. This
article marks the 100th column
I have written for The Antique
Register. Maybe that does
qualify it as “antique.”
When Barbara Floyd, then
A 19th century fad was the
Stanhope, in which a micro- publisher of the magazine,
miniature photograph was asked me to write bi-monthly
concealed in utilitarian objects, columns, I could never have
such as this combination inkpen and bone letter opener. The imagined that, sixteen years
image was enlarged by viewing later, I would still be creating
through a hidden lens, seen at pieces for the Register.
arrow. Jay Mark
We have been through a lot
together. Times have changed. Interests have changed. Values
have changed. But there
remains a steady core group
whose lives are still centered
around antiques . . . or “not
antiques.”
In 2011, Jay Mark wrote about
We have covered a the Molinillo, an enigmatic kitchen
lot over the years. In the utensil. In the article he detailed
beginning, it was rather that this device dates to the Spanish
easy—just put some polish incursion into Central America and
on and expand articles I had the discovery of chocolate. Jay Mark
earlier penned for The Arizona Republic.
The very first column (yes, I saved them all) covered one of
my favorite subjects—ladies’ purses, specifically those made by
Whiting and Davis—beautiful miniature chain-mail handbags
with wonderfully painted or enameled patterns.
Other columns covered such arcane subjects as clothes
hangers that, between 1850 and 1950, saw more than 1200
patented designs; Stanhopes—micro-miniature photographs
concealed in everyday
objects; and colorful
sheet music and why it
remains an irresistible
collectible.
Together
we
discovered the story
behind “One-Hand”
Clocks, unearthed the
mystery surrounding
British
Ringtons
One of the most abundant objects in
Tea
containers,
any home is the clothes hanger. Did you
know, in an attempt to invent the perfect pontificated on the
hanger, more than 1200 patents were issued popularity of pickle
between 1850 and 1950? Jay Mark
packaging and delved
into Depression Glass while it was still popular. It is interesting
how much has changed since that 2008 article.
Along the way there were a few surprises, such as the world’s
largest antique—the all porcelain-enamel post-WWII Lustron
Continued on page 20...
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C&J’s

ANTIQUES and GARDEN
a Vintage Boutique

40 North Gilbert Rd, Gilbert AZ
480-539-0401
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11-5

facebook.com/cjsantiquesandgarden
Shop with us online

OUR JOURNEY MARKET
ourjourneymarket.com

facebook.com/our-journey-market
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Cribbage

by Barbara Polston
My dad’s family were great card players. At gatherings of
that side of the family, you could bet that the men would all
congregate around the largest table and play pinochle or pennyante poker. Dad always said that his favorite card game was
cribbage. He wanted a cribbage board so that he could teach me
how to play.
My mother, on the other hand, did not think much of card
playing. I think this must have been a remnant from her strict
Baptist upbringing. My father passed away when I was 16-yearsold. He died without a cribbage board and I never learned his
favorite card game.
Fast forward to 2019. My youngest daughter and her husband
work for a nonprofit organization in a program that assists those
struggling with drug addiction and mental health issues. Many
of their clients are coming out of prison or psychiatric hospitals
and working to cement their stability before going back to live
in the community.
Apparently, these clients have lots of free time on their
hands. My daughter started a “clean and sober fun” program,
introducing game play to the men. They have learned many
board games that we traditionally enjoyed as a family. The
men have started to ask for the games that they have enjoyed,
card games like pinochle and cribbage. Part of my son-in-law’s
responsibility is to serve client needs. He bought a cribbage
board, consulted the Internet and learned to play. Yes, he is paid
to play cribbage with the clients!
Both my daughter and I have learned to play this complex
and interesting game along with him. We have a cribbage board,
marker pegs and cards at the ready. We will pass a pleasant
evening in cribbage play. If you have never played, be warned!
There is LOTS of counting and strategy but it is fun once you
get the hang of it.
My dad has been gone for 50 years. Each time we sit down
to play my dad’s favorite card game, I feel close to him again
as if he is whispering strategy in my ear and applauding a high
scoring hand. You might recognize this as playing cribbage. I
recognize it as life coming full circle.
Barbara Polston is the author of Quilting with Doilies:
Inspiration, Techniques, and Projects (Schiffer Books, 2015)
and an award-winning quiltmaker. When not quilting, Barbara
is the Grants Manager for Child Crisis Arizona, a child welfare
agency. She lives in Phoenix, AZ. ©Barbara Polston, Phoenix,
AZ, January 2020
Those Were The Days, continued from page 19...
home; the captivating, eclectic
combination
“Flashlight,
Electric Alarm, Bank Clock;”
Hiram Codd’s odd invention
of a bottle with a marble in
Seeking to create the perfect the neck; and the quizzical
bottle closure and seal, Hiram Molinillo—you’ll find its exotic
Codd patented his marble in the history in the March-April 2011
neck bottle in 1872. Believe it Antique Register.
or not, the Codd bottle is still in
The real joy of writing
production today. treasurenet.com
these columns has been the
opportunity to learn more about many subjects of which I had
little knowledge. For those who are honest about their experience
with antiques, it is surprising what they actually know.
Every day presents exposure to something never before seen.
And that is what has made my nearly half-century in this field
a thrill.
Continued on next page...

Giveaway Winner from
March-April Issue

We have one giveaway winner from our last issue.
Steven Alt from Tempe will be sent a $25 Gift Certificate to
be spent at his favorite Antique Register advertiser, History by
George in Downtown Mesa.
Steven said he has been a military history buff starting from
the time he was in elementary school and shop owners George
& Ko have lots of interesting military antiques and merchandise.
We love to hear from our readers about how they enjoy The
Antique Register and use it to hunt for great finds. In this issue,
there is another $25 Gift Certificate giveaway so be sure to enter
and tell us which is your favorite Antique Register advertiser.
Antique & Vintage Events – May - June 2020
Mesa Antique Gun & Militaria Show – May show cancelled
Come to the next show - November 7, 2020
Pre-1898 Production • Buy-Sell-Trade-Swap-Fun
Nov 7, 9am – 2pm
Holiday Inn & Suites, 1600 S Country Club Dr, Mesa
Admission $6
For information call George & Ko at 480-898-3878

Those Were The Days, continued from previous page...
So, now comes the personal question. Can I come up with
another 100 columns? And, if so, what will the antiques market
be like in another sixteen years? I am not sure of the answers.
But as long as I can continue making new discoveries, I will
keep on trying to document them for you.
So, thanks to Barbara Floyd and, now, Barb Stillman,
along with Lolly Konecky, who have taken over the mantle
of publishers, for giving me the opportunity to talk about my
favorite subject. And to Nancy Williams for carefully editing
each piece. And finally, thanks to you for your years of loyal
readership. I am truly humbled.
Virtually an antique himself, Jay Mark, a nearly half-century
antiques business veteran and historian owns Those Were The
Days!, an online specialty bookstore. He also teaches, lectures
and writes regularly about antiques and history. Reach him at
jaymark@twtdbooks.com.
© 2020
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Collector’s Corner

Collecting for Investment

by Jim Olson
Recently I was asked into the home of collectors to assess
their collection. These folks wanted to liquidate their items by
sending them to auction. They had been collecting for years.
They believed in the philosophy of putting their extra money
into collectibles as an investment. They were now at a point
in their lives where they wanted to sell the collection, buy an
RV and travel. It was great hearing the enjoyment they had
had over the years of searching out and buying items for their
collection. Auctions, yard sales, flea markets, crafts fairs—they
were excited when relating the different stories of procurement.
Unfortunately, the house was full of Bradford Exchange
and Franklin Mint types of items, including hundreds of plates.
They were especially excited about their “Native American”
collection, which consisted of tourist type Navajo “Kachinas,”
low end split stitch baskets (along with import baskets) and
dozens of signed prints by artists most people had never heard
of. There were knock-off bronzes and mass produced statues
made of pewter.
I do not judge anybody and this kind of stuff is fine to buy
if you want decorative items that do not cost much to decorate
your home with. However, these types of “collectibles” are
rarely a wise investment. They are decorative items and home
decor is rarely “collectible” or valuable later on.
I did not have the heart to tell them that, in my opinion, they
had not “collected well” as far as an investment goes and there
was very little monetary value in the collection. And that the
Continued on page 28...
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Hospice of the Valley
To Open 5th Thrift Store

Hospice of the Valley announces the opening of its fifth
White Dove Thrift Shoppe in late May or early June. It is the
second store in Phoenix and the fifth Valley-wide. Proceeds
from all White Dove stores help provide care for Hospice of
the Valley patients and families without insurance or financial
means.
White Dove Midtown, located at 2711 E. Indian School
Road, is housed in a two-story, freestanding cream building
with a gray façade and cool industrial vibe. A receiving and
processing area, along with more parking, are planned for the
space next door. The store is a short drive from the agency’s
Central Phoenix offices as well as its future Dementia Care &
Education Campus.
“We’ve been looking for the next right location for a
long time,” said Diana Murray, Hospice of the Valley’s vice
president for facilities and purchasing. “We’re so grateful for the
generous community that supports our thrift shops and to our
hardworking staff and 350 store volunteers who are passionate
about generating revenue for our charity care programs!”
Applications for those interested in volunteering at the new
Midtown store are being accepted. Contact JoEllen Feltham at
jfeltham@hov.org or call 602-530-6968.
Normally, donations are accepted during business hours
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday. Please call 602-2743683 to find out if donation drop-off areas have reopened or to
make arrangements for donations.
Items that you can shop for or donate include: furniture,
appliances, clothing, accessories, housewares, collectibles, art,
jewelry, electronics, sports equipment, vehicles and medical
equipment. Hospice of the Valley’s White Dove Stores are
consistently ranked among the best thrift shops in Arizona.
White Dove Thrift Shoppes are located at:
• 5035 N. Seventh Ave., Phoenix. 602-776-1540.
• 2711 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix. (Midtown location
opening soon.)
• 8461 E. McDonald Drive, Scottsdale. 480-609-1190.
• 17045 N. 59th Ave., Glendale 602-942-0011.
• 1255 W. Guadalupe Road, Mesa. 480-491-1361.
For more information about the stores and updates, call 602274-3683 or visit whitedovethrift.org.
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Collector’s Corner, continued from page 24...
“tens of thousands” of dollars they thought they would get at
an auction was actually a couple thousand dollars worth (at
best) of yard sale or flea market items. I politely declined the
consignment.
This little exchange got me to thinking—hence this month’s
article.
I am a big proponent of collecting. I have always said it is
nice to be surrounded by your savings account while enjoying
it in your home instead of having it all locked away in a bank
somewhere. However, when collecting as an investment, we
need to get educated on what we are doing! You would not (or
should not) invest in the stock market not having a clue as to
how the stock market works. You should not invest in real estate
blindly or buy it just because it is “cheap.” As a matter of fact,
a wise investor does not invest in anything without having a
good general knowledge of what he or she is investing in—and
preferably also gets some advice from an expert in the field.
An educated collector would not buy “collectibles” for
investment that were made in China for a corporate giant. Or
buy “crafts” from roadside vendors near points of interest for
the tourists or buy spurs made in Japan from a western store.
Remember, just because it was a “deal” does not mean it was a
good buy. There is “cheap” and there is “inexpensive.”
One of the first rules of buying as an investment is—don’t
buy junk! Know the market on things you collect. If you collect
coins, know what they are worth and which ones are practically
worthless. If you collect stamps, know the market. If buying art
is your thing, most knowledgeable collectors will advise you to
stay away from prints (with very few exceptions).
If buying Native American arts and crafts, know that does
not necessarily mean it is a collectible even though it may be
“Native American made.” Learn the difference between quality
handmade items and “crafts” that are hastily put together.
Quality is quality, no matter who made it. Sure, buy certain
items because you like them; that is perfectly ok, but do not think
you are buying them as an “investment.” There is a difference
between collecting just because an item pleases you and actually
making a potential investment.
Another thing to realize is what you paid for an item does
not usually matter when it comes to re-selling it. Remember the
markets can and will change. Know the current market.
Other basic things to remember when collecting for
investment:
*Start small and collect what you like but remember quality
is important.
*Things made to be collectible—rarely are. This includes
pretty much all kinds of commemorative or mass produced
items.
*Mass produced items do not necessarily just come from
large companies. Check out most any gift shop for examples of
crafts that are collectively mass-produced by groups of people.
Continued on next page...
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Collector’s Corner, continued from previous page...
*But for sure, if your “collectible” says “Made in China” or
“Made in Taiwan” on it — it’s not a collectible. It is a decor item
or a cheap knock-off.
*There is a difference between collectibles and decor. Decor
is rarely collectible but collectibles can sometimes make great
decor.
*Things that have survived a long period of time and remain
in good condition are often sought after.
*While condition is a big factor in value, restoration is
generally not desirable.
*Rarity (or uniqueness) is usually a factor. Things where
only a few have survived the test of time or items that stand
apart are generally sought after. If there are dozens of them that
all look alike, be careful.
*Beware of fads in the market.
In another article published in this column, we talked about
the basics of collecting. It was mentioned there are many other
reasons to collect besides monitory ones. And that is true. There
are many reasons to collect.
However, when collecting as an investment, you should
study the market. Know what you are dealing in just like Warren
Buffet does in the stock market. Otherwise, it will be hit or miss
whether you actually wind up with a good investment or not.
Jim Olson is a published author, historian and co-owner of
historic Western Trading Post in Casa Grande, AZ, that traces
its roots back to 1877! Visit www.WesternTradingPost.com to
see what it offers. Jim Olson © 2020
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NOW IN CIRCULATION
AT ALL ADVERTISING SHOPS
Call to speak with a representative today to
make sure your shop or event gets included in
our June-July issue:

Deadline for
June-July
Issue is
May 1, 2020
Contact us:
602-942-8950
or 888-942-8950
arizona@barlomedia.com

Now in our 31st year of publishing
The Country Register!
Read The Country Register
on-line at
www.countryregister.com/AZ
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