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Cover Story

Monthly 4-Day Shopping
Experiences
At Gather A Vintage Market

For the last four years, Gather A Vintage Market in Tucson
has been offering monthly four-day markets to inspire and
delight, specializing in antique and vintage furniture and finds
for your home and garden.
Gather is the
creative vision of
Tray Gers, a lifelong
collector.
Tray’s
collection
needed
paring
down so he decided
to sell some things
and ended up in
two Tucson antique
malls.
Although
he was happy with
both experiences,
he wanted to do
more. So, in January 2013, he launched Gather with his family
and a group of Tucson vendors.
Tray’s vision was a market recreated from the ground up
each month and that has been one of the prime keys to Gather’s
success. Vendors work together to create a new shopping
experience designed around a theme and vignettes are filled with
a mix of offerings from multiple vendors. Every month, the floor
plan is fresh and new looks come to life featuring merchandise
Continued on page 4...

3

4

✦

Tucson ✦

The Antique Register

Gather, continued from page 3...
collected through the vendors’ shopping excursions. The goal is
to have customers walk into a magical experience.
The Gather team also plans fun games for visitors to
enjoy—from monthly drawings for those in line on Thursdays
to the time that shoppers received passports before boarding the
S.S. Gather or when the market is designed around Clue and
word searches and shoppers solve clues to win prizes.
Several special events have also become Gather hallmarks
including the Christmas preview night and fundraiser for the
Tucson Community Food Bank and the old-fashioned bake sale
fundraiser for Hope Animal Shelter.
Tray loves all aspects of Gather from shopping and finding
treasures from around the US and Europe to designing and
displaying the store and co-creating the magic each month
with the talented and passionate group of vendors. He and the
Gather team also truly enjoy visiting with all of the customers
at the markets and sharing in their delight at what they find.
When each new market opens, the team loves watching the
reactions and hearing comments like “Wow! I didn’t think it
could be more beautiful than last month and yet it is!” or “This
is my favorite month!”
Gather A Vintage Market is located at 657 W. St Mary’s
Road, Tucson, in the old Arizona Sash & Door Warehouse with
an old railroad spur that runs alongside it. The galvanized tin,
exposed wooden rafters and the wood floor make it a perfect
setting for a vintage market. Since the original venue’s opening,
it has expanded four times and now offers 5000 square feet of
fun and finds. Tray and the Gather team plan to keep wowing
customers, making friends, supporting the community and
Continued on page 7...
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Holiday Magic:
Celebrating What You Love
by Simone Gers
Like my husband Tray and I, many of our friends are
collectors and so much of the fun is decorating with all of
our finds. Some of us like to switch things up by moving our
collections around, featuring different items and making what’s
old new again. Holidays provide many opportunities to change
the feel of our homes by displaying great antique and vintage
decorations.
Tray loves Christmas so
much and has so many vintage
ornaments that we often
decorate several trees with
different themes. This year, we
decided not to limit ourselves
just to those ornaments and
we took the idea of vintage
décor to a whole new level—
we decorated with favorite
collections.
We love old world globes
and created a ‘Peace on
Earth’ tree with them. We
highlighted the lovely colors
in the globes by pairing them
with chartreuse and turquoise
Peace on Earth –old vintage
ornaments. To add dimension, globes, old meets new chartreuse
we used traditional dove and turquoise ornaments and white
shapes to make different- doves.
sized cut outs, glittered them and had them take flight by hanging
them from the ceiling at different heights. Gluing some to sticks
and inserting them in the tree adds to the appeal. Wouldn’t it be
fun to start a new tradition with your children by having them
help make decorations like the cutout doves?
Have you ever wondered what to do with your old punch
cups? We had a ball using over 200 vintage cut-glass punch cups
in our ‘Good Tidings To You’ tree. By hanging the cups bottom
out, the light illuminates each like a crystal ball. We paired
these crystal beauties with white Summer Everlasting flowers
that we gathered in the Arizona countryside. With this tree, we
brought the outdoors in and integrated a traditional activity of
using native, dried plants. Wouldn’t it be great to have a party
with a punch-cup tree and then send everyone home with a cup
ornament as a gift?
In a wildlife themed tree, we used a large plaster owl
and large and small-feathered owls. Any vintage statuary or
taxidermy could have easily been substituted for the owl. We
Continued on page 14...
Gather, continued from page 4...
encouraging imaginations!
The next Gather Market will be held on November 10,
11, 12 and 13 with the Christmas preview catered by Creative
Catering on Wednesday, November 9, from 5 to 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free with one non-perishable item for the Tucson
Community Food Bank. The December market dates are 8, 9,
10 and 11 and January’s dates are 12, 13, 14 and 15. Hours are
Thursday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For more information, visit Gather A Vintage Market
on Facebook or Instagram, call 520-878-7215, go to www.
GatherAVintageMarket.com or email GatherAVintageMarket@
gmail.com.520-310-7531
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The Market Collective’s
Fall Event
Is Coming Up on Nov. 26
It’s time for The Market Collective’s Fall 2016 Event that
will be coming up on Saturday, November 26, in Tucson. The
market will be located at Tucson Eclectic Treasures, 139 South
Olsen, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free.
The Fall Event will feature more than 25 vendors selling
vintage, antique and handcrafted goods! Shoppers will find
painted and unpainted furniture, home décor, kitchenwares—and
more. Some vendors restore their furniture and items to original
condition while others reinvent them. Offerings will include
farmhouse, mid-century modern, antiques and everything in
between. Food trucks will be available.
November 26 is Small Business Saturday so it is a great day
to come out and support small businesses in the community.
Founded by Heidi Williams in November 2014, The
Market Collective is a place where local vintage, collectible
and antiques dealers can showcase their items along with
handcrafting vendors. The market meets in the Spring and in the
Fall each year.
Follow The Market Collective - Tucson on
Facebook or Instagram to learn more. Email Heidi at
themarketcollectivetucson@gmail.com or call 520-400-6536.
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200,000 + Items
2 Huge Shops Side by Side

Christine’s Antiques

and

Elegant Junque Shop
Huge Sale Both Stores!
40 to 60% off!
Biggest Sale ever
in 54 Years!
Dealers Check us Out!
Christine’s is the
oldest antique shop
in Tucson



Open 54 years!!

WE HAVE IT ALL!

4932 - 4940 E. Speedway • Tucson, AZ
Mon-Sat 10:00-5:29? Sun by chance
520-323-0018 • 520-881-8181
We Are Not a Mall • Deal with the Owners
www.ChristineAntiquesTucson.com

Tucson ✦
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American
Antique Mall
Tucson’s Oldest Antique Mall

Turquoise Jewelry
In the Heart of Tucson’s
Antiquing District
Fine Art, Furniture, Rare Books,
Postcards, Old Photographs,
Political Memorabilia,
Vintage Turquoise Jewelry,
Natural Turquoise Stones

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm

GRANT RD

ALVERNON WAY

520-326-3070

COUNTRY CLUB

3130 E. Grant @
Country Club
Tucson, AZ

CAMPBELL AVE

www.americanantiquemall.com
www.tucsonindianjewelry.com
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4940 E. Speedway • 520-323-0018

3. Midtown Merchantile Merchants
4443 E Speedway Blvd • 520-777-7275

4. Speedway Antique Mall

5045 E Speedway Blvd • 520-327-1200

5. Tinkertiques, LLC

5418 E Pima • 520-282-0835

6. Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles
5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210

7. AZ Modern

4469 E 5th St • 520-977-5340

8. 22nd Street Antique Mall

5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262

9. Darlene Morris Antiques, LLC
2940 N Swan, Ste 128 • 520-322-9050

10. American Antique Mall
3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070

11. Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles
3402 E Grant Road • 520-321-4621

12. Antiques Etc.

2319 N Country Club Rd. • 520-322-6269

13. Grey House

3067 N. Campbell Ave. • 520-325-0400

E. Orange Grove Rd.

14. Adobe House Antiques

22

2700 N. Campbell Ave • 520-325-9439

15. LionsGate Antiques

W River Rd.

2000 E Speedway • 520-319-2004

21

16. Arte De La Vida

37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

657 W St. Mary’s • 520-878-7215

19. Rose Alley Vintiques, LLC

657 W St. Mary’s Rd. Unit C-8 • 602-750-7183

20. Riveted

40 W Broadway • 520-882-2756

21. Antique Village Mall

4343 N Oracle Rd. • 520-887-0150
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22. Déja Vu Too Antque

5827 N Oracle Rd. • 520-887-1700

Glenn

14
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18. Gather - A Vintage Market

N Granada - N Main Ave

2612 E Broadway • 520-319-0888
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N 6th Ave
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2. Christine’s Antiques

Swan

4932 E. Speedway • 520-881-8181

The 22nd Street Antique Mall in Tucson will be featuring
its annual Christmas Gala during November and December
when the second floor of the building is charmingly transformed
into a “Christmas Loft.”
Over 5,000 square feet
and a few dozen booths
are dedicated for two
months only as a Christmas
spectacular. Dealers reserve
their
favorite
booths,
often months in advance.
In November, the entire
floor is decorated with
festive trees, garlands of
greenery and Mall holiday
ornaments. The dealers
then display their extensive
Christmas treasures—tree
ornaments, specialty items
and sales items tied to the
Holidays.
During November and December, the booths are manned by
the dealers themselves who sign up for specific hours to greet
each customer and help with purchases. In addition, the dealers
usually have cookies and sweets available. The key to success
for the venture is that the Loft is alive with the Christmas Spirit.
As a result, hundreds of Arizona residents and visitors—who
might otherwise be too busy to come to the Mall—make a
special trip to wander the entire store and buy from the Loft.
Well-known Christmas music plays in the background and
the entire project is a “feel good” event. Customers say that this
project really enhances the Mall as a “must see” place to visit
during November and December and the Mall’s TV commercials
carry out the Christmas theme.
Continued on page 20...
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1. Elegant Junque Shop

‘Tis The Season To Be Jolly
At 22nd Street Antique Mall
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Gather, continued from page 7...
continued bringing the outdoors in by using white and brown
glittered pinecones and real birds’ nests for ornaments. While
this tree would be fabulous in garden rooms, dens, cabins or
camps, it would really be the star in a ‘man cave.’
Do you love to garden or, perhaps, collect vintage gardening
items? Staying with an
“outside-in” theme, we
designed a tree featuring
vintage birdhouses, old
metal folk art flowers,
old clay pots and natural
branches. We love the
scale of the birdhouse and
metal flowers in contrast
with the smaller items
used for ornaments. If you
had some old, colorful
gardening tools, they could
easily be wired to branches
as ornaments.
Holiday decorating is
a great time to celebrate
creativity
and
fun.
Upcycling garden items, statuary, taxidermy, punch cups,
globes or any other vintage collection is an unexpected and
unconventional way to feature what you love.
Designing unusual tree themes also allows you to enjoy
traditions like making ornaments and using items from nature.
Further the joy by creating the new pieces with family and
friends. In addition, just think of the stories your family will tell
about the time you used the garden statues to decorate the tree.
Imagine your family wondering with smiles what you’re going
to have them make this holiday season.
When you embrace your collections with love and sprinkle
in a little inspiration, magic happens. And isn’t magic one of the
joys of the holidays?
Simone Gers began her antiquing journey 35 years ago
when she married Tray, an avid collector. They still have the
first piece they bought together—a pegged farm table that was
so decrepit it was behind the antique store—and they have been
upcycling vintage finds ever since. The Gers own Gather A
Vintage Market in Tucson, AZ, a monthly market. Simone has
taught writing and literature at the college level for many years.
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Those Were the Days!

Typewriters-The Age of
Mechanical Writing
by Jay Mark
Ask a youngster today to identify an IBM Selectric typewriter
and the answer you will probably get is “some sort of an old,
klunky computer keyboard?”
It is ironic that in just a
single generation what was
once considered one of the
great technological advances
of its time has become virtually
obsolete. The word “typewriter,”
especially coined for the new
innovation,
is
effectively
leaving our vocabulary. As with
many pioneering inventions,
the typewriter was more an
evolution than an aha moment
of discovery.
In fact more than 50
individuals
worldwide
are recognized as having
William Austen Burt’s 1829,
independently contributed to
what would eventually become primitive “Typograph” was the
a reliable, mechanical writing first American patent for what
machine. As they worked to about 60 years later would
perfect the typewriter, they also evolve into the typewriter. USPO
Continued on page 21...

PAYSON AND PINE

Rim Country’s Coolest Antique “Find”
1. MAIN STREET
MERCANTILE

216 W. Main St. 928-468-0526
A real antique store
in Payson’s first drugstore
Furniture, Western, Toys, Signs and More
Open Wed-Sat - More Days in Summer
Find us on facebook at:
MainStreetMercantilePayson

2. TYMELESS ANTIQUES
& TREASURES

3716 N. Prince/Hardscrabble Rd. in Pine
928-476-4618 • Browse 3,300 Sq. Ft. of
treasures from all eras. Our prices are worth
the drive! Find us on Facebook!
Open Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

3.

AUNTIE GAIL’S
COLLECTIBLES

3691 Hall Lane in Pine
First four way stop off Hardscrabble Rd
928-476-3009
Antiques, Dolls, Toys, Pictures,
Furniture, Glassware, Jewelry and many
other collectibles
Open 10-4 daily

4.
TYMELESS ANTIQUES
&
TREASURES TOO
4078 Hwy 87 & 4078 N. Hwy 87
in Pine
928-476-2219
Treasures from all eras. Our prices are
worth the drive! Find us on Facebook!
Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

PINE

4

3

2
Hardscrabble Rd.

Pin
e1
3M
ile
s

Forest Dr.

Now is the perfect time to Longhorn Rd
head north, enjoy the lovely
fall weather and celebrate
the holidays in the Rim
Country. Visit the great
shops in Payson & Pine,
hike the Mogollon Rim, visit
Tonto Natural Bridge State
Park, and more!

Highway 260

Wade St.
1
W. Main St

PAYSON

BEELINE HWY 87
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• The Marketplace on Cortez
117 N. Cortez - 928-445-1460
N. Cortez Street’s newest store located in the former
Pennington’s Bldg. Vintage, Retro, Primitive, Antique,
Shabby Chic, Industrial, Classic. Always buying!
Find us on facebook!
7 days a week - 10 - 5

• Prescott Downtown Antiques
131 N. Cortez • 928-830-1150
Unique items - ANTIQUE, ARCHITECTURAL, VINTAGE, PRIMITIVE
& AMERICANA. Jewelry, art, repurposing items, real barn wood,
crystal, porcelain, books, western items, furniture and much more. Buy
& Sell M-Th 10-5, F-Sun 10-6, often open later. Find us on Facebook

• Avalon Antiques
140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles. Great prices. Very
eclectic. Worth the walk across the street.

• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage mid century
furniture & other unique pieces from that era.

• Antiques Off The Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furniture-advertising-glassprimitives-older collectibles-tools-specializing in antique
toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.)
Always buying. Open 7 days a week.

• So Forth & What Not by Tatianna
212 N Cortez St • 928-771-1711 soforthandwhatnot.com
A Unique Retail Resale Shop With A Little Bit of Everything for the
Entire Family. You are cordially invited to stop by our Shop, where
you can “Remember the Past” and Enjoy the Present”. We Specialize in
Antiques, Boutique Items, Clothing, Furniture and Jewelry.

• Merchandise Mart Antique Mall
205 N. Cortez • 928-776-1728
N. AZ’s largest antique mall, over 15,000 sq. ft. Est. 1986.
Antiques, collectibles, furniture, and a whole lot more. Buy & Consign.
Watch & Clock Repair.
Daily 10-5. Sun 11-4. www.prescottantiquestores.com.

• Cross Creek Antiques
1125 W Gurley St • 928-776-0035
Fine American and European objects representing many styles.
Glass, pottery, porcelain, furniture, mirrors, bookends, lamps,
kitchen, Common to rare. Circa 1840-1970
Leaving before Christmas, enjoy excellent sales now!
Open Friday-Monday 11-5:30

• Granite Creek Antiques &
Bayberry’s Antique Dolls
218 N. Granite St. • 928-445-8559
4,000 sq. ft. of fine antique furniture, art, glass, pottery and
lots more! Plus Bayberry’s Antique Dolls has antique bisque,
composition, 1950’s dolls, bears, doll clothing and accessories.
Dealers Welcome! www.bayberrysantiquedolls.com
Tues-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4 Monday by chance

• Still Life Vintage
1533 Iron Springs Road • 928-848-6277
Farmhouse Chic, vintage home and garden decor, exquisite
permanent and dried florals.
Look for the historic train depot next to Iron Springs
Cafe.1533 Iron Springs Road
Fri & Sat 11-5 or by Appointment Find us on Facebook

• The Old Prescott Emporium
810 Valley Street • 818-304-4432
A shop like no other!
Trackers, motor & bicycles shiny to rusty. Vintage guitars
and LPs, old toys, fans and signs. Antique clocks &
furniture, Rustic Americana
Open Mon-Sat 10ish-5ish

• 5ive A Vintage Market
512 Sheldon • 928-899-6557
Contagious Style & Practical Luxury
Vintage Decor and furnishings, candles, chalk paint
powder, soaps, handmade jewelry and more!
New flagship store for CeCe Caldwell chalk paint!
Open Fri & Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4
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22nd St Mall, continued from page 10...
Several paranormal investigative groups have identified The
22nd Street Antique Mall as a site for ghostly activity so the
observation that, “You may not see Marley’s ghost, but you’ll
have a Dickens of a time shopping here” is very appropriate!
Scarizona, a book published by an Arizona paranormal
investigation team, includes a full chapter on the Mall. There
is a journal at the Mall that includes some 250+ entries in
which employees, customers and dealers describe “ghostly
experiences.”
The 22nd Street Antique Mall is located at 5302 E. 22nd
Street in Tucson. To learn more, visit their Facebook page or
call 520-514-5262.
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Typewriter, continued from page 21...
strived to come up with just the right term to describe their
inventions— “Ktypograph,” “Chirographer,” “Raphigraphe,”
“Clavier Imprimeur,” “Phonetic Writer,” Printing Machine,”

Dr. Samuel W. Francis’s 1857 “Printing Machine” patent used
actual piano keys to engage the type.
Smithsonian Institution

Tachigraph” and “Pterotype.”
None of the early devices much resembled what we recognize
today as a typewriter. In those initial designs we see the various
approaches inventors took trying to solve the complexity of
engineering mechanical writing.
William Austen Burt, granted a patent in 1829, is generally
acknowledged as the inventor of the first, but not necessarily
practical, mechanical writing machine. He called his innovation
a “typographer.” It was later described as looking “as much like
a meat block in a butcher shop as anything with which it can be
likened and was operated by a lever connected with a circular
frame which carried the type.”
Twenty-seven years later, New York physician Samuel W.
Francis’s 1857 “printing machine” looked more like a “literary
piano” with its 39 black and white keys. As a side note, the
prolific Dr. Francis is also the acknowledged inventor of the
Spork, a combination spoon and fork.
The 1868 patent issued to Christopher Latham Sholes, a
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, newspaper editor, for an instrument
he called a “Type-writer,” heralded the approach to a workable
machine even though on the surface it, too, didn’t bear much
resemblance to the modern typewriter. The patent was more
a “proof of concept” than a functional design that could be
manufactured and sold.
Although Sholes is credited with the initial idea, he enlisted
two others to help refine his device into a practical instrument.
So when the next typewriter patent was issued five years later in
1873, the names Carlos Glidden, an attorney, and Samuel Soule,
a civil engineer and draftsman, were added to Sholes’.
Some heralded the typewriter as the most significant
technological advancement in printing since Johannes Gutenberg
Continued on page 22...
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Typewriter, continued from page 20...
published the first copy of a bible printed with moveable type
in 1454-55.

Milwaukee newspaper editor Christopher Latham Sholes’ 1868
patent for a “type-writer,” led the way to the modern instrument. This
engraving shows Sholes with a later model.

To put their patent into production, the trio contracted E.
Remington & Sons of Ilion, New York, to manufacture the
complex machines. The noted armament maker was selected
because of its ability to produce precision machine parts and
assemble the device’s many critical components. So confident
were they of the salability of their invention that Sholes, Glidden
and Soules placed an initial order for an astounding 25,000 units.
They were not cheap. At $125, equivalent to about $2550
Continued on next page...
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Typewriter, continued from previous page...
today, the unfamiliar product was a hard sell. How do you
describe to an uninformed public “the successor to the pen”—a
device had never been previously seen or used?
With no standardization in the early years, it was difficult
to master the
complexities
of the variety
of
machines.
And then there
was
Sholes
most
detested
contribution
to
the typewriter—
the
QWERTY
keyboard. Many
early instruments
started out with
an alphabetical/
numerical layout.
Although not the oldest, quaint Blickensderfer
But
frequent typewriters introduced in 1893 are some of the
jamming
of most popular among collectors. The #9 illustrated
commonly used here dates to about 1909. Depending on model,
letters like “a” and Blickensderfers can range between $75 and $800.
“e” led Sholes to create a layout that separated the most used
letters. Hence the quirky QWERTY. Completely unintuitive,
it had to be memorized. Now, nearly a century-and-half later,
even though computers don’t have jamming issues, obviating
the need, Sholes’ greatest legacy is that we are still using his
keyboard arrangement.
It wasn’t until the 1880s that the typewriter transformed the
office and was working its way into the American home.
Continued on page 24...
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Typewriter, continued from page 23...
As the distance between the typewriter and computer grows,
interest and appreciation of these mechanical marvels is also
increasing. Typewriters from all eras are enjoying a renaissance
not only as Industrial Age marvels but also as decorative items.
And, like with old mechanical sewing machines and the fountain
pen, there are some who still enjoy the unique sound and tactile
nature of typewriters. A small cadre of writers still prefers the
typewriter to the word processor.
For collectors, typewriters abound in the market. Millions
were produced in the more than a century of their primary use.
A recent search of eBay showed hundreds of typewriters starting
at less than $20 and rising to more than $500 for the most rare
models.
Hint: Although they are becoming increasingly scarce, there
are still people who can repair and service typewriters. One of
the oldest businesses is Mesa Typewriter Exchange in Mesa. The
70-year-old firm is also a “mini-museum” of early mechanical
writing instruments.
A terrific book: There are many great books about the history
of the typewriter. One of the best was published in 1923 on the 50th
anniversary of the “first factory-built” machine. Acknowledging
how far typewriters had come, Typewriter Topics, an industry
trade publication, issued The Typewriter – An Illustrated
History in October 1923. It provided a condensed history of the
instrument and a comprehensive and highly illustrated listing of
all manufacturers. It still remains one of the best identification
guides to the plethora of typewriters. Fortunately, this scarce
edition was reprinted, with a new introduction by Victor M.
Linoff, by Dover Publications in 2000.
Virtually an antique himself, Jay Mark, a 44-year veteran
antiques business veteran owns Those Were The Days!, now an
online specialty bookstore. He also teaches, lectures frequently
and writes regularly about antiques. Reach him at jaymark@
twtdbooks.com.
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Giveaway Winner from
Sept-Oct Issue
Our giveaway winner from our last issue is Judy Halamicek
from Lake Havasu City. She will be sent the book, Insider’s
Guide to Estate Sales, by Barbara Pickett of Picket Fence
Productions.
We love to hear from our readers and customers about how
they enjoy The Antique Register and use it to hunt for great
finds. Watch for more giveaways coming in the New Year.
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BUYING!
OLD Bottles

Postcards, Old Documents &
Photographs
Contact:
Sam Michael 480-962-6523
PearceMerc@aol.com
Visit my Sales Booth at
Antique Trove
(Dealer #140)
Scottsdale Rd & McDowell
Scottsdale AZ 85257

Call
602-942-8950
Next deadline is

Dec. 1, 2016

Dealers can promote
their booths or the
shows they participate
in for $40.00.
Effectively and
affordably reach 20,000
interested potential
customers?

Nov-Dec 16

✦

Fountain Hills • Services ✦

29

30

✦

Cave Creek • Carefree ✦

Antique Appraisal Day
st

Saturday, January 21 , 2017
9:30am to 4:30pm

20

$

per item

Limit of two items per
person per session.
You may attend more
than one session.
Appraiser Sean Morton will examine your
treasures, discuss their origins, and assess
their value.
Mr. Morton is a member of the Antiques
Appraisal Association of America and has more
than 20 years experience in the fine arts and
antiques field.

(480) 488-2764.
www.CaveCreekMuseum.org
Cave Creek Museum • 6140 Skyline Drive • Cave Creek
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What Is V.S.A.D.A?
The members of the Valley of the Sun Antiques Dealers
Association (VSADA) would like to introduce themselves to
you! They are the longest established professional antiques
dealers’ association in Arizona, particularly within the greater
Phoenix area. VSADA members strive to deal fairly and honestly
within the trade and to always treat their valued customers with
honesty and candor. They believe that serving antiques and
collectibles lovers in a wholesale or retail environment should
always be performed with the satisfaction of the customer
foremost. The VSADA motto is “Pledged to Integrity.”
Over the years, VSADA has run several large antique shows,
has hosted many evaluation events and publishes 65,000 full
color mall and kiosk brochures annually. This is purely a nonprofit effort; the goal being both the education of the public in
the various phases of collecting antiques and the advancement
of VSADA as a professional organization.
The group publishes a directory of all current members’
businesses, which is available at every member’s shop or mall
and includes a map so that all member locations are easy to find.
The centerfold ad in this issue of The Antique Register also lists
the names and locations of VSADA members throughout the
Valley.
Monthly meetings are held on a rotating basis at members’
shops or homes for networking purposes and to learn from
one another. They help to instruct on success within the
trade, to plan for the future and to provide a foundation for
members to socialize and form a strong organizational bond.
Discussions include such topics as current trends or how to
promote businesses, both individually and as a group. Speakers
specializing in an area of collecting or a relevant topic often
share their knowledge. Frequently, someone will bring an item
and others will help identify and evaluate the “whatzit.” Guests
may be invited to attend. Best of all members enjoy a lot of
laughter, camaraderie and potluck dinners.
VSADA is a support system, an asset to the antiques and
collectibles community and reaps rewards for each member.
Qualified professionals who are enthusiastic about the future are
invited to join. To learn more, visit www.vsada.com.
The Antique Register supports VSADA in promoting the
exciting profession we all love! For membership information,
please contact any of the officers listed on the centerfold page
in this issue.

Pewter & Wood
Antiques
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, November 19th, 10am-4pm
Just back from New England with a wonderful
assortment of antiques!

NEXT OPEN HOUSE January 13 & 14th, 2017
Shop open most days by calling ahead:

602-677-5686

40417 N 64th Place • Cave Creek
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Valley of the Sun Antiq

A Guide to the member’s Antique Sho

• CHANDLER •

● 480-792-1919

1 ANTIQUES FOREVER

Inside Merchant Square, 1509 N Arizona Ave,
Chandler, 85225
2 MERCHANT SQUARE
●

480-792-1919
1509 N. Arizona Ave, Chandler 85225

• EAST MESA •
3 MAIN STREET ANTIQUE MALL
●

480-924-1122
7260 East Mesa St, Mesa, 85207, east of Power

• PHOENIX •
10 ANTIQUE GATHERINGS
●

3601 E. Indian School Rd, Phoenix, 85018
602-956-8203

11 ANTIQUES ON CENTRAL
●

602-264-4525
730 E Missouri, Phoenix, 85014

12 PICTURE THE PAST
●

602-253-5232
4812 N. 7th Avenue, Phoenix, 85013

13 THE COLLECTION
●
602-264-4525

Antiques on Central, 730 E Missouri, Phoenix, 85014

• MESA •
4 ANTIQUE PLAZA ANTIQUE MALL
●
Greg Farr

480-833-4844
114-120 West Main St., in downtown Mesa, 85201
5 BEYOND EXPRESSION ANTIQUES
●

480-854-7755
3817 E. McKellips Rd., Mesa, 85215

6 DOWNTOWN ANTIQUES
●

602-909-6195
Located in the Antique Plaza Annex
120 West Main St, Mesa, 85201

7 HISTORY BY GEORGE!
●
George Notarpole

480-898-3878
129 W. Main St, Mesa, 85201
8 THE GLASS URN ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
●
480-203-2285 or 602-524-1109

120 W. Main Street, Mesa, 85201
9 MICHELLE’S ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE
●

602-284-9064
10 N Macdonald St., Downtown Mesa, 85201

KACER ENTERPRISES
14
●
480-706-1864
Antiques on Central, 730 E Missouri, Phoenix, 85014
TREASUR4U

15
●
602-264-4525

Antiques on Central, 730 E Missouri, Phoenix, 85014
16 NOBLESSE-NOBLEZA
●
602-943-3859

Antiques on Central, 730 E Missouri, Phoenix, 85014
17 P. J. SNOOP COLLECTIQUES
●
602-264-4525

Antiques on Central, 730 E Missouri, Phoenix, 85014
18 PHOENIX LAMPS
●
602-955-5640

2225 E. Indian School Rd, Phoenix 85016

• SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT •
ANTIQUES ON CAMELBACK L.L.C
Stace Robbins
602-538-2253
Decorate Utilizing Antiques!
BRADBURY’S APPRAISALS
Statewide Service 480-947-2378

Nov-Dec 16
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ue Dealers Association
ps in the Metropolitan Phoenix Area
ENDLICH
Sales of Antique, Depression & Elegant Glass
602-840-1347

●

19 MATLOSZ & CO ANTIQUES

Buy-Sell-Trade-Repairs-Restorations
602-273-7974 or 602-376-8906 (Mobile)
2227 N. 24th St., Phoenix, 85008
SCOTT D. GRAM ART,
ANTIQUES, & APPRAISALS
602-705-2503

www.VSADA.com

Pledged to Integrity
LIFETIME HONORARY MEMBERS
Dorothy Flood. . . . . . . . . The Collection
Fran McClendon. . . . . . . . The Glass Urn
Kathy Harris. . . . . . . . . Antiques Forever
V.S.A.D.A. EXECUTIVE BOARD
President . . . . . . . . . . George Notarpole
Vice President . . . . . . . . . . Stace Robbins
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michelle Holz
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Greg Farr
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C&J’s
ANTIQUES & GARDEN
Furniture • Jewelry • Garden

Harvest & Holiday Vintage Market
Saturday 11/5 8:00am-3:00pm

40 North Gilbert Rd, Gilbert AZ

480-539-0401
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5
Find us at facebook.com/cjsantiquesandgarden
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Apache Junction’s Oldest & Largest Antique Mall

Over 80 Dealers
12,000 Sq ft of
Quality Antiques & Collectibles
Specializing in Advertising, Western, Coins, Jewelry,
Pottery, Glassware, Furniture, Toys,
And a Whole Lot More!

Open Daily
10:00-5:30

480-671-3566
300 W. Apache Trail, Ste 101 Apache Junction, AZ 85120
www.patternsofthepast.net

Always
Buying!
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• Phoenix • Scottsdale • Glendale ✦

NOW IN
CIRCULATION AT
ALL ADVERTISING
SHOPS
Call to speak with a
representative today
to make sure your
shop or event
gets included in our
December-January
issue!

Deadline for
December-January Issue is
November 1st
Contact us:
602-942-8950 888-942-8950
Now in our our 28th year
of publishing The Country Register!
Read The Country Register on-line at
www.countryregister.com/AZ
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Antique City Warehouse in Mesa
Will Have a Very Busy
November!
It’s going to be a very active November at Antique City
Warehouse in Mesa—from an Antique Appraisal Clinic to
their First Anniversary Celebration with storewide sales to Car
Shows and more!
From the opening day on November 20 of last year until
now, this trendy antique warehouse has been growing strong.
The many unique stores inside the large mall are proving to be
a great local attraction - from vintage to Mid-Century Modern
to late 1700s antiques. The large mall offers a great location,
merchandise and pricing with many uniquely decorated
vignettes to explore.
Wondering what that antique is worth? On Saturday,
November 12, an Appraisal Clinic is being held from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. At least three appraisers from the local PBS program
Arizona Collectibles will be present to examine and evaluate
your items: Corinne Cain, Fine Art and American Indian Arts;
Richard Murian, Books and Ephemera; and Kateri Weiss,
International Beadwork and Ethnographic Jewelry. Additional
appraisers will cover Antiques and Decorative Arts.
100% of your $20 per item donation benefits Furever
Friends Rescue, a 501(c)(3) Arizona animal rescue organization
designed to help reduce the number of intakes and euthanasia
in Maricopa and Pinal Counties by helping people with lifechanging circumstances find new homes for their beloved
pets. All of the appraisers are bona fide animal lovers who are
volunteering their time.
Coming up on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, November
19, 20 and 21, Antique City Warehouse will celebrate its First
Anniversary with 10 to 50% off various vendor booths.
On Saturday, November 19, Hot Summer Nights Car Show
will be held from 2 to 7 p.m. Activities will include sidewalk
sales from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., a parking lot sale from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. as well as storewide discounts, music, food and giveaways.
And when you’re ready for a break, head over to “Steam
Punk Brew” a funky and cool coffee shop inside the Warehouse
serving up all your favorite specialty coffees and teas, espresso,
pastries, snacks and more! Daily hours are from 10 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. plus it is open late during special events.
Located at 1300 South Country Club Drive in Mesa, Antique
City Warehouse is a trendy shopping experience in one of the
largest Phoenix Metro area malls with over 34,000 square feet. It
offers a wide array of Vintage, Antiques, Mid Century, Modern,
Repurposed, Salvage, Steampunk, Collectibles, Jewelry, and
Home & Garden.
To learn more, visit www.AntiqueCityWarehouse.com,
email info@antiquecitywarehouse.com or call 480-999-3322.
You’ll also find the Warehouse on Facebook, Instagram and
Google+.
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Highland Yard Vintage Is a New Monthly Home & Garden
Market Behind Merchant Square in Chandler
Highland Yard Vintage is a brand new Home And Garden
Market that is open four days a month in the warehouse behind
Merchant Square in Chandler! Each month, all year long, 6000
square feet will be filled for four days with incredible home and
garden décor featuring more than
35 of the very best designers,
pickers and makers!
The next market—’Tis The
Season—will be from November
10 to 13 and Highland Yard will
expand to include an open-air
market with an additional 20 plus
vendors offering mostly handmade
items. Hours are from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.
The market is located in a
completely
separate
building
behind (NOT inside) Merchant Square at 1509 N. Arizona Avenue.
Customers can park in the Merchant Square parking lot and walk
through the store or there is plenty of street parking on Highland
Street.
There is NO fee to shop the market—it’s Complimentary
Admission, Parking, in Store Design Consultation and Design
Demonstrations.
Highland Yard Vintage is a part of the Merchant Square/

American Way Market Café complex located on seven acres in
Chandler owned by Mike Moore. Jill Herman, owner of Junknlove,
is responsible for the operation of Highland Yard Vintage.
American Way Market Café with seating for 50 is on the property
along with a bakery each month inside
Highland Yard and through the fall
months there will be a variety of food
trucks.
The warehouse is cleared out each
month and Highland Yard Vintage
market starts over so you will find
brand new inventory every single
month styled to a theme. Upcoming
markets are Tis the Season, Nov 10
to 13, Winter Wonderland, December
8 to 11, and in 2017, January 12 to
15, February 9 to 12, March 9 to 12
and April 13 to 16 with themes to be
announced.
Highland Yard Vintage’s Mission is to develop and strengthen
relationships in the creative community through art and design,
to use their platform to create charitable opportunities for young
people in our community and provide a home for local vendors to
sell their wares. “We love being part of the Chandler community
and are grateful to each of our customers for their support.”
Find more information on Facebook, at www.
highlandyardvintage.com, by email at jill@junknlovedistrict.com
or call 480-287-1827.
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Fun & Easy Holiday Packaging
Using Annie Sloan Chalk Paint®
Here is a quick and fun holiday project for customizing your
own holiday packaging using Chalk Paint® from Green Table
Mercantile in Tempe.
Supplies:
Two of your favorite Chalk Paint® colors
(We chose Duck Egg & Old White)
Paint brush
Bubble wrap
Leaf and foil size
Silver foil
Pencil with round eraser
Your choice of wrapping paper, boxes and bags

This unique holiday packaging was created by painting
Chalk Paint® onto bubble wrap and simply stamping the gift
boxes and bags as shown in the picture. You can customize your
color to go with your décor. To add some glam to you packaging
you can make metallic dots with silver foil and some leaf and
foil size using the round eraser of a pencil as a stamp. Have fun
experimenting and make it your own with Annie Sloan!
Green Table Merchantile opened in 2011 and, within
weeks of opening, owner Patty Brees added Chalk Paint®
Continued on page 50...
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Antique Gatherings Has Offerings
for Every Taste & Budget

Holiday Packaging, continued from page 46...
Decorative Paint by Annie Sloan to her shop—a decision that
revolutionized her business.
Green Table Mercantile is located at 1840 E. Warner Road,
Suite #131, in Tempe, on the border of Chandler and South
Tempe. Seasonally, Green Table Mercantile hosts between 30
to 60 artists and local vintage curators. For more information,
call 480-855-5620, email greentablegifts@gmail.com or visit
www.greentablemerchantile.com. You will also find the shop on
Facebook, Instagram and Pinterest.

Antique Gatherings in the Arcadia area of Phoenix is set apart
from most antique malls by an amazing variety of sixty unique
dealers displaying a wonderful selection of merchandise in 18,000
square feet of showroom. The store offers true period antiques,
beautiful jewelry, porcelain and glassware, industrial and mid
century modern accessories and furniture, art, folk art, Americana,
Native American, western, military, decorative accessories as well
as many other Antique, Vintage and Collectible items. The list goes
on and on with new merchandise arriving daily to suit every taste
and budget!
Located for 24 years at 3601 E. Indian School Road in Gaslight
Square, Antique Gatherings has been owned by Amanda Wilson
since Fall 2013. She had been a dealer there since 2003 so was
very familiar with the store and thought it would be a great career
move when she bought it from the previous owner who was
retiring. Amanda says it’s been an exciting challenge that she
has thoroughly enjoyed! An antique dealer for 24 years, Amanda
started in Ft Myers, FL, when she and her mom opened a store
together and she’s loved it ever since.
Amanda’s goals are to keep Antique Gatherings one of the
best antique malls in Phoenix! She plans to continue coming up
with special fun events throughout the year to make sure the store is
interesting and enjoyable for its customers. She says, “I was given
such a great opportunity and I want to keep not only our customers
happy but the dealers who make it the very special store that it is.”
November is going to be a busy month at Antique Gatherings.
The highly anticipated semi-annual parking lot sale will be held on
Sunday, November 6. Plus there will be an Open House to celebrate
three years of Amanda’s ownership that will include refreshments
and special deals. More details will come soon for the Open House.
Amanda says, “I have a great staff who is always there to help
and spend quality time with our customers! Carol Robinson has
been with the store since Day 1 going back to August 1992. She
runs our front desk, is a dealer herself specializing in beautiful
glassware and I don’t know what we’d do without her. Carolyn
Valdez has been here as a dealer since 1996 and started working
part time at the front desk in 2004. She brings such a positive and
fun spirit to the store as well as fabulous new finds every week and
people come to buy from her constantly. With her sweet personality
and amazing ability to work with our customers, Elaine Deveraux,
who started working about a year ago, is a wonderful new addition
to the staff. “
The antique business has changed a lot over the years, mainly
due to the Internet, according to Amanda. She says, “Things
that were once sought out in shops are now available online for
purchase although many people still prefer shopping and buying
things in a store. We’ve always been special thanks to the previous
owner Pru Colo. Since I’ve taken over, I’ve just tried to put my
own spin on things and I think Antique Gatherings has grown in
many ways as far as the unique selection we offer.”
Amanda adds, “I’d love to invite people who have never been
our store to come check us out! We offer every period, style and
price point to cater to the beginner collector all the way up to
the more advanced collector. We appeal to the young couple just
starting out and looking for pieces for their first home as well as
to the collector of fine Sheffield 18th century silver! At Antique
Gatherings we value every customer who comes through the
door!”
Look for Antique Gatherings on Facebook and Instagram, go
to www.antiquegatherings.com, email info@antiquegatherings.
com or call 602-956-8203.
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Camelback Marketplace in Phoenix
Is Now Open Under New Ownership
✦

Camelback Marketplace, 835 E. Camelback Road in
Central Phoenix, is under the new ownership of George and
Kari Humrich, former dealers in the mall, who are very excited
about taking on the amazing business. Their goal, along with
their 25 dealers, is to provide an environment that helps clients
acquire beautiful items for their homes or workplaces and also
to be a destination for the professional design community.

Located in the heart of Phoenix, Camelback Marketplace
is a uniquely inviting space with more than 5000 square feet that
are open, light and airy. There is also an additional upper floor
“mezzanine,” which will be used for future events. The main
“garden” entrance is at the rear of the building where visitors
will find ample shaded parking.

55

by Nancy Williams
George and Kari feel they have incredible dealers whom they
enjoy as one big family and who help implement their elegantly
simple business idea: Open a fine furnishings collective where
patrons can find all the unique curated special items that help
make a house a home. The dealers have their own styles and
expertise and offer high-end collections that include vintage and
antique lighting and furnishings, rugs, silver, paintings, jewelry
and sculpture—and much more. At Camelback Marketplace,
you will find specialists in mid century modern, rustic and
shabby chic, International quality and American antiques.
The Humriches bring a diverse background to the store. Kari
was raised in an environment that appreciated and promoted the
decorative arts and George was a successful custom homebuilder.
Having been successful in business, they are refocusing their
talents and aptitudes to establish one of the premier stores of its
kind in Phoenix.
George and Kari believe that art and antiques are
“contagious” activities and they are in the shop daily dedicated
to personally working with clients to help them meet their
acquisition needs. Theirs is truly a family owned and operated
business, particularly since they agree that their three-year-old
son Timothy, who is often in the shop with his parents, is one of
their best sales associates!
Plans for Camelback Marketplace include offering
regularly scheduled fun events such as parking lot sales as
Continued on page 59...
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Rinker on Collectibles

Fading Technology: Is It
Worth Saving?
by Harry L. Rinker
A July 26, 2016, blog entitled “Goodbye, VHS: A Visual
Ode to a Disappearing Format” by John Brownlee appeared on
a number of Internet websites. The blog was accompanied by a
pictorial history of VHS tapes in their period sleeves. Brownlee
explained that video as a physical medium is experiencing its
death knell. After a life of nearly 40 years, the last VHR/VHS
manufacturer is ceasing operations. The golden age of the VHS
tape is over. [https://www.fastcodesign.com/3062172/goodbyevhs-a-visual-history-of-1980s-bootlegging]
From the 1980s into the early 2000s, the VHS tape recorded
hours of family memories, popularized inexpensive versions of
concerts, educational programming and movies, and allowed
the pirating of copyright material for home use and a little side
larceny. The VHS format was less than ideal. It is not a longterm preservation format. Its quality fades over time. VHS tapes
survive in numbers impossible to quantify. The number is in
the billions. Although most of these tapes are not worth saving,
what about the examples that are? Who is going to do it?
How to preserve the information on VHS tapes is one of my
dilemmas. I have more than 100 VHS tapes of my television
appearances on programs including Good Morning America,
Oprah, Martha Stewart, Today, and Wall Street Week with Louis
Rukeyser. Two of my Oprah appearances occurred when she
was a co-anchor on WJZ-TV in Baltimore, MD. My collection
of individual episodes of HGTV’s Collector Inspector (20032006), which I hosted, is on VHS tapes. Years ago, I bought a
deck that allowed me to copy VHS tapes to disks. Have I done
it? No. Do I still intend to? Yes. When? Your guess is as good
as mine.
Historically, obsolete technology worked its way into
attics and basements. From 1946 to fall 1948, I played in my
grandparents William F. D. and Elsie Knoble Prosser’s attic
located at 717 High Street, Bethlehem, PA. My father Paul
worked at Bethlehem Steel’s Sparrows Point Shipyard during
World War II. When the war ended, my parents moved back to
Bethlehem from Dundalk, MD. We lived with my grandparents
during my kindergarten and first grade years, finally moving to
Hellertown, PA, in October 1948.
While I cannot claim the Prosser family attic is responsible
for my becoming a collector, it played a role in my love of
stuff. There was plenty of old technology in the Prosser attic
including several tube radios, box cameras, an early typewriter
and a phonograph. The treadle sewing machine was housed in
the room at the top of the stairs. Grandma Prosser still used it.
Our family residence at 50 West Depot Street in Hellertown
did not have an attic. None of my residences since High Street
had an attic, something I just realized and nostalgically regret.
There were basements, albeit in one case I had to be satisfied
with a crawl space. Although a hindrance in terms of saving
things, I managed to save more than my fair share.
Obsolete technology is difficult to discard. Although it
usefulness subsides, its memories do not. Initially, saving is
based upon the concept that if the new product malfunctions,
the old product can substitute until the new product is repaired.
This was a viable argument for products of industrial age
technology, such as typewriters and radios. It has no validity for
technological products from the digital age.
Continued on next page...
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Rinker, continued from previous page...
In preparation for this column, I made a list of some of the
obsolete technology I still own. The list includes: my father’s
Kodak No. 2A bellows camera in its period box that I remember
using, the Dietz slide rule in its leather case that I acquired as a
Lehigh freshman in September 1963, an early pocket calculator,
a JVC cassette tape deck and two obsolete computers. My HiFi/Stereo equipment survives and is set up at Linda’s and my
Altamonte Springs, FL, condo.
Technology nostalgia is a funny thing. Memory focuses
more on how the technology impacts one’s life than on the
objects themselves. When I learned to ten-finger type between
my Junior and Senior years in high school, my parents bought
me a Smith Corona portable typewriter. It was like moving up
to Cadillac status after working with my parents’ 1930s old
Remington portable. During graduate school, I acquired a Smith
Corona Automatic 12, an electric typewriter. Memory has a
mysterious component. I remember moving it several times, yet
I cannot remember when it disappeared from my possession.
When my father acquired a Kodak Retina 35mm camera
in the 1950s, life changed. Instead of black and white prints,
family memories and other information was saved on 2 x 2,
35mm slides. From the 1950s through the mid-2000s, Kodak
Kodachrome and Professional A film and Kodak Carousel
projectors played a key role in my personal and professional
life. Upwards of 100 rolls of 35mm film a year were sent for
processing. I still use my Carousel projects, knowing full well
that “resistance is futile” and that I need to convert the slides
to digital images within the next year. This is in addition to the
over 40 projection trays filled with personal 2 x 2 slides.
[Author’s Aside: I have a dilemma regarding the correct
time and medium to which to convert my VHS and 35mm
Continued on page 63...

Camelback Marketplace, continued from page 55...
well as fundraisers to benefit local charities. The upcoming
“Secrets in the Attic” is a three-day sale that will be held in the
upper floor area at the end of November with dealers offering
great pricing on wonderful merchandise. Refreshments will be
served. Also in November is a Silent Auction charity fundraiser
where bidders can find special items being auctioned off at the
dealers’ spaces.
Stop by Camelback Marketplace and wish George and
Kari much success in their new venture—and be sure to say
hi to Timothy! The store is located at the southeast corner
of 8th Place and Camelback Road. Discover more at http://
camelbackmarketplace.com/ and on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest
or Instagram. You can also email camelbackmarketplace@
gmail.com or call 602-274-0386.
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Rinker, continued from page 59...
slides. I want to do it once. If I do it now, what assurances do
I have that the digital technology I use will be viable 25 to 50
years in the future? Discussion already is underway regarding
the future obsolescence of the compact disk and DVD. I have no
trust in the longevity of the Cloud, especially given the potential
of “electronic” warfare. I belong to the “hard copy” generation,
the generation who wants to hold, touch, see and understand the
objects in which its future is preserved.]
Technology products of the digital age—as opposed to
technology products of the industrial age—have no longevity.
Obsolescence is assumed. When my Samsung Galaxy 4
Android phone no longer accepted a charge, I took it to a repair
shop. The fix worked for about a month. Finally, I purchased a
used Samsung Galaxy 5 Android phone. It has more bells and
whistles than I ever will use. Today, it is not about what the
average customer wants but what the manufacturer insists he/she
needs. I am glad I did not upgrade to a Galaxy 7 Android phone.
These are being recalled because some batteries overheated. It
is such instances that confirm my assumption that if God exits,
he is secretly a Luddite.
If second generation Baby Boomers and Generations X, Y
and Z had attics, what obsolete technology would they contain?
The potential list is a long one and includes: 1) a wide range
of non-digital cameras from Polaroids to Instamatics to early
inexpensive digital models; 2) telephones ranging from Princess
phones to early mobile devices (early mobile phones resembled
walkie-talkies); 3) varieties of video games from Pong and Atari
to early versions of the Sony PlayStation and Microsoft Xbox;
4) pocket calculators; 5) electronic office equipment, especially
adding machines; 6) early computer equipment including
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printers and other support material [I still anguish over my
decision to allow Kevin Smith to auction my early Zenith
portables—I should have kept one]; 7) VHS, Beta, cassette and
a wealth of other recording equipment; 8) the last typewriters,
especially the IBM Selectric; 8) phonographs that played 33 1/3
rpm, 45 rpm and 78 rpm records and early CD players; 9) radios
from the transistor era to early Bose; and 10) tube television
sets. The list is far from inclusive.
The first question that arises is who will be capable of
repairing and maintaining this material in 25 years? The answer
is a limited number of collector enthusiasts and no one else.
Those who do not believe this assertion should try to find a
modern day jeweler who can clean and repair a pocket watch.
The second question, the more critical of the two, is whether
there is any reason to save any of this obsolete technology and,
if yes, whose responsibility is it? Do not expect collectors to
step forward. The stuff is bulky, takes up a great deal of space
and has little to no secondary market resale value. The burden
falls on historical institutions and museums. In this instance, the
survival of a few examples is more than sufficient.It pains me
to suggest that tossing makes more sense than saving. Obsolete
technology is a questionable collectible. If not junk now, it
will be. Understanding that it is impossible to save everything,
obsolete technology continues to remain at the bottom of my
“must save” list.
You can listen and participate in Whatcha Got?, Harry
Rinker’s antiques and collectibles radio call-in show, on Sunday
mornings between 8 and 10 a.m. Eastern Time. If you cannot
find it on a station in your area, Whatcha Got? streams live on
the Internet at www.gcnlive.com. Copyright © Harry L. Rinker,
LLC 2016
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