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Yarnell - One Year Later
by Barb Stillman
It’s hard to believe that it has been nearly one year since
the Yarnell Hill Fire was started by a lightning strike on June
28, 2013. The deadly fire took the lives of nineteen brave
Granite Mountain Hot Shots and destroyed 127 homes in the
unincorporated communities of Yarnell and Peeples Valley.
A Memorial Service is planned for Sunday, June 29, at 1
p.m. at Shrine Drive and Highway 89—the site of the Yarnell
Fire Memorial Park. There will be an artistic interpretation of
the 2013 events to remember the firefighters. On Monday, June
30, there will be a silent vigil at 4 p.m. for the families and the
people of Yarnell. The public is welcome at both services.
Local townspeople reacted to the fire by immediately
organizing to make sure that their neighbors were safe and
taken care of. Through these volunteer efforts, residents began
rebuilding and restoring their homes and lives.
This includes the Yarnell Hill Fire Memorial Park, which is
a project of the Yarnell Hill Recovery Group and the Yarnell
Community. The Frank Lloyd Wright School of Architecture is
helping with the landscape design. Several fund raising events
have been organized to help with the building costs. Bricks
being used in the Park are available for individual purchase and
proceeds will support the building fund. For information, go to
www.yarnellhillrecoverygroup.org, visit Yarnell Hill Recovery
Group on Facebook, email info@yarnellhillrecoverygroup.org
or call Chuck Tidey at 928-273-6623.

Shops, Restaurants Open for Business
Although the fire came close to businesses along Highway 89,
it did not destroy those buildings. During the two weeks that people
were not allowed into their town, business owners weren’t sure
what they’d find and were quite relieved to see that their businesses
were intact. Loss of income made it hard for some, but losing an
entire business and livelihood would have been devastating.
Because I’ve become friends with shop owners in the area,
I wanted to know how the folks in Yarnell were doing now so I
decided to go and see for myself. It helped that I had been promised
12 to 15 degree cooler temperatures—on a day when Phoenix
was 105 degrees—and I was not disappointed! A nice breeze was
blowing, making it very
pleasant going in and out
of the shops along the
main street.
My first stop was at
Days of Vintage near
the far end of town. This
store has a huge yard full
of architectural salvage,
signage, wooden doors,
wagon wheels and
lots of rustic pieces. Inside the store there is an eclectic array of
furniture, collectibles, books, maps, knickknacks, jewelry and
more. Exploring these treasures at Days of Vintage is lots of fun so
allow yourself plenty of time.
Owner Mike Thomas opened his store in May 2013; before
that he was a dealer at Merchant Square in Chandler. Plans are
in the works for a new store, Route 89 Road Relics, to open soon
in Yarnell so watch for the announcement in a future issue of The
Antique Register.
Mike started offering Antique Swap Meets in May and there
are two more scheduled for this summer—Saturday, July 5, and
Saturday, August 30. There will be 20 to 25 vintage and antique
vendors with hours from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Then, starting
Continued on page 4...
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Yarnell, continued from page 3...
at about 4 p.m., there will be a Barbeque and a band. For more
information about the Swap Meets, call Mike at 480-363-4920 or
the store at 928-427-0018. Days of Vintage is located at 22020 S.
State Route 89 and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, visit their website at www.daysofvintage.com or on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/DaysOfVintage.
Next I visited two side-by-side shops on Route 89—Arizona
Gypsy Boutique and Painted Lizard. Colorful hollyhocks growing
out front make these shops easy to find. Also out front—as well
as around town—are wooden turkey vultures that businesses
and individuals have purchased from the Chamber of Commerce
to paint, dress up and display. The vultures have long been the
unofficial mascot of Yarnell and an annual Buzzard Bash celebrates
the vultures’ return each year in May. The Yarnell Hill Recovery
Group created an image for the rebuilding of Yarnell using the
vulture rising like a Phoenix from the flames.
I ended my exploration at Yarnell Emporium with owner
Ed Williams who welcomed me and showed me around. Bright
colors and fun whimsical yard art in the front courtyard make the
Emporium’s two buildings stand out. Each one is full of antiques,
Continued on page 8...
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 Prescott 

• Cross Creek Antiques

• Pennington’s Antiques & Décor
117 N. Cortez • 928-445-3748
Vintage, Antiques, Indoors & Out Collectibles.
Furniture • Folk Art • Toys • Coins • Records
Books • Primitives • Old Tools • Ceramics
Vintage Jewelry • Glass & Tableware
Always buying • Daily 10-5

• Avalon Antiques
140 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Unique & fun antiques and collectibles.
Great prices. Very eclectic. Worth the
walk across the street.

• Mid-Century-Madness
140 1/2 N. Cortez • 928-778-0481
Mid-Century Madness offers quality vintage
mid century furniture & other unique pieces
from that era.

7

• Antiques
Off The Square
145 N. Cortez • 928-778-1040
Quality antiques of all kinds. Furnitureadvertising-glass-primitives-older
collectibles-tools-specializing in antique
toys (cast iron, pressed steel etc.)
Always buying.
Open 7 days a week.

• Merchandise Mart
Antique Mall
205 N. Cortez • 928-776-1728
N. AZ’s largest antique mall, over 15,000 sq. ft.
Est. 1986. Antiques, collectibles, furniture, and
a whole lot more. Buy & Consign.
Daily 10-5. Sun 11-4.
www.prescottantiquestores.com.

1125 W Gurley St • 928-776-0035
Fine American and European objects
representing many styles. Glass, pottery,
porcelain, furniture, mirrors, bookends, lamps,
kitchen, Common to rare. Circa 1840-1970
Call for hours.

• Granite Creek Antiques &
Bayberry’s Antique Dolls
218 N. Granite St. • 928-445-8559
4,000 sq. ft. of fine antique furniture,
art, glass, pottery and lots more! Plus
Bayberry’s Antique Dolls has antique
bisque, composition, 1950’s dolls, bears, doll
clothing and accessories. Dealers Welcome!
Mon-Fri 11-5, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4
www.bayberrysantiquedolls.com
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Yarnell, continued from page 4...
home décor, clothing, gift items and furniture. And there is a new
Garden Store.
Located on the upper level is the Bunkhouse Getaway—the
perfect place to get away from everything and enjoy a leisurely yet
luxurious overnight,
weekend or longer
escape. With a
western
décor,
this one bedroom
apartment is not
rustic but has all the
modern comforts of
home—king-sized
bed, full screen
TV, Internet and
a complete kitchen with upgraded appliances. For information
or reservations, call Ed at 928-427-9593 or go to www.
yarnellbunkhouse.com.
Open for seven years, Yarnell Emporium is located at 22749
S Highway 89 and is open daily. Ed says he really enjoys not
only the Yarnell location, but also the friends he has made in this
small friendly community. Visit www.yarnellemporium.com or
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/yarnellemporium for more
information.
Stop by to explore the shops and yard art or call ahead and stay
at the Bunkhouse to spend a couple of days discovering Yarnell’s
fun and unique shops along Highway 89. When you get hungry, the
shop owners are happy to direct you to one of the local restaurants
in town or in nearby Peeples Valley.
Yarnell is a short drive from Prescott or Phoenix on Highway
89. With many shops to explore and cooler temperatures, it is a fun
excursion.
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The Antique Cottage
We buy and sell Antiques & Collectibles

Antiques &
Collectibles
WE ARE OPEN
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

We do layaways, special holiday sales
and of course, “friendliness and caring
for our customers” is our motto...
4596 Hwy 95
Fort Mohave, Arizona 86426

928-763-5242
Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 4:30 • Sunday 12 - 5
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Exploring Arizona

Visiting the Cool Rim Country

by Barb Stillman
My sister Phyllis and I headed to the cool temperatures of the
Rim Country recently to check out Garden Walk 2014, which is
presented by the Rim Area Garden Club each May. This was our
second sisters’ excursion and I was excited about showing one of
my favorite areas of Arizona to my sister. We have such a great
time that we’re looking forward to exploring more interesting
events, shops and locations around this beautiful state.
The lovely weather added to a very pleasant day and our
six-garden tour included two gardens each in Payson, Pine and
Strawberry. We enjoyed unique and inspiring displays ranging
from backyard gardens in residential neighborhoods to rural
settings in the mountains. There was even a mini-ranch complete
with horses, rescue dogs and an organic vegetable garden.
We saw fun yard art using antique and vintage pieces, relaxed
in a serene Japanese garden set in the tall pines, learned practical
tips for planting a raised garden, and discovered hundreds of
plant species all well marked along each garden’s paths. It was
very helpful talking with the master gardeners who were onsite
and we took lots of pictures as reminders of each garden. We’re
already planning to head back for the May 2015 Garden Walk!
After the tour it was time for lunch so we headed to HB’s
Place in Pine. The restaurant site has been in the Patterson
family for five generations, and our waitress McKenzee, a
family member, related some of its rich history. Built in the
late 1800s, the original structure housed E. C. Fuller General
Merchandise. Several Patterson generations were raised on the
property over the years, and in 1955-56, the current building
Continued on page 12...
Enjoy a day of Antiquing in
Payson, Arizona . . .Explore

Granny’s Attic
Over 7,000 Sq. Ft. of Quality Antiques
Collectibles • Furniture • Jewelry • Home Decor & Garden Items
“Best of the Rim Country” 14 years

Check out our new website!
www.grannysatticantiques.com
Come visit our Outback for outdoor decor, funiture
and much, much more. Also looking for quality dealers.

Old Merchandise Arrives Daily!

STOREWIDE SALE JULY 4th – 6th

For Sale

Business and Building
Contact for more information
800 E. Hwy. 260, Payson, AZ 85541
(928) 474-3962
Hours: Open 7 days, 10-5
grannysatticantiques@gmail.com
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PAYSON AND PINE
Rim Country’s Coolest Antique “Find”
1. MAIN STREET
MERCANTILE

216 W. Main St. 928-468-0526
Antiques, Smalls & Furniture in Payson’s
firstdrugstore.Cowboy,IndianStuff,Toys,
Advertising Signs.
A Real Arizona Experience
Open Wed-Sat • Other days by chance

PINE
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2. BOOTLEG ALLEY

ANTIQUES & ART
520 W. Main St. • 928-472-4323
Located in Payson’s Historic District.
Fine Art, Mid-Century Modern, Antiques,
Collectibles, Cowboy Boots, Golf &
Boutique Fashion
Fri-Mon 11-5, or by appointment

3.

4
Highway 260

Longhorn Rd

3
Frontier St.
2

1
W. Main St

ONCE UPON A TIME

PAYSON

ANTIQUES
512 S Beeline Hwy, Ste. #5

BEELINE HWY 87

New Address, Bigger Shop
928-970-0058
Antiques, Vintage & Quality Thrift Items.
32 years in the business
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5, Closed Mon

4. GRANNY’S ATTIC

MULTI-DEALER ANTIQUE MALL
Voted Best of Payson 14 years.
Over 7,000 Sq. Ft. of Quality Antiques,
Collectibles, Furniture, Jewelry,
Home Decor & Garden items
800 E. Hwy 260 928-474-3962
Open 7 days a week! 10-5

5. GINGERBREAD HOUSE

3936 N Hwy 87 in Pine 928-476-3703
InvisibleChinaandPorcelainRestoration.
Specializing in Art Pottery, Hummels,
Vintage picture frames and more.
Vist our Old Fashioned Soda Fountain
foricecream,20%butterfat,cones,malts,
shakes & simple lunches.

6. TYMELESS ANTIQUES
& TREASURES

3716 N. Prince/Hardscrabble Rd. in Pine
928-476-4618 • Browse 3,300 Sq. Ft. of
treasuresfromalleras.Ourpricesareworth
the drive! Find us on Facebook!
www.tymelessantiques.com
Open Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

Great Shops to Explore . . .
. . . and only 70 minutes north of Scottsdale
7. MOOSE MOUNTAIN
GIFTS & ANTIQUES

6264 Hardscrabble Rd. in Pine
928-476-3044
We have something for everyone!
3,000 sq ft of Gifts, Cabin & Country
Accents,Antiques&TreasuresfromthePast!
Open 7 Days a Week.

8. AUNTIE GAIL’S

COLLECTIBLES

3691 Hall Lane in Pine
FirstfourwaystopoffHardscrabbleRd
928-476-3009
Antiques, Dolls, Toys, Pictures,
Furniture,Glassware,Jewelryandmany
other collectibles
Open 10-4 daily

9. VISIONS SPEAKING ROCK
SHOP & EMPORIUM

3972 N. Highway 87 in Pine
Antiques, Collectibles, Rocks, Minerals,
Jewelry, Incense, and much more!
Hours: 10-4 daily
Follow us on Facebook
www.visions-speaking.com

10. PINE COUNTRY

ANTIQUES & VINTAGE

4078 Hwy 87 in Pine
928-476-2219
AntiqueFurniture,VintageKitchen,Nostalgia,
Toys, Jewelry, Gifts and Cards. Enjoy aTreat
from our Vintage Candy Counter!
M-F 10:30-4:30, Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4

Now is the perfect time to head north, experience the
cool temps of Rim Country. Visit the great shops in
Payson & Pine, hike the Mogollon Rim, visit Tonto
Natural Bridge State Park, and more!
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Cool Rim Country, continued from page 10...
was constructed to house a café, service station and the post
office with Grandma Celeste Patterson as Post Mistress for 17
years. At one time, the Pine-Strawberry School even held some
classes there. In 2006, HB’s Place opened, fulfilling a dream of
Harold “HB” and Marilyn Patterson. HB passed away in 2007,
but family members still offer delicious home-cooked food
including their popular home made pies. HB’s Place is at 3854
N. Highway 87 and is open Monday to Saturday. Call 928-4764475 for information.
After lunch, we stopped in at Coach House Antiques &
Boutique to see owners
Charlotte and Manny Cantu
and check out their shop,
which they opened in October
2012. Before locating in the
heart of Pine, the Cantus
owned a shop in Pinetop
called
White
Mountain
Cottage, but they wanted to
be closer to their children and
grandchildren in Phoenix.
Coach House is a special
shop with a wide variety of
unique items from boutique
merchandise to antiques and
vintage items. The boutique
includes clothing, jewelry,
home décor plus an infant’s
section with new and antique
merchandise. One room is full of kitchen items, such as
kitchenware, décor, linens and furniture. Another room is the
“man cave” with western, sporting gear and hand tools.
The inventory constantly changes so you can find something
special whether you are looking for a gift item, a new outfit or
that one-of-a-kind piece that you just can’t live without.
After browsing inside, we headed out through the back
patio to the barn and discovered a fascinating eclectic mix of
old signage, yard art, tools, milk cans, appliances, furniture and
more. The Cantus have plans to increase the barn area and make
room for vendors and possibly entertainment.
Coach House Antiques & Boutique is a fun place to explore
and you’re sure to discover a treasure or two. Located at 3824
N Highway 87, the
store is open Monday
to Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on
Sunday from 12 Noon
to 4 p.m. Check out
their website www.
coachantiques.com or
call 928-476-3641.
Each time I visit
the Rim Country I
learn more about its
interesting history so,
when you head to this delightful locale, take time to explore.
Plan to attend the 3rd Annual Fall Apple Festival Antique
Show on October 11 and 12 at the Pine-Strawberry Cultural
Hall, 3886 N. Highway 87 in Pine.
We’ve made it easier for you to find some of the best places
to shop with our guide on pages 11; plus there’s a list of coming
events on this page. Each of our advertising shops is unique with
its own story to tell—go and enjoy! And please tell them that
The Antique Register sent you.
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Mom & Pop Shop since 1967

AntiqueOutpost

New Time’s Best of 2006
Buy • Sell • Jewelry • Glass • Bottles • China • Pictures
Western Decoratives • 200,000 Postcards call ahead with wants
10012 N. Cave Creek Rd. Phoenix, AZ • 602-943-9594
1 Mile N. of Dunlap - Sunnyslope Area • Tues-Sat 10-5

11649 N. Cave Creek Rd.
Phoenix, AZ
The shops on Cave Creek are the
Premiere Phoenix location to find
unique, vintage, antique
and repurposed items.
Stop in and see for yourself!

The Antique Register
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Shopping at 28th St. & Bell

 Phoenix 
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Just
Arrived!

HOME & GARDEN
Antiques, Furniture, Decor,
Architectural Salvage
from Around the World
and Great Gifts
Best of New Times and
Best of Phoenix Magazine

4501 N. 7th Avenue
In the Melrose District
Phoenix, AZ

602-279-1443
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 Phoenix 

Giveaway Winner
The giveaway winner from our last issue is Andi Freed from
Scottsdale. Andi will receive Sue Nightingale’s book, Decades
of Hats 1900s to the 1970s, published by Schiffer Publishing,
Ltd.
We love to hear from our readers about how they enjoy
The Antique Register and use it to hunt for great finds. There is
another giveaway in this issue, so when you enter, tell us about
your favorite advertiser.
We are grateful to all the authors and publishers who provide
the books for our drawings throughout the years.
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NOW IN CIRCULATION AT
ALL ADVERTISING SHOPS

OZZIE’S
F U R N I S H I N G S

Read The Country Register on-line at
www.countryregister.com/AZ

A unique boutique-style shopping experience.

Summertime Fun Issue!

Now in our 26th year
of publishing
The Country Register!
Call to speak with a
representative today
to make sure your
shop or event gets
included in our
Antiques, Vintage &
Collectables
issue!

Deadline for August-September Issue
is July 1st
602-942-8950 or 888-942-8950

St. Vincent de Paul

Fashionable Philanthropy
3927 E. Indian School Rd. Phoenix, AZ 85018
602.955.1460 • Fax 602.955.1492

23

24

 Scottsdale • Tempe 

The Antique Register

Book Giveaway

Beautifully Illustrated
Guide Gives History,
Details of the VW Bus
The VW Bus, History of a Passion by Jörg Hajt is a beautifully
illustrated guide for anyone who has a love for the Volkswagen
Bus and is interested in
the restoration of these
vehicles. The VW Bus
offers a comprehensive
history of the brand
with nearly 200 photos
documenting the wide
range of Transporters
as well as construction,
technical details and
important buying tips.
With
the
introduction of the
first small Transporter
by
Volkswagen
in
November 1949, history
was made. Like no other
light utility vehicle
before, the varietyrich space-saver from
Wolfsburg has influenced the development of a new generation
of functional, multipurpose minibuses. The Volkswagen Bus
Continued on page 26...

July-August 14

 Scottsdale 

25

 Dealing with Dealers 

26

The Antique Register

Dealing With The Dealers
BUYING!
OLD Bottles

Postcards, Old Documents &
Photographs
Contact:
Sam Michael 480-962-6523
PearceMerc@aol.com
Visit my Sales Booth at
Antique Trove
(Dealer #140)
Scottsdale Rd & McDowell
Scottsdale AZ 85257

TUCSON
Jewelry, Furniture,
Sterling, Antique Dolls & Toys
Quilts, Linens, Hummels
Dinner Sets, Art Deco,
Doll house furniture,
Depression Glass, Fenton,
Llardos, Books, Advertising,
Movie props, Coke, Lamps
& Man Stuff

Christine’s & Elegant Junque Shop
4932 & 4940 E. Speedway • Tucson, AZ
520-881-8181 • 520-323-0018
Browsers Welcome • Mon-Sat 10-5:30

A Deal For Dealers
Now dealers can promote their booths
or the shows they participate in for
$20.00 per month ($40 for each bimonthly publication of The Antique
Register) Don’t depend on general
shop ads to direct shoppers to your
wares. You are in business for yourself.
How else can you so effectively and
affordably reach 20,000 interested
potential customers?

Mariamne Designs

Now Showing at

Antique Trove

2020 N. Scottsdale Rd
Dealer 231

Call 602-942-8950
Next deadline is
August 1, 2014
VW Bus, continued from page 24...
carried generations of dreams, belongings and families. Six
decades after its introduction, the Transporter still has a large
fan-base that has not lost their fascination or love
Collectors’ examples of the T1 (1950-1967) and T2 (19671979) are pictured, some in their original settings. Approximately
4.85 million were built and the remaining well-maintained and
restored vehicles have become rare and particularly expensive. In
this book, specialist author Jörg Hajt portrays VW Transporters
of all body types: from the Camper to the Builder’s Van or from
the Municipal Bulli to the Samba Bus. Jörg Hajt is a writer who
focuses on specialty vehicles on the fossil record.
The VW Bus, History of a Passion by Jörg Hajt, hardcover,

136 pages, color illustrations is $19.95 plus shipping from
Schiffer Publishing, www.schifferbooks.com.

Win a Free Copy!
One lucky reader will win a free copy of Jörg Hajt’s book
The VW Bus, History of a Passion.
To enter, send an email to: antique@barlomedia.com and put
The VW Bus in the subject line. Or send a letter or postcard to:
The Antique Register, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix,
AZ 85085. Be sure to include your name, address and phone
number. One entry per person, please.
The drawing will be held on August 1 and the winner will be
announced in the September-October issue.
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Beyond Expression
Antiques

Formal American Victorian
Furniture of the Finest Quality
Dining Tables and Chairs • Bookcases
Parlor Furniture - Settees & Chairs
Beds & Dressers • Fine Porcelain, Glassware, Art
Glass and Silver
Lovely Selection of Art Glass, including
Daum Nancy, Steuben, Tiﬀfany, Mont Joye,
Moser and much more.

“Voted Best Antique Shop in the Southeast Valley
by the Arizona Republic”
3817 East McKellips Road, Mesa, Arizona 85215 • (480) 854-7755
Summer Hours: Thursday-Saturday 10am-3pm or by appointment
Ron & Roberta Hopkins, Proprietors

Always Buying Quality Merchandise
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Those Were The Days!

Keeping Time:
Pocket Watches
by Jay Mark
Time is something we take for granted. Clocks are
everywhere. Their ubiquity makes it difficult to imagine life
before clocks and watches.
From man’s earliest days, timekeeping has been essential—
first in a cyclical context when the need to precisely measure the
interval between planting and harvesting seasons was critical to
successful farming.
Those who understood and could interpret the movement of
the sun, moon and stars and were able to predict astronomical
events like eclipses found themselves elevated to high status in
society.
Timekeeping first began with the development of a
calendar—measuring days, months and years. That led to
calculating divisions within a day by such passive instruments
as the sundial.
The Greeks developed a water-powered clock as early
as 250 B.C. A mechanical means of measuring time evolved
with introduction of the hour hand in 1577, the minute hand in
1670 and a pendulum powering mechanism in 1656—all basic
elements for leading to modern clocks.
One of the most significant early improvements was
miniaturizing mechanisms. That led to portable watches—
thanks in great part to a German locksmith named Peter Henlein
who is credited with the invention of the spring wound watch in
Continued on page 35...
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LITTLE BARREL
Antiques & Collectibles

“A Unique Experience In Shopping, With
Quality Merchandise At Reasonable Prices”
Gifts • Primitives & Furniture • Estate Liquidation
Located Across From The Historic City Hall
507 E. Florence Blvd • Casa Grande
Call For Store Hours
Donna Kerr • Owner
Dealers Welcome

520-836-3659

C&J’s Antiques & Garden

Furniture • Jewelry • Garden

40 North Gilbert Rd, Gilbert AZ

480-539-0401
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-4:00
Closed July 1st-14th

Find us at facebook.com/cjsantiquesandgarden
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Keeping Time, continued from page 30...
about 1505.
The introduction of rail travel in the 1830s in the U.S. was a
major stimulus in the development of more precise timekeeping
instruments. With the need to keep trains on schedule, some of
the greatest improvements in watch accuracy came during the
last quarter of the 19th century. It was the significant distances
trains traveled in a day that led to the establishment of four U.S.
time zones in 1884 that remain unchanged today.
How did people keep their own household clocks and pocket
watches adjusted to the correct time? They relied on railroad
station clocks, the time of which was regulated by the telegraph.
Or on visits to town where they could consult impressive-looking
and highly accurate “jeweler’s regulator” clocks displayed in
many shops. Street
and tower clocks
also helped people
correct their own
devices.
For the last
third of the 19th
century, the pocket
watch was a sign
of social stature
and
affluence.
Accompanied by
a gold chain and
A collection of Elgin open face and hunting
fob, it was part of
most gentlemen’s cased watches with porcelain dials. The two
certificates certify the gold content of the cases.
wardrobes.
Created in 1859, as a merger of two small businesses,
the American Watch Company was formed in Waltham,
Massachusetts, 11 miles from Boston, making it the first major
watchmaking enterprise in the U.S. Two name changes—first
the American Waltham Watch Company in 1885, and then the
Waltham Watch Company in 1907 gave it the name for which it
is best known and collected today.
Elgin, considered by many to be the premier U.S. pocket
watch manufacturer began making railroad grade watches as
the National Watch Company in 1864. A decade later the name
changed to the Elgin National Watch Company. Capitalizing on
the improvements in industrial technology, Elgin was able to
produce affordable, high quality watches from machine made
parts. Over the century of their existence Elgin produced more
than 60 million watches.
The pocket watch began to fade as a man’s accessory after
WW I when wristwatches were provided to soldiers as a more
facile way to check and coordinate time rather than the more
hard to reach pocket watch.
Ever since the first wristwatch was made for Queen Elizabeth
I in 1571, it was generally considered effeminate. So it is easy to
understand why troops were not enamored by the requirement
to wear them.
Many argue that pocket and wristwatches represented
the epitome of artisanship and craftsmanship. It is a tribute
to the remarkable skills of their makers that these bejeweled
mechanical devices continue to function, with minimal
maintenance, hundreds of years after their manufacture.
Sad to say, much has changed since the analog days when
I entered the antiques business and bought and sold pocket
watches—desired by collectors for both their artistic beauty and
functionality. Now, in a fast-paced world, people don’t seem to
find the “time” to fish a watch out of their pockets.
With the advance of technology, the popularity of pocket
Continued on page 38...
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Keeping Time, continued from page 35...
watches has diminished—meaning the market has shrunk.
Even wristwatches are beginning to take a back seat to
the utilitarian cell phone. Today, both pocket watches and
wristwatches are often more a fashion statement than a
timekeeping necessity.
When battery-power and quartz movements were
considered state-of-the-art, it wasn’t long before they became
low cost replacements for mechanical devices. Today, in this
digital age, a watch with hands is considered homage to the
“quaint” timepieces of yesteryear—much like books, which
are being rapidly supplanted by e-books—words “printed” on
an LED screen.
Except for rare watches and gold cases, which are still
desired by collectors, most antique watches can be acquired
reasonably if for nothing more than fashion accessories.
HINT: Although pocket watchcases and movements were
often purchased separately from jewelers, dating pocket
watches is relatively easy. Movements are marked with a serial
number. From that, the date of manufacture can be ascertained
for most major manufacturers.
A GOOD BOOK: Complete Price Guide to Watches 2014
by Richard E. Gilbert, Tom Engle and Cooksey Shugart,
Tom Engle & Richard E. Gilbert (Tinderbox Press, $29.95)
is a veritable encyclopedia with more than 1200 pages of
historical and pricing information about both pocket watches
and wristwatches.
Nearly an antique himself, Jay Mark is a 42-year antiques
business veteran who owns Those Were The Days! now an
online bookstore. He also teaches, lectures frequently and
writes regularly about antiques and history. Reach him at
jaymark@twtdbooks.com. ©2014
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Tlaquepaque: A Highly
Collected Mexican Trade

by Kevin M. Pawlak and James Goodreau
Since the late 1920-30s and the arrival of the great highway
that linked the Americas, Mexico tourism has grown by leaps and
bounds. Border towns prospered with Americans looking for an
easy ‘foreign’ experience and shopping in a much more affordable
marketplace as the economy in the States was struggling.
Whether spending
a holiday in a warm
friendly environment
or making a quick day
trip across the border,
Americans were able
to gain quick access to
all of what Mexico had
to offer at border towns
such as Ciudad Juárez,
Nogales and Tijuana.
Imported further north,
these wares were found
in finer department
stores like W. H. Macy
in New York, Kaufmann’s in Pittsburg and Leonard’s in Chicago.
For the more adventurous holiday seekers who ventured into the
country of Mexico, there were two major stopping off points. Just
outside the second largest City of Mexico at the time, Guadalajara
and its neighboring pottery communities of San Pedro Tlaquepaque
and Tonalá, you could find an immense thriving artistic center of
pottery that had a 400-year tradition in the region.
Tonalá was a thriving community of artisans steeped in the
clay traditions, all living and working next to each other. San Pedro
Tlaquepaque, not so much, but known for its shops and studios set
up for the outside visitor. Among these were Arias, Fernandez and
Tonalteca, which was known for its plethora of “live working artists”
that tourists would
flock to.
A
pottery
trade
emerged,
solely based on
tourist
dollars
spent
buying
highly decorative
‘Tlaquepaque’
pottery—twice
fired clay that was dipped in a lead oxide bath for its second high
firing. The second tradition is derived from the Pre-Columbian era.
Bruñido (burnished, often referred to as ‘Tonalá’) is made of soft
clay that was hand built or molded. Then the unfired clay is
Continued on page 45...
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Tlaquepaque, continued from page 43...
painted with pigments/minerals and fired only once.
As the decades progressed and the roads got wider, pottery
centers in nearly every state became sought after by the tourists
and collectors. Artist families grew
and made their livelihood from it
and it is these pieces that modern
collectors seek out. Though, at
the forefront, it is Tlaquepaque
and Tonalá that many antique and
Mexican Folk Art collectors seek
out today. A good number of these
pieces bring a hefty dollar.
These pieces originally were
sold at modest prices when
produced. Collectors enjoyed a
renaissance of finding affordable
pieces all the way through the
1990s. Then, with the rise of the
World Wide Web/Internet and
Schiffer Publishing’s collector and dealer Donna McMenamin’s
book, Popular Arts of Mexico 1850-1950, things drastically
changed—increasing both the exposure and value of this pottery.
Highly collected styles of Tlaquepaque and Tonalá pottery:
• Rain/Night - Dots or patterning of dashes along a color field,
usually flora and fauna in foreground.
• Fantasia - Animals, insects
and flora grouped in an allover patterning or composition;
fantasy-like, hence the name.
• Petatillo - Foreground
imagery backed with crosshatch
pattering in open areas. Named
for t ‘straw mat,’ hence the look.
• Tlaquepaque - Common
word used for the glazed pottery
depicting everyday imagery,
landscape of the times or of ‘Old
Mexico.’
• Aztec - Usually depicting
design motifs and/or imagery of
Pre-Columbia Mexico.
• Feathered or Grabber - General name given to burnished
pieces depicting flora and/or birds in a circular expressive motif.
• Tonalá - Common word used for burnished pottery of Tonalá.
Names you should know:
• Balbino Lucano - He, his two brothers and collected
offspring produced some of the finest examples of ‘Petatillo’ and
‘Tlaquepaque’ for decades.
• Amado Galván - Photographed by Edward Weston in 1926,
which would turn him into the first ‘star’ of Mexican Folk Art.
• Josefina Arias - Proprietor. Many of the finer examples of
pottery (insignia stamped underneath) were from her shop in
Tlaquepaque.
• Fariás - Father and son, Ixta, opens studio in the late 1800s,
forever changes the output of work being produced in Tonalá.
• Doctor Atl - Founded a decorative school in Tonalá and
authored one of the first books on the subject.
• Solís and Jimón - Both patriarchs of pottery families that
would go on to produce many decades of ‘Tonalá’ pottery.
Written by Kevin M. Pawlak along with James Goodreau,
owners of Arte de la Vida, 37 N. Tucson Blvd. in Tucson.
Visit www.artedelavidatucson.com or www.facebook.com/
artedelavidatucson or call (520) 398-6720 for more information.
See Arte de la Vida ad on this page.
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2 Huge Shops Side by Side

Christine’sAntiques
and

Elegant
Junque Shop




There are 4 antique shops &
3 thrift shops in walking distance.
Christine’s is the
oldest antique shop in Tucson

Open 53 years!!

WE HAVE IT ALL!

4932 - 4940 E. Speedway • Tucson, AZ
Mon-Sat 10:00-5:30 Sun by chance
520-323-0018 • 520-881-8181
We Are Not a Mall • Deal with the Owners
www.ChristineAntiquesTucson.com
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Tucson’s
Guide
To Great Antiquing & Collecting
Please refer to the ads in this issue for current shop hours

1. Elegant Junque Shop

4932 E. Speedway • 520-881-8181

2. Christine’s Antiques

4940 E. Speedway • 520-323-0018

3. Copper Country Mall

5051 E. Speedway • 520-326-0167

4. Tom’s Fine Furniture & Collectibles

5454 E. Pima Street • 520-795-5210

5. 22nd Street Antique Mall

5302 E. 22nd Street • 520-514-5262

6. Darlene Morris Antiques, LLC

2940 N Swan, Ste 128 • 520-322-9050

7. American Antique Mall

3130 E. Grant • 520-326-3070

8. Grey House

3067 N. Campbell Ave. • 520-325-0400

9. Adobe House Antiques

2700 N. Campbell Ave • 520-325-9439

10. LionsGate Antiques

2000 E Speedway • 520-319-2004

11. Arte De La Vida

37 N Tucson Blvd. • 520-398-6720

12. Gather - A Vintage Market
657 W St. Mary’s • 520-310-7531

13. eclectic interiors

657 W St. Mary’s • Hours by Appointment

14. Cat Mountain Emporium*
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